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OCCUPY PEACE 
OR DIE IN WAR 


Welcome to this 
week's Trends 
Journal: "OCCUPY 
PEACE OR DIE IN 
WAR... WHAT SIDE ARE YOU ON?" 


In the face of escalating war in Ukraine 
and the Middle East, which both have the 
potential to destroy life on Earth, it is 
essential to unite for peace. 


Calls for a ceasefire in both conflicts have 
been met with vitriol from Western 
politicians and Presstitutes... media 
whores who get paid to put out by their 
government pimps and corporate whore 
masters. Despite Ukraine's failed 
counteroffensive, the word is out that 
Washington is pushing for Kyiv to launch 
more attacks on Russian soil. 


On the Middle East Warfront 


There are calls to keep bombing Gaza, the 
most densely populated area on earth that 
is referred to as an open-air 
concentration camp. With nearly six 
thousand Palestinians killed since the 
bombing raids began, they have been 
celebrated with propagandist phrases like: 
“Israel has the right to defend itself” We 
strongly condemn Hamas's attack that 
killed some 1,400 Israelis, but two 
murderous wrongs don't make a right. 


How much more death and destruction 


Trends Journal 


must be inflicted upon the people before 
politicians like U.S. Senator Lindsey 
Graham and U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken no longer believe the U.S. 
is getting a good bang for its 
warmongering buck? 


On The Economic Front 


While the U.S. stock markets were up 
today, this week’s Trends Journal delves 
into worrisome socioeconomic data 
emerging from Europe and China. 
Understanding these current events 
shaping future trends is crucial for 
navigating the financial landscape and 
safeguarding your investments. 


Fight for Peace 


Without a viable peace movement, it will 
be Hell on Earth. And, if you share our 
vision that we must have Peace on Earth 
rather than the Hell on Earth politicians 
are creating, please put your money 
where your heart, mind and soul are and, 
make a generous, tax-deductible donation 
to support the Universal Church of 
Freedom, Peace and Justice and/or 


Occupy Peace. 


We also encourage you to follow 
up-to-the-minute posts on our Substack 


page. 
Sincerely, 


Gerald Celente and the Trends Journal 
Team 
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ECONOMIC UPDATE - MARKET OVERVIEW 


Where are the global economies and equity markets going? 


They, as well as the lives of billions, are going to Hell, right in front of the eyes and 
ears of all who have the courage and dedication to watch, look, and listen. 


CNBC’s top article to start the day was titled, “Jamie Dimon rips central banks for 
being 100% ‘dead wrong’ on economic forecasts.” 


The article quoted the JPMorgan Chase CEO who said, “Prepare for possibilities and 
probabilities, not calling one course of action, since I’ve never seen anyone call it.” He 


also said, “| want to point out that the central banks 18 months ago were 100% dead 
wrong. | would be quite cautious about what might happen next year.” 


What bullshit. 
He “never saw anyone call it”? 
The Trends Journal must have called it 100 times—not to mention the dozens of 


times Gerald Celente mocked the Feds and the ECB when they insisted that inflation 
was “temporary,” and, as it continued, claimed it was “transitory.” 


We even joked at the time that in this Woke World, they’d start referring to inflation as 
“transgendertory.” 


Dimon, who has admitted to five separate criminal felony charges brought by the U.S. 
Department of Justice, said “this omnipotent feeling that central banks and 
governments can manage through all this stuff. I’m cautious.” 


Dimon also said he does not believe the Fed’s next move after its 1 November 
meeting will make an iota of a difference for the economy. 
“Like zero, none, nada,” he said. 


TREND FORECAST: We disagree with Dimon and so do many of the banks whose 
profits are down double digits from last year as people yank their money from banks 
and invest in U.S. Treasuries (the 10-year Treasury note hit 5 percent yesterday, the 
highest since the onset of the Panic of 08 and money market funds.) 


And as Wall Street on Parade has noted, “Higher interest rates would further dampen 
demand for loans at regional banks, which are already seeing lackluster demand for 
loans as interest rates have risen to 17-year highs. Higher rates would also worsen the 
unrealized losses that most banks, big and small, are experiencing on their holdings of 
debt securities. 
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World War Ill 


And while the gamblers on The Street are mostly concerned about the bottom line, as 
we had forecast when Russia launched its military operation against Ukraine on 24 
February 2022, World War ||| has begun. 


Making a very bad situation worse, the Israel War was officially launched when Hamas 
launched an attack that killed some 1,400 Israelis. 


Israel has launched major bombing attacks on Gaza, which has killed over 5,000 
Palestinians and destroyed some 42 percent of the buildings in the most densely 
populated enclave on the planet. 


Therefore, not only will the war destroy Israel’s economy which had been going down 
as a result of the 39 weeks of Judicial Reform protests that the Jewish press such as 
Times of Israel and the Jerusalem Post called a “civil war.” 


If it continues on its current track, it will result in an economic “shot” that will be heard 
around the world. 


On the human “shot” side, UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres said yesterday that 
Israel’s bombing of Gaza are "clear violations" of the law and called for an "immediate 
humanitarian ceasefire." 


As we had forecast in one of our Top Trends for 2023, “Middle East Meltdown,” on 3 
January 2023, we warned that war would break out in the Middle East this year and 
we warned that should the U.S. and Israel have a military exchange with Iran, oil prices 
will spike above $130 per barrel and crash global equity markets and economies. 


We have detailed extensively the Israel War in this and previous Trends Journals. We 
note this because while hedge funds, private equity groups, venture capitalists and 
equity market gamblers are most concerned about where equities are going and how 
best to play them, none of it will make any difference if there is no Peace on Earth and 
WWIII escalates into a nuclear exchange. 


As we note, those who view the world through the eyes of their profession and 
self-interests are blinded by the future. To forecast trends it is essential to understand 
that all things are connected...and as Chief Seattle said, “All things are connected like 
the blood which unites us all.” 


Therefore, it is important to understand as best as possible the geopolitical as well as 
socioeconomic trends shaping the economic future... and to do so, one must look at 
the current events forming future trends for what they are, and not the way you want 
them to be. 


With Ukraine losing the war against Russia and the Israel War heating up and no end 
in sight, we forecast that there is an increasing probability of a major false flag event 
and/or some type of nuclear exchange that will dramatically escalate WWIII. 


TREND FORECAST: Despite high interest rates that have propped up the U.S. dollar 
and brought down gold prices, the world’s #1 safe-haven asset has spiked over $150 
in just a few days after the October 7” Hamas attack on Israel. Down from its recent 
highs, as we go to press, spot gold is at $1,973 per ounce. Should the Israel War 
escalate into Lebanon, Syria and Iran, we forecast gold prices will spike several 
hundred dollars per ounce. 


TRENDPOST: To illustrate the lack of information of what in the world is going on and 
what's next to all those who tune into the mainstream media, the Ukraine War that Kyiv 
is losing, is barely making the news. Indeed, not a mention of it in today’s Wall Street 
Journal 


And, as for how bad the economic future is, yesterday China’s CSI 300 index, which is 
a major benchmark, fell to a four-year low. Of course, this comes as no surprise to 
Trends Journal subscribers. We had forecast a major Chinese economic decline as a 
result of Beijing’s zero-COVID policy that locked down the nation for three years and 
destroyed the lives and livelihoods of hundreds of millions. 
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LAST WEEK: HIGH INTEREST RATES, MIDEAST WAR SPOOK INVESTORS 


Stock markets around the world ended last week down on worries that the Mideast 
war will drive up oil prices and lead to other forms of chaos. 


In the U.S., that concern was compounded by high bond yields luring investors away 
from equities and uncertainty about the U.S. Federal Reserve’s meeting next week, at 
which it will decide whether to raise interest rates yet again. 


For the week, the Dow Jones Industrial Average lost 2 percent, the NASDAQ 3.5 
percent, and the Standard & Poor’s 500 index 2.7 percent. 


So far this earnings season, 17 percent of S&P companies have reported. Among 
them, earnings are up 4.9 percent compared to last year and 73 percent of companies 
have bested analysts’ estimates. 


“The expectation of a strong earnings season is already priced into the market and 
there’s downside risk if companies disappoint,” Dana D’Auria, Envestnet’s co-chief 
investment officer, told The Wall Street Journal. 


Fed chair Jerome Powell has hinted that the central bank could pause its campaign of 
rate hikes. Bond yields that are at their highest in more than a decade are cooling the 
economy as effectively as another rate hike by the central bank would, he suggested. 


The 10-year U.S. treasury bond’s yield ticked down to 4.924 percent from Thursday’s 

close at 4.987 percent after breaking briefly above 5 percent that day for the first time 
since 2007, data service Tradeweb reported. The yield on the 30-year bond closed the 
week slightly above 5 percent. 


High interest rates slow the economy generally and weigh on prices of stocks and 
other investments, the WSJ noted. 


Amid current uncertainties, investors have yanked so much cash out of junk bonds, 
international stock funds, and other riskier investments that Bank of America (BoA) 
has issued an “extreme bearish” assessment of market sentiment. 


In the past, that has been a signal for bargain hunters to buy stocks: share prices have 
risen in the three months following such a dark reading, BoA analysts wrote in a note. 


Gold’s continuous contract gained 3.1 percent over the week to trade at $1,993.10 at 
5 p.m. U.S. EDT on 20 October. Investors have shifted some assets to gold as a safe 
place to wait for the Mideast war to play out. 


Brent crude oil’s price for December delivery rose 1.7 percent for the week to $92.51 
at 5 p.m. U.S. EDT on 20 October, despite losing altitude on Friday as traders calmed 
after seeing no escalation in the Mideast war. West Texas Intermediate’s November 
price edged up less than 1 percent to $88.08. 


Bitcoin added 3.3 percent through the week to arrive at $29,501.50 at 5 p.m. U.S. EDT 
on 20 October. 


Abroad, investors retreated from equities. 


The London FTSE 100 lost 2.6 percent. The trans-European Stoxx 600 was down 3.5 
percent. 


The Japanese Nikkei 225 shrank by 2.2 percent. South Korea’s KOSPI index retreated 
2./ percent. 


The Hang Seng in Hong Kong gave back 3.5 percent. Mainland China’s CSI 
Composite dropped 4.2 percent and the tech-heavy SSE Composite 3.5 percent. 


YESTERDAY: DOW DOWN AGAIN AS ISRAEL WAR RAMPS UP 
The Dow Jones Industrial Average fell 190.87 points, or 0.58 percent, to 32,936.41 
and the S&P 500 was down 7.12, or 0.17 percent, to 4,217.04. The tech-heavy 


Nasdaq Composite was down 0.78, or 1.58 percent, to 49.82. 


The 10-year Treasury yield was down to 4.84 percent after crossing the 5 percent 
threshold earlier in trading, while the 30-year fell to just below 5 percent. 
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The Israel War has sent a chill through the markets with fear of the worst is yet to 
come. On the economic side, market players are awaiting the Commerce 
Department’s third-quarter gross domestic product report due out on Thursday. The 
expectation on The Street is that the GDP data continues to show a rapid growth of 
over 4 percent, despite monetary tightening and high interest rates. 


The Street is pricing in a 97 percent chance that the Fed keeps interest rates in place 
during its next meeting. 


Elsewhere, London’s FTSE was down 27.31, or 0.37 percent, to 7,73.83, and the 
STOXX600 was also down 0.55, or 0.13 percent, to 433.18. 


Japan’s Nikkei was down 259.81, or 0.83 percent, to 30,999.55 and South Korea’s 

Kospi was down 17.98, or 0.76 percent, to 2,357.02. Hong Kong’s Hang Seng was 

down 123.76, or 0.72 percent, to 17,172.13. In China, the Shanghai Composite was 
down 43.77, or 1.47 percent, to 2,939.29 and the Shenzhen Component was down 
144.38, or 1.51 percent, to 9,425.98. 


OIL: Brent crude futures closed the day down $1.89, or 2.05 percent, at $90.27 a 
barrel, while U.S. West Texas Intermediate crude futures fell $2.11, or 2.4 percent, at 
$85.97. 


The Israel war has driven up oil prices in recent weeks, but diplomatic efforts in the 
region calmed some fears of a production crunch. 


“Israel agreed to hold off its attack on Hamas following pressure from the U.S.,” ANZ 
Research analysts said, according to Reuters. "This eased concerns that the 
Israel-Hamas war would spread across the Middle East and disrupt supplies." 


U.S. President Joe Biden also announced last week that Washington will suspend 
sanctions on Venezuelan crude, which could add an additional 200,000-300,000 
barrels per day out of the South American country. 


TRENDPOST: Even before the Israel war, The Trends Journal warned that oil prices 
remain a wild card. If the war expands, prices would skyrocket. 


CNN, citing “U.S. intelligence,” reported late Monday that “lranian-backed militia 
groups are planning to further ramp up attacks against American forces in the Middle 
East.” 


John Kirby, the coordinator for Strategic Communications at the National Security 
Council in the White House, told the network that the U.S. has been watching the 
development closely. 


“That will continue, and we've sent a strong signal to Iran through the additional 
military capabilities that we're putting in the region that we have national security 
interests writ large across that region, and we're going to protect and defend them as 
well.” 


The U.S. is escalating the situation in the Middle East, and it will be up to other powers 
to calm the situation. 


GOLD: Spot gold fell 0.5 percent at $1,971.3743 per ounce by 4:11 p.m. ET. U.S. gold 
futures were down 0.5 percent to $1,983.20, according to Reuters. 


The precious metal was down despite the British pound and euro gaining on the U.S. 
Dollar. 


As we have noted, gold prices spiked nearly 10 percent after the October 7" Hamas 
attack on Israel, and investors are bright eyed in their search for safe-haven assets. 
While eyes will be on Friday’s PCE price index report, to get a sense of the Federal 
Reserve’s next move, the Israel War will overshadow the numbers if it escalates into 
Syria, Lebanon and Iran... which will dramatically drive up gold prices. 


TRENDPOST: Gerald Celente has said gold prices should be going up because smart 
people see the danger on the horizon, if the world does not demand peace. 
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BITCOIN: The world’s most popular cryptocurrency breezed past $35,000 yesterday, 
only to come back down slightly as more people believe a bitcoin ETF approval is in 
the future in the U.S. 


The Coin Telegraph reported that bitcoin has struggled to “establish a clear, bullish 
momentum” after passing $30,000 since May 2022. There is a risk of some 
consolidation in the near term. 


TRENDPOST: The surging debt load in the U.S. and uncertainty in the stock market 
have made bitcoin an attractive investment. Watch for demand to stay elevated 
because of geopolitical uncertainty. Bitcoin went up in the days after Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine only to flatline in the following weeks. 


TODAY: DOW ENDS 5-DAY LOSING STREAK 


The Dow Jones Industrial Average was up 204.97 points today, or 0.62 percent, to 
33,141.38 and the benchmark S&P 500 was up 30.63, or 0.73 percent, to 4,247.67. 
The tech-heavy Nasdaq was up 121.55, or 0.93 percent, to 13,139.88. 


U.S. business activity increased in October to 51, from 50.2 in September. Economists 
were anticipating a 50 reading. 


The 10-year Treasury yield was up to 4.84 percent, which was seen as a stabilization 
after hitting 5 percent for the first time since 2007 on Monday. Barron’s noted that the 
decline in yields was “music to the stock market’s ears, as lower yields make stocks a 
bit more attractive.” 


While earnings season seems to be off to a strong start, there are questions lingering 
about the health of the market. A FactSet estimate noted that if you took tech stocks 
out of the equation, S&P 500 earnings “are on pace to have dropped 0.18 percent in 
the third quarter.” 


Elsewhere, London’s FTSE was up 14.87, or 0.20 percent, to 7,389.70 and the 
STOXX600 was up 1.91, or 0.44 percent, to 435.09. In Asia, Japan’s Nikkei was up 
62.80, or 0.20 percent, to 31,062.35, and South Korea’s Kospi was up 26.49, or 1.12 
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percent, to 2,383.51. Hong Kong’s Hang Seng was down 180.60, or 1.05 percent, to 
16,991.53. China’s Shanghai Composite was up 22.95, or 0.78 percent, to 2,962.24 
and the Shenzhen Component was up 57.93, or 0.61 percent, to 9,483.90. 


OIL: Brent crude futures were down $1.63, or 1.8 percent, to $88.20 and U.S. West 
Texas Intermediate futures fell $1.71, or 2 percent, to $83.78, Reuters reported. 


The oil market has been volatile in recent weeks as the threat of war spreading in the 
Middle East looms. But weak economic data from Germany and Britain raised 
concerns about demand. 


Berlin’s purchasing managers' index survey showed a contraction and Britain's 
businesses reported another decline. Eurozone business activity declined in October 
to 46.5, below the September figure of 47.2. 


“In the eurozone, things are moving from bad to worse,” Cyrus de la Rubia, chief 
economist at the Hamburg Commercial Bank, said. “We wouldn’t be caught off guard 
to see a mild recession in the eurozone in the second half of this year.” 


TRENDPOST: The West’s sanctions against Russia continue to impact Europe, which 
is seeing higher energy costs before ever recovering from COVID-19 lockdown 
mandates that have left economies on the brink of disaster. 


The U.S. dollar climbed in value against other currencies today, which also is a drain 
on oil purchasing, because it is more expensive on the international market. However, 
if Iran gets involved in the Israel War, we forecast Brent Crude will spike above $130 
per barrel. 


GOLD: Spot gold was up 0.1 percent to $1,975.39 per ounce and U.S. gold futures 
were 0.1 percent lower at $1,986.1. 


Reuters noted that gold is up about 9 percent in the past two weeks—in response to 
Israel’s reaction to the Hamas attack on 7 October. The precious metal hit a 
five-month high of $1,997.09 on 20 October. 


Some analysts say the “safe haven” appeal of gold may be waning, considering that 
investors are learning to accept tensions in the Middle East as par for the course. 


TREND FORECAST: Gold will skyrocket if/when Israel decides to conduct ground 
invasion in Gaza. While The Street seems to be breathing a sigh of relief that a wider 
war could be averted, the rhetoric out of Israel seems to suggest otherwise. 


Israel Katz, the Israeli energy minister, said Israel’s fight in Gaza is part of a “World War 
Ill against radical Islam,” according to RT, the Russian news outlet. As we go to press, 
the top story on WSJ.com is: “lran-Backed Militias Stage Attacks As U.S. Supports 
Israel.” 


BITCOIN: The world’s most popular crypto was trading up $840.60, or 2.55 percent, 
to $33,798.90 on the growing rumors that the U.S. will approve a spot bitcoin ETF. 


TREND FORECAST: Bitcoin’s value would surely pop if the U.S. approves a bitcoin 


ETF. And as we have forecast, with bitcoin hitting its current rate, we maintain our 
forecast that it will continue to move higher...into the $40,000 per coin range. 
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THIS YEAR’S FEDERAL DEFICIT PASSES $1.7 TRILLION 


In the U.S. government’s current fiscal 
ሬሄ year, the annual budget deficit roughly 
doubled to $2 trillion, even though the 
=, treasury reported the shortfall as $1.7 
trillion, The New York Times reported. 


An accounting gimmick made the increase 
seem smaller than it really is, according to 


the NYT. 


The trick has to do with president Joe Biden trying to erase more than $300 billion in 
student debt in 2022. 


The Supreme Court voided the proposal, so the debt was never actually erased. 
However, when the plan was proposed, the treasury recorded it as a $300-billion cost 
to the government, which inflated last year’s deficit. 


Then, when the court killed the plan, the treasury recorded the same $300 billion as a 
savings. 


As a result, the treasury reported last year’s deficit as $1.37 trillion. When the $300 
billion is subtracted from that—the cost that was never actually incurred — and that 
$300 billion is added back into this year’s deficit, the actual black hole widens from $1 
trillion last year to $2 trillion this year. 


“In other words, [the] treasury assumed it saved $300 billion in 2023, when all it really 
did was reverse a Charge that never actually existed,” the NYT wrote. 


The fiscal sleight-of-hand comes at a time when Republicans in Congress are 


demanding draconian budget cuts to approve a new federal budget, even as Biden is 
asking for $104 billion in increased military and humanitarian aid for Ukraine, Israel, 
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and Palestinian civilians caught in the Mideast war, and for added security measures 
at the southern U.S. border. 


The current stop-gap spending extension expires on 17 November. 


The $10.6 trillion in interest the U.S. is on track to owe over the next 10 years is more 
than twice the interest the government paid in the past 20 years, the Peter G. Peterson 
Foundation calculated. 


“We are seeing in real time the painful combination of rising debt, inflation, and 
interest costs all leading to even more debt,” foundation CEO Michael Peterson said in 
a statement. “Interest costs rose almost 40 percent last year and soon we’ll spend 
more on interest than we do on national defense.” 


The Biden administration earmarked $80 billion in a spending bill last year to add 
auditors to the Internal Revenue Service, over Republican objections, to collect unpaid 
taxes. 


Republicans in the House of Representatives have cut about $25 billion from that 
allotment, a cut that will add $24 billion back to the annual deficit, the nonpartisan 
Congressional Budget Office estimates. 


Making matters worse, falling tax revenues made up 40 percent of this year’s deficit 
increase, chief U.S. economist Bernard Yaros at Oxford Economics has calculated. 


Capital gains taxes are down due to glum financial markets; claims under a COVID-era 
tax break have increased; and the IRS decided to extend filing periods for households 
and businesses in Alabama, California, and Georgia, which were hit by natural 
disasters. 


International watchdogs also are expressing worry over the U.S.’s precarious financial 
situation. 


U.S. fiscal policy “is too loose,” Gita Gopinath, first deputy managing director of the 
International Monetary Fund, said in a press interview earlier this month. “This is the 
time for fiscal consolidation and to rebuild buffers.” 


“We are a nation addicted to debt,” Maya MacGuineas, president of the nonpartisan 
Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget, told CNN. “With the economy growing 
and unemployment near record lows, this was the time to instill fiscal responsibility 
and reduce our deficits.” 


TRENDPOST: The current levels of borrowing are unsustainable, especially when 
today’s high interest rates are likely to remain well into 2024. (See “Worries Increase 


Over U.S. Debt, Budget Crisis” in this issue.) 


The national debt surpassed $33 trillion this year and if the current spending trajectory 
continues, interest on the debt will be the main item in the federal budget by 2053. 


This year, the interest bill is $659 billion, up from $475 billion last year. 


TRENDPOST: Adding stupidity to ignorance, U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said 
last week that despite America’s heavy debt load, “America can certainly afford to 
stand with Israel and to support Israel’s military needs and we also can and must 
support Ukraine in its struggle against Russia.” 


WORRIES INCREASE OVER U.S. DEBT, BUDGET CRISIS 


Uncertainty about whether the U.S. 
Congress will raise the debt limit has 
helped push bond prices to multi-decade 
lows and given the U.S. Federal Reserve 
| second thoughts about raising interest 
rates again when it meets next week, 
Bloomberg reported. 
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Also, the U.S. debt has grown larger than the GDP, thanks to Trump-era tax cuts, 
COVID War spending, and president Joe Biden’s massive spending on infrastructure, 
clean energy, and the domestic semiconductor industry. 


“It’s been conventional wisdom for a while that the federal budget is on an 
unsustainable path of mushrooming debt,” Bloomberg noted, “but a confluence of 
recent events has pushed those concerns to the forefront.” 


In August, Fitch Ratings downgraded the U.S. credit rating amid Congress’s budget 
bickering and the treasury’s announcement that it would need to borrow more than it 
had expected to this year. 


Earlier this month, the Congressional Budget Office calculated that this year’s budget 
deficit would be 20 percent more than last year’s, reaching $1.7 trillion. 


“It’s hard to believe that [current U.S. fiscal policy] is sustainable,” Fed governor 
Christopher Waller said at a conference on 11 October. 


Deficits and growing debt can fuel inflation, which the Fed could try to head off by 
raising interest rates again, Bloomberg said. However, ongoing fiscal gloom can push 
up long-term interest rates if investors see a grim future; that could stymie growth and 
kill jobs. 


“We’re witnessing the beginning of a regime change in how investors perceive 
America’s fiscal sustainability,” Kevin Warsh, a former Fed governor, said in comments 
quoted by Bloomberg. 


Fed officials need to warn the public about the dangers of a growing national debt and 
ever-expanding yearly deficits, Mark Sobel, a former treasury official and U.S. chair of 
the Official Monetary and Financial Institutions Forum, a research group, said in a 
public statement. 


Higher bond rates are having a similar effect on inflation that another Fed rate hike 
would, so analysts widely expect the central bank to leave interest rates untouched 


when it meets next week. 
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However, the rate-setting Open Market Committee is likely to leave open the 
possibility of another rate bump in December. 


“The threat of another rate hike will remain with us as long as we’re approaching 
inflation so far above their target” of 2 percent, Julia Coronado, founder of consulting 
firm MacroPolicy Perspectives, told Bloomberg. 


“If the bond market is starting to decipher more accurately the effective fiscal position 
of the U.S., we’re in trouble,” Douglas Holtz-Eakin, George W. Bush’s budget director, 
said to Bloomberg. 


Warsh is equally worried. “It’s exceedingly difficult to have sound monetary policy 
without sound fiscal policy,” he commented to Bloomberg, “and U.S. fiscal policy is 
decidedly unsound.” 


TREND FORECAST: The two main U.S. political parties are deeply and inflexibly 
entrenched in their conflicting ideologies: Republicans want to cut taxes but keep 
voting for inflated federal budgets, while Democrats want to keep borrowing and 

spending with little apparent thought for long-term consequences. 


When the Democratic majority in Congress cut spending and raised taxes in 1993, 
they delivered a balanced budget but were voted out in 1994. Politicians learned that 
lesson. 


It will take a financial earthquake on the scale of the Great Recession in 2007 to shake 


politicians out of their comfort zones and make some hard compromises that might 
begin to bring fiscal sense to the federal budget. 
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CONFERENCE BOARD’S ECONOMIC INDICATOR SHOWS RECESSION AHEAD 


The Conference Board’s Leading 
Economic Index, which tracks business 
cycles, fell 0.7 percent to 104.7 in 
September, its 18 month in a row 
showing declining economic activity. 


The index is signaling a shallow recession 
in 2024, according to the Conference 
Board, a 107-year-old business research group with more than 2,000 U.S. member 
companies. 


Analysts polled by The Wall Street Journal had expected the index to slip by only 0.4 
percent. 


Of the index’s 10 indicators, nine showed flat or negative readings, with the reduced 
claim for unemployment benefits the only positive factor, the board said. 


New factory orders, building permits, and consumer sentiment all continued to sour. 


“Although the six-month growth rate in the [index] is somewhat less negative, and the 
recession signal did not sound, it still signals risk of economic weakness ahead,” 
Justyna Zabinska-La Monica, the board’s manager of business cycle indicators, wrote 
in a statement announcing the month’s result. 


Still, “the Conference Board forecasts that this trend will not be sustained for much 
longer, and a shallow recession is likely in the first half of 2024,” she added. 


TRENDPOST: Several indicators — massive public and private debt, weakening 
consumer spending, the labor market adding low-wage jobs while white-collar workers 
go begging, sustained high interest rates, and a stumbling global 
economy—emphasize the likelihood of a recession. 
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The contraction could begin in this quarter if the holiday shopping season is as weak 
as has been forecast. And, now there is the Israel War wild card that will make a bad 
situation worse. 


RISING BOND YIELDS EVENTUALLY WILL SWAMP CONSUMERS, BLACKSTONE 
CHIEF WARNS 


Rising yields on the 10-year U.S. treasury 
- | bond, now brushing up against 5 percent, 
will eventually crimp consumer spending 

| | and slow the economy, Jonathan Gray, 
president of Blackstone Group, the world’s 
largest asset manager, said last week ina 
Financial Times interview. 


The interest rate on the 10-year bond benchmarks rates for mortgages and a variety of 
other loans. The higher it is, fewer consumers will be able to afford major purchases 
and credit card spending. 


“When 30-year mortgages and car loans cost you 8 percent, it will impact consumer 
behavior,” Gray said. “Growth has been remarkably resilient but” if interest rates 
remain this high “for this long, invariably you will cause the economy to slow down.” 


The 10-year bond yield ended Friday at 4.924 percent after briefly rising past 5 
percent the day before; the 30-year bond was returning 5.078 percent. 


The high yields dampen the value of other financial assets, he pointed out. High yields 
in an investment as safe as treasury securities makes other investment venues less 
attractive. 

Blackstone raised $25 billion from investors in this year’s third quarter, not the $32 


billion that analysts had expected nor the $30 billion it brought in during the second 
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quarter. Institutional investors are waiting to commit until the economic clouds begin 
to lift, Gray said. 


High interest rates have cut the number of deals that private equity firms can profitably 
make, preventing them from cashing out of investments to pay off investors and make 
new buys. 


“When interest rates settle and it is clear the Fed is done [raising rates] and the 
10-year treasury settles, it will give more terra firma for investors,” he added. 
“Ultimately, the pent-up demand to sell businesses, to finance, and to deleverage— all 
of that has to come.” 


TREND FORECAST: The U.S. treasury will keep shoveling new bond issues into an 
already strained market and the U.S. Federal Reserve will hold interest rates at or near 
their current levels well into next year. 


One result will be a continued rise in default rates and corporate failures, especially 
among companies with junk credit ratings. With credit harder to come by, more of 
those companies will simply vanish instead of being bought by rivals, which is the 
customary process. 


Also, the bond blowout will help to drag the U.S. economy closer to a recession. 


As a result, the bond blowout will continue and help drag the U.S. economy down into 
a recession. 
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LATE LOAN PAYMENTS GROWING IN NUMBER 


f X 


Persons who borrowed during and after 
the COVID War are now falling behind in 
their payments “at unusually high rates,” 
according to the Financial Times. 


Four percent of credit card accounts 
opened in this year’s first quarter are now 
delinquent. In September 2022, the 


year-to-date rate was 4.5 percent. 
Both rates are the highest for their periods since 2008, Moody’s Analytics said. 


“Performance of consumers with older credit cards is returning to pre-COVID levels 
but, for new credit cards, delinquencies are exceeding 2018 and 2019 levels,” Rikard 
Bandebo, chief product offer for VantageScore, a credit rating firm, told the FT. 


Credit cards issued in March 2022 have a higher rate of late payments than cards 
issued in March during the previous four years, a VantageScore study found. 


Car loans taken out during the COVID era by people with subprime credit scores are 
showing twice the rate of late payments than in previous years, S&P Global Ratings 
reported. 


“Lenders were rather aggressive during that period,” S&P analyst Amy Martin said. 
Through late 2022, there had been “hundreds of billions of dollars in excess lending 
based upon artificially inflated credit scores,” according to an investigation by 


research firm BankRegData. 


TRENDPOST: A growing number of mortgage loans also are in trouble. See “Home 
Foreclosures Increase 28 Percent in Third Quarter” in this issue. 
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Money the government lavished on consumers during the COVID War led to a 
collusion between lenders and borrowers: lenders stretched their criteria so they could 
book loans during an economic downturn and consumers showed temporarily higher 
incomes or bank balances than they usually had because of federal gifts. 


The result: more debt, more bad loans, and a deeper contraction of economic activity 
than there would be otherwise. 


HOME FORECLOSURES INCREASE 28 PERCENT IN THIRD QUARTER 


Ban ፍ” 


ኤኤ 


The number of home foreclosures across 
the U.S. grew 28 percent in this year’s 
— third quarter, year over year, reaching 
ገ” 124,539, real estate research service 

L _ ATTOM reported. 


Bank repossessions, default notices, and 
scheduled auctions are now up 34 
percent, compared to last year at this time. 


“Foreclosure starts are nearly back to where they were two years ago when the federal 
government lifted a [COVID]-related moratorium,” ATTOM CEO Rob Barber wrote in a 


statement announcing the figures. 


Foreclosures are likely to increase further now that the suspension of student loan 
payments ended last month, analysts told Fox Business. 


About 44 million Americans carry such debt. The average monthly payment for 
students who borrowed to earn a bachelor’s degree is $284, while those who pursued 


a master’s degree have an average monthly nut of $584, BestColleges.com said. 


The monthly tab is about $10 billion a month, JPMorgan Chase calculated. 
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Resumption of those loan payments also will cut the number of home purchases for at 
least a year, according to three-quarters of the economists in a Pulsenomics survey; 
roughly 40 percent said the reduction would last at least three years. 


TREND FORECAST: Consumers already are crushed by debt, a trend we have 
tracked through articles including “Consumer Debt Soars” (13 Jul 2021), “U.S. 

Consumers: Deep in Debt, Buying More” (30 May 2023), and “U.S. Consumers 
Continue to Pile Up Huge Credit Card Debts” (19 Sep 2023). 


Massive consumer debt will collide with sustained higher interest rates and a slowing 
economy to drive more households into home foreclosures and bankruptcy and push 
the U.S. economy closer to recession, which we expect in the first half of next year. 


HOME SALES FALL TO SLOWEST PACE SINCE 2010 


In September, home sales fell 2 percent 
from August and reached their lowest 
annual pace since October 2010, sunk by 
steadily rising interest rates through this 

] year. Sales for the month declined 15.4 
percent from the same month in 2022. 


For all of 2023, sales of existing homes are 
projected to be the fewest since 2011, The 
Wall Street Journal reported. 


The median national selling price of an existing home rose at an annual rate of 2.8 
percent last month to $394,300, according to the National Association of Realtors 
(NAR). That marks the highest price for any September since 1999 when the NAR 
began tracking price changes. Prices are not adjusted for inflation. 
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“People are priced out” of the housing market, NAR chief economist Lawrence Yun 
said in a statement accompanying the release of September’s numbers. “Limited 
inventory and rising interest rates continue to hinder the home sales market.” 


The paralyzed housing market is one of the most direct results of the U.S. Federal 
Reserve’s campaign to raise interest rates to combat inflation. The central bank’s rates 
now stand at their highest in 22 years. 


The year’s fourth quarter is “the slowest part of the year in terms of home purchases 
and that’s made more so by the spike in interest rates,” Michael Fratantoni, the 
Mortgage Bankers Association’s (MBA's) chief economist, told the WSJ. 


During the week ending 13 October, mortgage applications plunged to their lowest 
weekly number since 1995, the MBA noted. 


On 30 September, there were 1.13 million homes for sale or under contract, 2.7 
percent more than at the end of August but 8.1 percent fewer than on the same date a 
year earlier, the NAR said, the fewest on that date since at least 1999. 


That left a three- to four-month inventory of homes for sale, the NAR calculated. A 
six-month inventory is considered a balanced market that gives buyers and sellers 
equal negotiating leverage. 


TREND FORECAST: Home sales will not recover, nor will the market reopen the 
possibility of home ownership to larger numbers of low- and middle-income 
households, until mortgage interest rates fall and remain below 4.5 percent and the 
U.S. economy recovers from the coming recession. 
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EMPLOYER HEALTH INSURANCE COSTS RISE FASTEST IN 12 YEARS 


| 


The cost of employer-sponsored health 
insurance coverage is rising an average of 
| 7 percent next year to about $24,000 per 
employee, the sharpest yearly increase 
since 2011, according to health care 
research organization KFF. 


Workers’ yearly share of the cost will 
average $6,575 in 2024, about $500 more than this year. 


The cost of care rose, in part, because hospitals renegotiated contracts with insurance 
providers. These contracts usually cover several years, so hospitals are capturing both 
past and expected future cost increases while they have the chance. 


As a result, costs are likely to climb higher next year as well, insurance executives told 
The Wall Street Journal. 


Even though costs are rising, deductibles— employees’ out-of-pocket costs for 
services —are unlikely to rise much if at all, the WSJ reported. 


The reason: companies are hesitating to load even more health care costs onto 
employees in a tight labor market. Also, some employers worry that higher costs 
could keep some workers from getting care they need, eventually leading to time 
missed from work as minor complaints fester into illnesses. 


Coverage for abortion remains a sticking point. 


Companies with 5,000 or more workers are more inclined to provide coverage, 
although many do so only in special cases, such as rape or incest, the WSJ said. 
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Some employers pay travel costs for workers to travel to have an abortion as access 
becomes restricted in various states. About 40 percent of companies KFF surveyed 
said they were unsure what to do about abortion coverage. 


TREND FORECAST: The more the health of Americans decline, the higher the rates of 
insurance will rise. As following the current trend lines, the nation’s health will continue 
to decrease in the junk food addicted nation. See: 


“FAT CHANCE FOR GOOD HEALTH” (11 Aug 2021) 

“LONG LOCKDOWNS = MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS” (16 Feb 2021) 

“A YEAR IN LOCKDOWN = U.S. ‘STRESS’ PANDEMIC” (30 Mar 2021) 

“HALF OF THE AMERICANS POLLED SAY THEY ARE NOT TAKING CARE OF 
THEIR HEALTH” (12 Apr 2022) 

“AMERICA’S FULL SPECTRUM DECLINE” (10 May 2022) 


e “COVID JABS HAVE ERASED 25 YEARS OF HEALTH GAINS” (10 Jan 2023) 


“U.S. INVESTS $1.5 BILLION TO SPUR 5G ROLLOUT DESPITE NEW EVIDENCE 
OF ‘DEVASTATING’ HEALTH ISSUES” (2 May 2023) 


e “THE GROWING LIST OF COVID LIES” (21 Feb 2023) 
e “NEW STUDY SHOWS HEALTH RISKS THAT COME WITH WEARING COVID-19 


FACE MASKS” (23 May 2023) 

“SURGEON GENERAL WARNS OF ‘PROFOUND’ MENTAL HEALTH RISKS TIED 
TO SOCIAL MEDIA” (30 May 2023) 

“BLIMPITIS: AMERICANS ARE STRESSED OUT AND GETTING FATTER” (11 Jul 
2023) 

“CANCER RATES SOARING AMONG THE YOUNG, OBESITY IS THE 
800-POUND GORILLA IN THE ROOM” (11 Jul 2023) 

“U.S. EXPERIENCING ‘CRISIS OF EARLY DEATH” (12 Sep 2023) 

“AS FORECAST: OBESITY KILLING AMERICANS” (19 Sep 2023) 
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U.S. TREASURY HIRES SERIAL OFFENDER J.P. MORGAN TO POLICE BANK 
PAYMENT INTEGRITY 


J.P. Morgan has signed a five-year contract 
with the U.S. treasury to audit the 
approximately 1.7 billion payments 
Sea government agencies make each year to 
rel ፳ nii k; | | Ti ensure that the payments are accurate and 
IR GAN } CHASE &00 eee genuine, Wall Street on Parade (WSOP) 
Wi 888 reported. 


J.P. Morgan, the largest U.S. bank by assets, was chosen through a competitive 
process, the treasury said. 


Apparently, integrity was not among the selection criteria. 


Since 2014, JPMorgan Chase has admitted to five separate federal felony charges. 
Two of the counts accused the bank of ignoring warning signs that Bernard Madoff, 
mastermind of one of the biggest Ponzi schemes in U.S. history, was kiting billions of 
dollars through his accounts over a period of years. 


J.P. Morgan failed to report any signs of the suspicious activity. 


After Madoff’s financial mirage evaporated in 2014 and J.P. Morgan was charged, 
George Venizelos, an assistant FBI director, said, “J.P. Morgan failed to carry out its 
legal obligations while Bernard Madoff built his massive house of cards. 


“Today, J.P. Morgan finds itself criminally charged as a consequence. But it took until 
after the arrest of Madoff, one of the worst crooks this office has ever seen, for J.P. 
Morgan to alert authorities to what the world already knew.” 


Despite billions of dollars in check-kiting occurring between Madoff and one of his 
largest clients, Norman F. Levy, the bank never filed the legally-required Suspicious 


Activity Reports (SARs). 
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So much for monitoring the integrity of transactions. 


Compounding the offense, JPMorgan Chase bank loaned tens of millions of dollars to 
Norman Levy and his family, which they used to invest with Madoff. 


Lawyers for the Madoff Victims Fund wrote in court papers that JPMorgan Chase 
(JPMC) “referred to these investments as ‘special deals.’ Indeed, these deals were 
special for all involved: (a) Levy enjoyed Madoff’s inflated return rates of up to 40% on 
the money he invested with Madoff; (b) Madoff enjoyed the benefits of large amounts 
of cash to perpetuate his fraud without being subject to JPMC’s due diligence 
processes; and (c) JPMC earned fees on the loan amounts and watched the ‘special 
deals’ from afar, escaping responsibility for any due diligence on Madoff’s operation.” 


In 2021, JPMC was sued by Shaquala Williams, a former compliance officer with the 
bank, who charged that JPMC was making improper payments to political insiders 
and disguising the payments within the bank’s accounting system. 


After an earlier investigation in which the bank was found to have put the children of 
influential Chinese on its payroll to win investment banking clients, the U.S. Justice 
Department required the bank to implement stronger payment controls. 


The controls the bank put in place were a sham, Williams alleged. The bank retaliated 
by firing her in 2019, she claimed. JPMC settled with her just before her suit against 
the bank was scheduled to begin. 


TRENDPOST: JPMorgan is among a handful of elite banks that have carte blanche 
trampled the rules with impunity. 


In the past four months, JPMorgan has negotiated payments totaling $365 million for 
coddling child sex trafficker Jeffrey Epstein, never reporting suspicious activity as 
required while Epstein channeled more than $1 billion in questionable transactions 
through his accounts at the bank. 
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In 2020, the U.S. justice department charged the bank with criminally rigging markets 
in treasury securities, the same agency that just hired the bank to police banks’ 
propriety. The justice department’s investigation found “thousands of instances of 
unlawful trading in U.S. Treasury futures contracts and in U.S. Treasury notes and 
bonds...” 


At the same time, the bank was charged with a crime related to rigging the precious 
metals market. 


Also in 2020, the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission fined the brokerage arm 
of JPMorgan Chase $125 million, the largest fine ever for violating SEC rules requiring 
brokerages to document communications and make such records available to 
regulators. In 2021, JPMorgan Chase admitted to five felony charges of market 
manipulation brought by the U.S. Justice Dept. and paid over $920 million in fines. 


In August 2022, two former JPMorgan traders were convicted in Chicago on federal 
charges of commodities fraud, wire fraud, and attempted market manipulation for their 
role in rigging gold markets over a period of years. 


JPMorgan paid $920 million in fines related to the traders’ crimes. Neither of the 
traders were sentenced to prison time. 


“JPMorgan Chase paid $1.085 billion in legal expenses in the last six months and is 
still battling hundreds of charges and legal proceedings on three continents,” Wall 
Street on Parade reported on 20 October. 


As we have often said and have noted, if a bank is too big to fail, its employees don’t 
go to jail: 


e “CLASSIC CAPITALISM IS DEAD” (5 Feb 2015) 

e “SEVEN YEARS OF RIGGING THE GAME” (31 Jul 2015) 

e “GLOBAL CORRUPTION INDEX: HOW LOW CAN YOU GO?” (28 Jan 2020) 

e “DON’T CALL THEM ‘CRIMINALS’ - THEY'RE ‘WHITE SHOE BOYS’!” (29 Sep 2020) 
e “BANKSTER BANDITS: ‘SERIAL CRIME WAVE AT THE LARGEST U.S. BANK” (21 
Dec 2021) 
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e “ECONOMIC UPDATE - MARKET OVERVIEW” (19 Jul 2022) 

e “TWO JPMORGAN EX-TRADERS CONVICTED OF FRAUD” (16 Aug 2022) 
e “ECONOMIC UPDATE - MARKET OVERVIEW” (20 Dec 2022) 

e “UPDATE: THE BIG BANKSTER BUST” (4 Apr 2023) 

e “ECONOMIC UPDATE - MARKET OVERVIEW” (4 Apr 2023) 
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TRENDS ON THE eee SEU aS ከ 


WHEN THE ECONOMY FALLS JOBS GO WITH IT 


This is week 59 of our job loss report. Inflation and interest rate hikes are causing 
companies in many sectors to lay off employees. To illustrate the employment trends 
and the socioeconomic implications, each week we will list job losses. 


Pressured by the impact of higher interest rates on the mortgage business, Wall Street 
deal-making and funding costs, the next five largest U.S. banks after JPMorgan Chase 
have cut a combined 20,000 positions so far this year, according to company filings. 


Pfizer - No #, $3.5 billion worth of cuts 
British Steel - 2,000 

Google - 36 

Credit Suisse - 10 percent of support staff 
Expedia - 100 
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Stack Overflow - 28 percent 

Zen Studios - 32 

Jabil - 140 

Nokia - 14,000 

Scotiabank - 3 percent 
BrainStorm Cell Therapeutics - 12 


Minnesota and Wisconsin domestic violence shelters - layoffs likely 


Media Molecule - 20 

Curaleaf Holdings - No # 

Germania Insurance - 35 

Ford Motor Co. in Sterling Heights - 67 

Tyson in Wilkes County NC - 173 

American General Media - 20 

GoDaddy - No # 

Roblox ( China ) - 15 

AMD ( China ) - 300 to 450 

PlayStation’s Visual Arts - No # 

Morgan Olson Danville Location - Layoffs coming soon 
PeaceHealth University District Hospital - 400+ facing layoffs 
St. Louis developer Green Street Real Estate Ventures - No # 
Tropic - 26 

Sharonville Ford Transmission plant - 360 

Align Technology - 100’s 

Stellantis - 100 

Product Hunt - 60 percent 

Bullhorn - 144 

Ford - 150 more layoffs, as strike enters day 35 

Geico - 2,000 

LegalZoom in Austin - 100 

AgBiome - up to 123 layoffs possible 

Beam Therapeutics - 100 

Pinball Game Developer Zen Studios - 32 

Healthcare Startup Plume - 24 

Jabil in Fremont - 140 

Larch Corrections Center - No # 


37 


e Marsden Building Maintenance AT Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport - 
219 but some will be offered new positions with new contractor 

Thought Pennies Game Developer - Several Layoffs reported 

New York City Health + Hospitals - to cut 1,500 Contract RN by 2Q of 2025 
Cardinal Health in Nebraska - 24 

NYX in New Albany Indiana - 100 

BMO Milwaukee Tower - 44 


GOING OUT OF BUSINESS TRENDS 


In recent times, the economic landscape 

| has presented an array of challenges that 
have profoundly affected the business 

| community. Some of the most significant 
challenges include soaring inflation rates, 
escalating interest rates, looming fears of a 
recession, and a tangible decrease in 
revenues for many sectors...all made 
worse by the COVID War which destroyed the lives and livelihoods of billions across 
the globe. 


The combination of these factors has created an environment where business 
sustainability has become increasingly challenging. 


Unfortunately, numerous businesses, from startups to established entities, have been 
unable to navigate these tumultuous waters. 


The following list details businesses that, due to the aforementioned reasons, have 
made the tough decision to close their doors. As we review this list, it is a somber 
reminder of the vulnerabilities inherent in the business world and the imperative need 
for adaptive strategies in an ever-evolving economic landscape. 


e M&S will be closing 67 stores in the U.K. 
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Bankruptcy: Chapter 11, Kroger 

Bankruptcy: Chapter 11, Tattered Cover 

Bankruptcy: Chapter 11, Z Gallerie 

Bankruptcy: Chapter 11, Barretts Minerals Inc. 

Claussen’s, located at 10 Central Avenue NE in Le Mars lowa 

Seven child care centers in Western North Carolina will close on Oct. 31 
Best Wishes Floral in Golden Valley MN 

192 Brewing is closing its Mount Vernon location Wa. 

Round Table Pizza closing location in Folsom's Broadstone Plaza 
Mayberry's Restaurant in Brevard NC 

Energizer to close its Packaging Facility in Franklin Indiana 

Country Sun Natural Foods on California Avenue in Palo Alto Ca. 
Whaley’s Children’s Center in Flint Michigan 

Lucky Puppy Dog Rescue in Washington County Fla - May have to close 
Huntington Bank to close 11 locations in Minnesota all in Cub Food Stores 
Bankruptcy: Hello Bello - Chapter 11 

Bankruptcy: JAM Media Solutions moves from Chapter 11 to Chapter 7 
Boyer's Food Market in Elysburg Pa. 

Hood Container to close Facility on Monroe Road in Matthews NC - 48 jobs lost 
Endless Horizons record shop in Odessa Texas 

World Piece Pizza on Stone Avenue in Greenville SC 

Jacko’s Corner, located at 190 North Main Street in Salem NY 
Watertown's New Repertory Theatre 

DHS Supply Chain to close Groveport Plant - 260 Jobs Lost 

The ShopRite supermarket chain plans to shut down five Capital Region NY 
locations 

Rochester City Schools NY - Approves closing 11 Schools 

Gateway Diner Westville NJ 

Bankruptcy: Metropolitan Brewing 

Buxton Hall Barbecue, in Asheville NC 

Digital Brokerage Convoy is closing with no buyers coming to the rescue 
Citizen Bank closing 2 Newark Area Supermarket branches 

Certified Freight Logistics - ceasing operations on Saturday 

Long Johns Silvers Raff Road in Canton Ohio 

Camping World of Amarillo Texas Location 
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Charlie's Crepes in Camden County in Merchantville NJ 

OkieSpice & Trade Co., 107 N. Main St. in Sand Springs OK. 

Ruley's Santa Claus Land in Louisville Ky 

Pusser’s Caribbean Grille, Annapolis Waterfront MD 

Magic Beans in Wellesley MA. 

Manhattan Grill in Downtown Louisville 

University of Wisconsin announce 1 campus to close, 2 others to end in person 
Class 

International Paper closing facilities in North Carolina and Florida - 900 jobs 
affected total 

Times Square’s Cachet hotel NY - 36 jobs lost 

Modicum Brewing Company in Altoona WI 

Cycle Dogs in Seattle WA 

International Paper's containerboard mill in Orange County Texas 

Rite Aid expected to close 150 stores 


TOP TREND 2023, MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: MIDEAST WAR SPILLS INTO 
EUROPE’S ECONOMY 


The Israel-Hamas war threatens Europe’s 
energy prices and should prevent the 
European Central Bank (ECB) from raising 
interest rates further, Yannas Stournaras, 
governor of Greece’s central bank, said in a 
s Financial Times interview last week. 


፳ “It is a question of common sense,” he 
said. 


The Eurozone’s economy has reached “a critical point where if we continue to raise 
interest rates, we run the risk of something being broken,” he warned. “There is a lot of 
progress [in] inflation reduction [but] we are almost stagnant in Eurozone activity.” 
Banks have slashed lending, he noted. 
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The ECB’s governing council is widely expected to leave interest rates unchanged for 
the first time in 15 months when it meets in Athens this week. 


Even past rate hawks are sounding a softer tone. 


Klass Knot, the Netherlands’ central bank chief is “comfortable with the current stance 
of policy,” he told a recent conference. Boris Vujcic, governor of Croatia’s national 
bank, told that same conference that “what we are seeing now is a soft landing.” 


With “a new source of uncertainty in the Middle East...it is better to keep all of our 
options open and be careful to retain the resilience of the European economy” instead 
of having “a knee-jerk reaction,” Stournaras added. 


The war has nudged oil prices slightly higher, with Brent crude hovering in the low 
$90s per barrel. 


“The Eurozone continues to be a large net energy importer,” he pointed out. The war 
“is likely to have a stagflationary impact” if prices continue to rise. 


Also, Europe could see an influx of refugees from the war zone, he added. 


“If there is an exodus, we know that Europe and the European south is going to be the 
first stop,” which would create “a serious social and economic problem,” Stournaras 
said. 


Some council members are urging the ECB to speed its process of paring back its 
massive bond portfolio that it built during the COVID War. “Bond hawks” are 
suggesting the bank stop buying bonds earlier than its planned date at the end of 
2024. 


However, those bond purchases “are the first line of defense” against diverging 
borrowing costs among Eurozone countries, Stournaras pointed out. Wide spreads in 
borrowing costs among countries in the zone disadvantages those that must pay 
higher interest rates on debt, such as Italy and Greece. 
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TREND FORECAST: Europe’s sluggish economy and high interest rates have forced 
Eurozone countries to lengthen what had been a 10-year plan to make a massive, 
rapid investment in renewable energy to replace what it has lost in oil and natural gas 
imports from Russia. 


Meanwhile, OPEC+ will continue to keep oil prices as high as the market will bear, as 
we have explained in articles such as “OPEC+ Cuts Daily Oil Output Limit By Two 
Million Barrels” (11 Oct 2022) and “OPEC+ Slashes Daily Oil Output Limit By 1.16 
Million Barrels” (4 Apr 2023). 


As a result, Europe will remain on the brink of an energy shortage through this winter. 
The continent’s gas storage facilities are full for the coming cold season and, as of 
now, temperatures are forecast to remain within seasonal norms. That indicates 
Europe could get through to next spring with no energy crisis. 


That could allow the region to escape a portion of the damage caused by price spikes 
if Iran joins the Israel War or if the conflict escalates in other ways. 


CHINA CURBS EXPORTS OF GRAPHITE, A KEY EV BATTERY MATERIAL 


Seeking to hold its control over markets for 
| materials related to electric vehicles (EVs), 
China will now require export permits for 

% 22, some forms of graphite. 


High-hardness graphite is an essential 
ingredient in lithium batteries’ negative 
terminals. 


China produces 64 percent of the world’s natural graphite and more than half of the 
synthetic equivalent. It also refines more than 90 percent of the world’s supply. 
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China’s main customers for EV-grade graphite are India, Japan, South Korea, and the 
U.S., which also are the world’s main EV producers outside of China. 


The export controls will be wielded strategically, analysts said. Chinese companies 
building EV and battery plants outside of the country will likely be excluded, while 
competing nations will be subject to restrictions. 


The controls are "conducive to ensuring the security and stability of the global supply 
chain and industrial chain, and conducive to better safeguarding national security and 
interests," China’s commerce ministry said. 


“This bold and unexpected move by China has taken us by surprise, arriving far 
sooner than anyone could have predicted," Kien Huynh, chief commercial officer at 
Alkemy Capital Investments, told Reuters. 


The move is seen as coming, in part, as a response to the European Union’s proposed 
tariffs on Chinese-made EVs. China subsidizes the exported vehicles unfairly, the EU 
has charged. 


Also, last week the U.S. government tightened exports of advanced computer chips to 
China, especially those needed for advanced artificial intelligence systems. 


China’s new rules require exporters to apply for permits to ship two types of 
specialized graphite in addition to three kinds already restricted. However, the ministry 
dropped controls over five lower-grade forms of graphite used to make chemicals and 
metals such as steel. 


"With this new graphite export curb, South Korean firms which heavily rely on China 
for graphite imports would need to seek alternatives, such as mines from the United 
States or Australia [and] would likely increase the cost burden for many," analyst Kang 
Dong-jin at Hyundai Motor Securities said to the Financial Times. 


Japan will “take appropriate steps” if China’s new policy violates World Trading 
Organization rules, the government announced. 
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The price of flake graphite was $539.62 a metric ton last week, 25.5 percent lower 
since the year began as China’s EV demand puckered, according to Mysteel, a firm 
that analyzes China’s metals markets. 


Exports are likely to surge prior to the 1 December inauguration of export controls, the 
FT said. 


World demand for graphite will reach 770,000 metric tons this year and will triple by 
2033, according to analysis firm Fastmarkets. 


TRENDPOST: Together, China, Russia, and Ukraine mine the majority of the world’s 
graphite. 


For geopolitical reasons, those sources are increasingly unavailable. Africa, Canada, 
and Scandinavia have small amounts that can be tapped. 


Graphite also can be synthesized from hydrocarbons such as natural gas through 
complex, energy-intensive industrial processes. 


As with lithium, the world has come to rely on China to process mined graphite into 
usable forms. Recreating that infrastructure in other parts of the world will take years. 


China is losing export revenue as the price of EV-related metals has crashed, as we 
report in “Prices For EV Metals Crash” in this issue. Restricting graphite exports will 
boost the material’s price, helping to offset a portion of China’s lost receipts. 


TREND FORECAST: As part of the effort to reshore or “friendshore” supply chains, 
more countries will begin the process of tapping or manufacturing their own graphite 
reserves. Any mining venture requires lengthy environmental reviews in most Western 
countries, as well as time lost as environmental groups protest and litigate proposed 
mining ventures. 


As a result, new graphite mines in the West will not be delivering ore for at least five 
years. Shortages will spike prices, another factor that will keep EVs’ sticker prices high, 


at least in the short to medium term. 
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China’s restriction also will add an additional spur to the development of alternative 
battery chemistries, already the hotbed of EV-related research. 


UNION PACIFIC PROFIT DROPS AS SHIPPING VOLUMES DECLINE 


፲፪; 7) sy 
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Union Pacific Railroad reported 
third-quarter revenue of $5.94 billion, 10 
percent less than the same period in 2022, 
and a 19-percent reduction in profits, 
which fell to $1.5 billion. 


TPLFT Quy 


~ Earnings per share slipped to $2.51 from 
$3.06 a year earlier. 


Demand for freight hauling services fell across a range of sectors, the railroad 
reported, including chemicals, coal, energy-related products, and metals. Forest 
product cargoes were off 13 percent due to a decline in home construction, The Wall 
Street Journal reported. 


Intermodal transport—linking ocean shipping, rail, and highway haulage—also 
suffered a loss of volume as retailers worked off backlogged inventories and 


consumers bought fewer items. 


The railroad’s intermodal business dropped 6 percent in the quarter and revenue, 
measured by average revenue per rail car, thumped down 13 percent. 


The company’s share price closed at $206.76 on 23 October, down from a five-year 
peak of $273.38 on March 25, 2022. 


TREND FORECAST: We have been reporting the falling shipping volumes for several 
months. The facts are clear: Falling volumes for shippers indicates weakened 
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consumer spending and factory production, two factors highlighting the likelihood of a 
recession ahead. 


A bad situation is getting worse. Hitting its lowest level since the height of the COVID 
War in November 2020 when the continent was locked down to fight the COVID War, 
the HCOB's flash euro zone Composite Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI), which has 
been on a down note for several months, fell to 46.5 in October from September's 
47.2. Anumber below 50 signals contraction. 


With the EU economy in decline, it is a sure bet that the European Central Bank, which 
meets on Thursday, will end their ‘higher-for-longer' interest rate line and begin to 
signal that not only will they hold them at the current level, but also that they will be 
coming down sooner than later. 


PRICES FOR EV METALS CRASH 


Prices for cobalt, lithium, and 
nickel—metals used extensively in 
building electric vehicles (EVs) and their 
batteries—have plummeted this year as 
demand for EVs and electronics in general 
has withered in China, the world’s largest 
EV market. 


So far this year, cobalt’s price has cratered near record lows, lithium is down 70 
percent, and nickel 40 percent. 


The EV market has slammed on the brakes in China as the country’s economy has 
slumped sharply this year. 


Also, lower prices likely reflect a return to normal market conditions after a buying 
frenzy in 2022, analysts told the Financial Times. Fearing future shortages, EV makers 
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and others had raced to lock up long-term supplies of key minerals, bidding up prices 
to record levels. 


That rush drove lithium’s price from less than $25,000 per ton to about $80,000 at the 
end of last year. Last week, the price had fallen back to $23,000. 


Technological advances are reducing the amount of these metals needed in EVs and 
batteries, the FT noted. 


Prices also have dropped as auto and battery makers drew from stockpiles of 
materials on hand, hoping prices will drop before they need to buy more. That 
reduced short-term demand. 


In addition, higher interest rates have made it more expensive to hold large inventories 
of materials. 


Cobalt is a byproduct of copper and nickel mining, so its price is controlled by 
demand for those other metals. As a result, sharply rising demand last year for copper 
and nickel created a glut of cobalt. 


“This is irrational exuberance of 2021-22 reversing rather than some kind of massive 
doom and gloom setting in,” Benjamin Hoff, chief commodities researcher at Société 
Générale, said in comments quoted by the FT. 


“| can’t remember a similar level of [cobalt] oversupply,” Jim Lennon, Macquarie 
Group’s senior commodities consultant, told the FT. “For the next three or four years, 
the projected supply increase is almost double the market size.” 


However, prices could rebound “like a coiled spring,” he said, when EV demand 
returns in China and companies seek to rebuild depleted stocks and bid for new 
supplies. 


TREND FORECAST: EV demand will rise and fall with nations’ and the world’s 
economies. However, the long-trend trend is toward growth. Because these metals will 


remain in short supply compared to long-term demand, their prices will rebound when 
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the global economy strengthens and will rise at a faster rate than the economy as a 
whole. 


GERMANY’S PRODUCER PRICES FALL AT FASTEST PACE ON RECORD 


» The prices that German manufacturers 

| charge for their goods plunged 14.7 
percent in this year’s first nine months, the 
steepest nine-month plunge since records 
= began being kept in 1949, the government 
reported. 


Lower producer prices usually precedes 
lower consumer prices, indicating a slowing pace of inflation. 


Helped by lower producer prices, Germany’s consumer inflation will shed a full 
percent point this month, dropping to 3.3 percent after notching 4.3 percent in 
September, UBS economist Anna Titareva predicted in a note. 


That would be Germany’s slowest rate of consumer price increases since August 
2021, she said. 


The drop in factory prices was enabled by falling energy prices, the Financial Times 
reported. 


Ignoring energy costs, producer prices actually rose 0.8 percent for the period, the FT 
said. 


During the same nine months, Germany’s exports beyond the Eurozone fell by 8.7 
percent, compared to the same period in 2022. Shipments to China and the U.S., 
Germany’s two main trading partners, were each off by double digits, according to the 
FT. 
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The decline in exports is “another reason to expect a fairly hefty quarterly drop in 
German gross domestic product in the third quarter,” economist Oliver Rakau at 
Oxford Economics told the FT. 


“The disinflationary process could still gain momentum in the coming months,” 
Carsten Brzeski, an economist at UBS bank, told the FT, “ but looks to be short-lived” 
as the Mideast war threatens to send energy prices higher. 


If that happens, “headline inflation would rebound in the first half of 2024,” he added. 


Germany will be this year’s worst-performing major economy, the International 
Monetary Fund has predicted, shrinking by 0.5 percent and scratching out a 
0.9-percent expansion in 2024. 


TRENDPOST: As Germany’s economy goes, so goes Europe’s. 


Revenue in southern Europe’s tourist meccas will not offset Germany's weak 
manufacturing sector. With Germany, the EU’s largest economy and the fourth largest 
in the world contracting this year and barely growing through 2024, it will be even 
harder for the Eurozone to avoid a recession, beginning in this quarter or early next 
year. And, with the Israel and Ukraine Wars raging, the trend line for higher energy 
prices keeps expanding which means Dragflation: Declining economic growth and 
rising inflation. 


Trends Journal 49 24 October 2023 


U.K. INFLATION REFUSES TO YIELD 


In September, Britain’s annual inflation rate 
held at 6.7 percent, the same as August, as 
rising fuel prices offset lower food costs. 


The cost of energy rose for the first time in 
| Jų four months on higher prices for gasoline 
| and diesel fuels. Food prices fell, month 
MA over month, for the first time in two years 
due to “relatively small price movements,” 

largely in dairy products, the Office of National Statistics reported. 


Core inflation, stripped of food and fuel prices, ticked down to 6.1 percent last month 
from 6.2 percent in August. 


The Israel-Hamas war could drive energy prices higher and send inflation back up, 
analysts warned. 


Inflation in services also slowed slightly from August but still ran at 6.8 percent. 


In September, the Bank of England (BoE) held its interest rate steady for the first time 
since late 2021. However, bank governor Andrew Bailey said in a statement earlier this 
month that future rate decisions will be “tight” and the central bank has more to do to 
wrestle inflation down. 


Prices will be rising at a rate of less than five percent by year-end, the bank has 
predicted. 


Wages in the U.K. rose at a brisk 8-percent pace through June, July, and August. 
While that helps households cope with higher prices, higher wages also can fuel 
inflation by costing employers more and prodding them to raise their prices to cover 
the cost of higher worker pay. 
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TRENDPOST: Inflation in the U.K. has proved more stubborn than among other 
Western nations. Prices rose at 4.1 percent in the U.S. and 4.3 in the Eurozone in 
September. The bottom line is that the U.K. economy was hit hard by the COVID War 
and the draconian lockdowns that destroyed the lives and livelihoods of countless 
millions. 


Indeed, as Euronews reported on Monday: 


“In new data, it’s been revealed that overall spending on homelessness has 
increased by 10.5% since 2021/22 and a majority of councils have reported their 
costs have gone up. 


“Some 298,430 households in England became homeless or were at risk of 
becoming homeless, including 104,460 families with children between April 2022 
and March this year. 


“That’s according to the latest government figures which also show the number 
of households in temporary accommodation was 104,510 - the highest on 
record. 


“The data, published by the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and 
Communities (DLUHC), also reveals that the number of people facing 
homelessness because they received a so-called ‘no-fault’ eviction notice 
increased by 27.4% to 24,260. 


“In the same period, there was also a 30.5% increase in people assessed by 
local authorities as sleeping rough.” 


Trends Journal 51 24 October 2023 


SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST 


DISTRESSED COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE LOANS MOST IN 10 YEARS 


The value of commercial loans officially 
considered “in distress,” meaning they are 
approaching default, reached $79.7 billion 
in this year’s third quarter, the highest 
since 2013, MSCI Real Assets reported. 


Loans in the sector are burdened by high interest rates and falling demand among 
storefront properties and especially in office blocks where the shift to remote work has 
cut attendance by a national average of about 50 percent, according to security firm 
Kastle Systems, which monitors swipe card use. 


Loans against office properties made up 41 percent of loans in distress and 93 
percent of the third quarter’s increase in that category, MSCI said. 


Another $215.7 billion worth of properties are nearing distress, with late payments or 
unleased square footage, the report noted. 


Apartment buildings made up a third of distressed loans, not because the sector has 
weakened but because of an increase in the number of multifamily blocks in recent 
years, MSCI said. 


Commercial property values sank 9 percent during the first nine months of this year, 
MSCI said in a separate report, and the number of sales in the sector plunged 53 


percent compared to 2022. 


TRENDPOST: As we have said since the beginning of the COVID War, the office real 
estate sector has been permanently diminished. 
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Trends now show the sector splitting in two. 


Newer buildings with popular amenities — on-site gyms and coffee bars, green energy 
systems—are drawing tenants willing to pay premium rents. Older buildings unable to 
justify investment in amenities or infrastructure upgrades are seeing tenants leave and 
few new ones arriving. 


As much as 25 percent of current office space in Western economies will become 
redundant over the next 10 years. 


Many of those buildings will be taken by lenders and many will be seized by 
municipalities for back taxes. 


However, banks and towns will be reluctant to own properties that are liabilities instead 
of assets. 


Lenders and cities will work with office building owners, adjusting loan terms and rates 
and varying zoning and occupancy requirements to keep as many of the buildings in 
productive use as possible. 


Still, a number of buildings will become worthless. Those will be sold for the value of 
the building lots they occupy or be taken by local governments for use as schools, 
storage space, or refurbished for office use. 


We were the first to call the Office Building Bust and have greatly detailed its 
implications in articles including: 


“THE NEW LIFE OF LOCKDOWN” (19 May 2020) 

“REMOTE WORK = COMMERCIAL BUST” (2 June 2020) 

“SLIDING VALUE OF OFFICE SPACE HITS URBAN CENTERS?” (11 Aug 2020) 
“WORK FROM HOME, CITY REAL ESTATE DOWN” (20 Oct 2020) 
“COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE IN A TAILSPIN” (20 Oct 2020) 

“OFFICE WORKERS STAY HOME?” (8 Dec 2020) 

“RETURN TO OFFICES POSTPONED: COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE BUST?” 
(14 Sep 2021) 
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“WORKERS STAYING HOME, COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE DISASTER 
LOOMING” (19 Oct 2021) 

“COVID WAR KEEPING WORKERS OUT OF THE OFFICE” (16 Nov 2021) 
“NYC BUSINESSES: BYE, BYE NYC” (16 Nov 2021) 

“DELOITTE ABANDONS MORE LONDON OFFICE SPACE” (26 Apr 2022) 

“GM _SOFTENS BACK-TO-THE-OFFICE REQUIREMENT AFTER WORKER 
BACKLASH” (4 Oct 2022) 

“BUSINESS OFFICE BUST BEGINS TO BITE” (20 Dec 2022) 

“NEW YORK CITY’S WORKFORCE SHARPLY SHRINKING” (24 Jan 2023) 
“OFFICE OCCUPANCY HALF OF WHAT IT USED TO BE” (7 Feb 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: THE COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE FACE OFF” (28 Mar 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: INVESTORS BACK AWAY FROM 
DOWNTOWN PROJECTS” (27 Jun 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: EMPTY OFFICES MULTIPLY IN 
SILICON VALLEY” (27 Jun 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST, HSBC LATEST TO FLEE 
LONDON’S CANARY WHARF” (5 Jul 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: OREGON’S LARGEST CITY 
LOSING POPULATION” (5 Jul 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT. TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (11 Jul 2023) 
“SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (25 Jul 2023) 
“SPOTLIGHT. TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (1 Aug 2023) 
“COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE TIME BOMB” (15 Aug 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: TENANTS SIGNING MORE 
OFFICE LEASES BUT FOR LESS SPACE” (12 Sep 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT. TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (3 Oct 2023) 
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SPOTLIGHT: CHINA’S ECONOMIC QUAGMIRE 


CHINA’S ECONOMY EDGES UP IN 
THIRD QUARTER 


Following a number of policy tweaks by 
Beijing, China’s economy grew at an 
annual pace of 4.9 percent in this year’s 
third quarter, beating a Reuters poll of 
economists predictions of a 4.5-percent 


expansion. 
The country’s GDP grew 1.3 percent in the third quarter, compared to the second. 


The annual number compares to a period last year when China was still plagued by 
persistent, rolling anti-COVID lockdowns, which were eliminated late last November. 


“The external environment is becoming more complex and grave while domestic 
demand remains insufficient and the foundation for economic recovery and growth 
needs to be further consolidated,” the National Bureau of Statistics said in a statement 
releasing the new figures. 


The government’s policy changes responded to “cracks” in the country’s financial 
system and will give China a chance to reach its 5-percent growth target, the most 
modest in years, Alicia Garcia-Herrero, Nataxis’s chief Asia-Pacific analyst, said to the 
Financial Times. 


However, “mild growth of 5 percent won’t be enough to cover those cracks,” she 
added. “If the world goes in the wrong direction, it’s going to be very difficult for China 


to avoid those cracks getting deeper.” 


The uptick in China’s growth was aided by a record $200 billion in trade with Russia. 


This year also marks the 10" anniversary of China’s troubled Belt and Road Initiative, 
which loaned money for infrastructure development in countries Beijing hoped to 
secure favorable trade deals with. The venture has been marked by late payments, 
defaults, and a contribution to China’s burgeoning national debt. 


TREND FORECAST: China will benefit from Russia’s increasing dependency on it for 
cross-border trade. 


However, doing more business with Russia will not make up for the loss of trade with 
other countries that are now reshoring or “friendshoring” their supply chains. 


China will remain a key player in the global economy, however, because of Beijing 
launching the COVID War in January 2020 on its Lunar New Year, “The Year of the Rat” 
and its three years of zero-COVID policy that locked down the nation, it will not play 
the world’s dominant export role it has played for the last 10 years. 


IN CHINA, “GROWTH” IS OUT OF STYLE. “VALUES-BASED LEGITIMACY” IS IN. 


“It is glorious to be rich,” Chinese head of state Deng Xiaoping said in the 1980s, 
launching an era of unbridled growth that had the country in contention to become the 
world’s strongest economy. 


That growth, which created new Chinese middle and upper classes, was the 
Communist Party’s claim to legitimacy: if the economy was soaring, the party must be 
doing things right, Arthur Kroeber, founding partner and China specialist at Gavekal 
Dragonomics, said in a recent lecture. 


Now the manufacturing powerhouse that was China through the first two decades of 
this century has waned. Youth unemployment is at a record high. The property market 
has crashed and the vibrant consumer economy the government counted on has 
failed to materialize. 
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Thanks to Beijing launching the COVID War and its three years of zero-COVID policy 
which locked down the nation, China’s economy will not return to its former strength 
for years, if ever. 


“There’s a fairly extensive propaganda effort going on to shift away from that old 
social contract” in which the people give power to the party in exchange for economic 
success, Kroeber said. 


As a result, growth as the validation of the party’s effectiveness is out. Now Beijing 
has begun emphasizing what Chinese scholar Daniel Bell has called “values-based 
legitimacy.” 


What exactly does that mean? 


The party is now casting itself as the guardian of Confucian traditions, including 
responsibility to others, which is reflected in president Xi Jinping’s call for shared 
prosperity, and shifting away from capitalist ideals, which are seen as fragmenting 
society. 


“Confidence in one’s own culture” is “the most vital, profound and enduring wellspring 
of strength for the progress of a country and its people,” Xi’s cabinet said in a public 
statement earlier this month. 


No mention there of growth or wealth. 


Xi now regularly emphasizes Chinese culture’s 5,000 years of “indelible contribution” 
to world civilization, dosed liberally with nationalistic fervor that China now 
demonstrates by a more assertive presence on the world stage. 


“By associating the [party] with this timeline, he creates a narrative that allows 
rejection of Western style democracy,” Bloomberg noted. 


TREND FORECAST: Beijing knows that the economic future is bleak, thus they will 
promote more of a communist manifesto to control the population from protesting 


against declining living standards. 
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President Xi also has tied the new narrative to his government’s battle against official 
and corporate corruption, a blight that had spread through previous decades. Some 
government, and even corporate, officials have been executed; Xi also has accused 
members of his own inner circle. 


“Millions of people have been swept up” in the anti-corruption drive, Bloomberg said. 
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SPOTLIGHT: BIGS GETTING BIGGER 


As we have noted since the Central 
Banksters started to rapidly raise interest 
rates, the decade’s long merger and 
acquisition spree is over. However, the 
“Bigs” will still get bigger, as they buy out 
ቺ፪ overleveraged companies that can’t afford 
እ to borrow at high rates to refinance while, 
at the same time, recessionary pressures 


erode their profitability. 


A few of the “Bigs” with big money that want to get bigger will do what they can to 
buy out competitors and/or expand in new directions. 


CHEVRON GRABS HESS FOR $53 BILLION IN STOCK 


Less than a month after ExxonMobil paid $59.5 billion to take over shale oil producer 


Pioneer Natural Resources (“ExxonMobil Buys Major Shale Producer for $59.5 Billion 
in Stock,” 17 Oct 2023), Chevron has announced its $53-billion purchase of Hess 
Corp. 


Hess is a global oil and gas company ranked 358 in this year’s Fortune 500 and has a 
market capitalization of about $50 billion. 


In the all-stock deal, Chevron will trade 1.025 of its own shares for each share of Hess, 
which closed at $163.02 on 20 October. That translates to a price of about $171 for 
each share of Hess, a premium of about 10 percent above the 20-day average share 
price. 


“The prize here is Guyana,” analyst Peter McNally at Third Bridge Group wrote in a 
note. 
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By owning Hess, Chevron will own 30 percent of more than 11 billion barrels of oil and 
related resources in the South American country that has become a fast-rising 
producer. 


Chevron also takes over Hess’s offshore production in the Gulf of Mexico and the 
Asia-Pacific region and its shale operations in the Bakken basin, spanning parts of 
Montana and the Dakotas. 


The deal will not only boost Chevron’s production and free cash flow, but also will 
fatten investors’ returns: the company expects to raise its first-quarter 2024 dividend 
by 8 percent and sink another $2.5 billion into buying back its own stock, it 
announced. 


The Chevron and ExxonMobil deals not only solidify the companies’ place among 
global oil giants, but also indicate their faith in the long-term, profitable future of the oil 
industry. In contrast, European majors have publicized their diversification into 
renewable energy development. 


PUBLISHER’S NOTE: Chevron and ExxonMobil are taking multi-billion-dollar 
gambles. 


China has said its oil consumption has peaked, as we reported in “China’s Largest Oil 
Company Says Gasoline Demand is Permanently Declining” (3 Oct 2023). The 
International Energy Agency recently said global oil demand will stagnate before 2030 
and decline from there. 


Electric cars dominate new car sales in Scandinavia. France is among the countries 
that have banned sales of gas and diesel cars after 2030. General Motors and 
Volkswagen have announced they are no longer investing in making improvements to 
fossil-fuel-powered passenger cars. 


Surveys show consumers, especially those younger than 40, are demanding a 
fossil-fuel-free future. 
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Analysts have been warning for several years that oil companies risk owning “stranded 


assets” -- oil and gas fields that will never pay out as the energy transition curbs 
demand. 


Chevron and ExxonMobil have not disclosed their reasons for betting on an energy 
future that more closely resembles the 1940s than the 2020s. 
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THE ISRAEL WAR 


DEADLY RAID IN WEST BANK SPARKS ‘DAY OF RAGE’ 
PROTESTS 


Israeli forces raided a Palestinian refugee camp on Friday, killing at least 13, including 
five children, which sparked major protests in the West Bank and elsewhere. 


Israel used an American-supplied Apache helicopter in the raid at the Nur Shams 
refugee camp near the town of Tulkarem, according to The Guardian. The paper, citing 
the Defense for Children International in Palestine, reported that the helicopter “fired a 
missile toward a group of Palestinian civilians, mostly children.” 


After the chaos, which included a gunfight, the Israeli forces reportedly refused to 


allow ambulances to retrieve those who suffered injuries. One Israeli officer was killed 
and nine others were injured, The Times of Israel reported. Israel arrested 10. 


62 


TRENDPOST: Tensions have been high in the West Bank after the 7 October attack by 
Hamas fighters in Israel killed 1,400 people in Israel. These Israeli military raids inside 
refugee camps in the West Bank have long been a source of tension between 
Palestinians and their occupiers. See: 


e “6 PALESTINIANS KILLED IN THE LATEST ISRAELI RAID ON JENIN REFUGEE 
CAMP. U.S.-MADE APACHE HELICOPTER GUNSHIPS TAKE PART” (20 Jun 
2023) 

e “ISRAEL, PALESTINIANS INANOTHER BLOODY CLASH, AS TOP ISRAELIS 
CALL TO EXTEND CONFLICT TO WEST BANK” (16 May 2023) 

e “MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAELI ‘SETTLERS’ ATTACK PALESTINIAN 
VILLAGES IN OCCUPIED WEST BANK” (28 Feb 2023) 

e “ISRAEL KILLS 3 MORE PALESTINIANS DURING ANOTHER DEADLY WEEK” 
(14 Mar 2023) 

e “ISRAELI ‘SETTLERS’ ATTACK PALESTINIAN VILLAGES IN OCCUPIED WEST 
BANK” (28 Feb 2023) 


Mohammed Zuhdi, a resident from the Nur Shams camp, told The Guardian that it is 
no longer worth blaming the fighters or “giving excuses about Hamas, or Fatah, or the 
Islamic Jihad being responsible for our suffering.” 


“The responsibility lies with the occupation,” he said. 


He continued, “No one wants to die, but people get angry when they see women and 
children getting massacred, and they protest—then [are] killed by the Israeli army.” 


Zuhdi attended a protest after the raid and said to the paper that he was there to stand 
with his people. 


“Even if you do nothing to the Israelis, they will shoot you—no one is safe these days,” 
he said. 


Hamas has called for Palestinian supporters to hold “Day of Rage” protests to draw 
attention to what it sees as Israeli thuggery and abuse. Thousands took to the streets 


across the Middle East to show support for the Palestinians, who say they face a 
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second Nakba. (See “PRO-PALESTINIAN RALLIES BANNED IN MAJOR CITIES, NO 
FREEDOM OF SPEECH, NO RELIGIOUS EQUALITY,” 17 Oct 2023.) 


The Nakba, or “catastrophe,” was the violent displacement of about 700,000 
Palestinians during Israel’s founding in 1948 and Israel pushed out another 300,000 
plus when they launched the 1967 war against Palestine. 


Rashid Khalidi, a Middle East historian and author of “The Hundred Years’ War on 
Palestine,” told NPR in 2021, “For Israelis and for most other people who know only 
the Israeli narrative, 1948 represents the miraculous establishment of a Jewish state in 
the wake of the Holocaust.” 


But he noted that Palestinians refer to it as “the catastrophe.” 


“For Palestinians, it represents the destruction of their society, the loss of self—the 
right to self-determination and the expulsion of most of them and the expropriation of 
the property of most of them,” he said. (See “UN VENERATES PALESTINIAN 
DISPLACEMENT FOR FIRST TIME,” 23 May 2023.) 


Hamas first called on the “Day of Rage” after blaming Israel for bombing a packed 
hospital in Gaza. Protests broke out in Lebanon, Jordan, Yemen, Egypt, Tunisia and the 
occupied West Bank, according to Al Jazeera. Another round of protests also took 
place in Turkey, Morocco, Libya and Iran. 


War on Children 


The Defense for Children International— Palestine, an NGO, told A/ Jazeera that one 
child is killed in Gaza every 15 minutes by Israeli forces. 


As of Sunday night, Gazan authorities said 1,750 children have been killed in Israeli 
revenge strikes and thousands others are developing severe trauma symptoms after 


enduring 16-straight days of bombings. 


“We are witnessing a genocide in real time,” the NGO said. 
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Indeed, about 60 percent of those killed in Israeli strikes are women and children. 
About half of the population in Gaza are children. 


Muhammad Al-Louh, an ambulance driver in Gaza, asked Euronvews, “What did these 
children sleeping in their homes do to them? So the whole world knows that we are 
staying on this land. This is the land of our children. Let this crime stop.” 


Fadel Abu Heen, a psychiatrist in Gaza, told The Guardian that children in Gaza are 
beginning to show psychological strains from the war. Some have developed “serious 
trauma symptoms such as convulsions, bed-wetting, fear, aggressive behavior, 
nervousness, and not leaving their parents’ sides.” 


He continued, the “lack of any safe place has created a general sense of fear and 
horror among the entire population and children are most impacted.” 


The Al Jazeera report noted that the 1949 Geneva Conventions stated that children 
must be protected and treated humanely during times of war. The report noted that 
Israel does not recognize the Fourth Geneva Convention that protects civilians fighting 
an occupation. Israelis do not consider Gaza to be occupied land. 


The Guardian noted that a child in Gaza who is 15 years old has lived through five 
periods of severe bombings in their lives: 2008-9, 2012, 2014, 2021, and now. 


TRENDPOST: To date, over 5,000 Palestinians have been killed and 42 percent of 


their homes have been destroyed since Israel began bombing Gaza following the 7 
October Hamas attack which killed some 1,400 Israelis. 
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ISRAEL RAMPS UP WAR. KEEPS BOMBING SYRIA 


The Israeli military on Sunday carried out 
another round of airstrikes on Syrian 
airports despite Russia calling these 
strikes a “gross violation” of international 
law last week. 


Israel has been conducting massive 
airstrikes in Gaza after the major Hamas 
attack earlier this month, and there is a real risk of the war expanding. Israel tries to 
justify these strikes on civilian targets in Syria as legitimate because of lran’s effort to 
supply Hezbollah and other proxies with weapon shipments via planes. 


The most recent strike occurred at about 5:25 a.m. local time on Sunday and the 
attacks were simultaneously carried out, SANA, Syria’s state-run news service, 
reported. 


“The Israeli enemy simultaneously carried out an aerial act of aggression with waves 
of missiles from the direction of the Mediterranean Sea west of Latakia and from the 
direction of the occupied Syrian Golan targeting Damascus and Aleppo international 
airports,” the report said The SANA state news agency said on Sunday that Israeli air 
raids targeted the two main airports, “leading to the death of a civilian worker at 
Damascus airport and wounding another.” 


One civilian worker died in the Damascus blast and flights at both locations were 
redirected to Latakia International Airport, RT, the Russian news outlet, reported. 


Since 2011, Israel has carried out hundreds of airstrikes in Syria. Israel sees proxy 


forces in Syria as an existential threat because they are supported by Iran, its major 
military threat. 
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Israel has admitted to launching hundreds of airstrikes into Syria that target Iranian 
troops, military targets, and allied groups such as Hezbollah who, along with Russia, 
are supporting the government of Bashar al-Assad. 


Russia’s Foreign Ministry called these Israeli strikes a “gross violation of the 
sovereignty of the Syrian Arab Republic and the basic norms of international law,” 
CNN reported. Russia warned that such strikes could lead to “extremely dangerous 
consequences since they can provoke an armed escalation throughout the region.” 


TRENDPOST: Gerald Celente has long warned that maniacs are in charge, and they 
are taking the world to war. 


Israel’s relationship with Russia has deteriorated in the past year amid the war in 
Ukraine and the need for Jerusalem to try and support the U.S. without angering 
Russia. (See “PUTIN SAYS HAMAS ATTACKS SHOWCASE FAILED U.S. POLICY IN 
REGION,” 17 Oct 2023.) 


Israel managed the delicate dance for a while, but Israel stuck by the U.S. and Russia’s 
relationship with Iran blossomed. 


David Barnea, the head of Israel’s Mossad, said in a speech in September that there is 
concern in Tel Aviv that Russia could eventually provide Iran with advanced weapons 
in return for kamikaze drones used by Russian forces in Ukraine. 


“Our fear is that the Russians will transfer to the Iranians in return what they lack, 
advanced weapons that will certainly endanger our peace, and maybe even our 
existence here,” he said, according to The Times of Israel. 


TRENDPOST: As we have reported, Israel has been constantly bombing Syria. Here 
are just a few of their recent attacks. 


“ISRAEL BOMBS SYRIA” (19 Jan 2021) 

“ISRAEL ACCUSED OF BOMBING SYRIA” (23 Mar 2027) 
“ISRAEL KEEPS BOMBING SYRIA” (Nov 2021) 

“ISRAEL KEEPS BOMBING SYRIA” (11 Jan 2022) 
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“ISRAEL KEEPS LAUNCHING MISSILES INTO SYRIA. WILL WAR ESCALATE?” 
(22 Feb 2022) 

“ISRAELI AIRSTRIKES KILL 3 SOLDIERS IN SYRIA” (1 Mar 2022) 

“ISRAEL BOMBS DAMASCUS, KILLING 9 AS CLANDESTINE WAR 
CONTINUES” (3 May 2022) 

e “ISRAEL LAUNCHES, KEEPS ATTACKING SYRIA, 3 DEAD” (24 May 2022) 


e “UNPROVOKED, ISRAEL BOMBS GAZA KILLING 43, WOUNDING HUNDREDS” 


(9 Aug 2022) 

“ISRAEL: BOMBS AWAY OVER SYRIA, BUT LOOK THE OTHER WAY BECAUSE 
IT’S NOT UKRAINE” (13 Sep 2022) 

“ISRAEL KEEPS BOMBING SYRIAN AIRPORTS, KILLS MORE TROOPS” (20 
Sep 2022) 
e “ISRAEL: MORE BOMBS AWAY OVER SYRIA” (15 Nov 2022) 
e “BOMBS AWAY OVER SYRIA: ISRAEL CONTINUES ITS WAR WITH SYRIA” (22 
Nov 2022) 

“TOP TREND 2023, MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL BOMBS 
DAMASCUS’S INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT” (10 Jan 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: SYRIA SAYS ISRAEL LAUNCHED ATTACK ON 
ALEPPO AIRPORT” (7 Mar 2023) 

“ISRAEL BLAMED FOR ANOTHER ATTACK ON SYRIAN AIRPORT” (28 Mar 
2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: IRAN VOWS REVENGE AGAINST ISRAEL AFTER 
KILLING” (4 Apr 2023) 
e “ISRAEL KEEPS BOMBING SYRIA” (18 Apr 2023) 
e “MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAELI AIR RAIDS TARGETS INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT IN SYRIA” (2 May 2023) 

“AS PROTESTS AGAINST HIS JUDICIAL REFORM ESCALATE AND ITS 
AIRPORT IS SHUT DOWN, ISRAEL LAUNCHES BIGGEST MILITARY 
OPERATION AGAINST PALESTINIANS IN DECADES” (5 Jul 2023) 

“THE ISRAELI WAY: BOMBS AWAY FOR ANY REASON THEY MAKE UP” (11 
Jul 2023) 

“TRAPPED IN HELL: NO WAY OUT FOR GAZANS AS ISRAEL DESTROYS CITY 
IN REVENGE STRIKES” (17 Oct 2023) 

“VIDEO SHOWS ISRAEL USING WHITE PHOSPHORUS IN GAZA CAMPAIGN” 
(17 Oct 2023) 
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e “RUSSIA CALLS ISRAELI STRIKES ON SYRIA A ‘GROSS VIOLATION’ OF 
INTERNATIONAL LAW” (17 Oct 2023) 


BIDEN SAYS U.S. LEADERSHIP IS HOLDING THE WORLD TOGETHER 


U.S. President Joe Biden took a victory lap 
last week and said it is the leadership from 
Washington that is holding the world 
together — despite global crises ranging 
from wars in Ukraine and Israel. 


| l “American leadership is what holds the 
ct 66 ኬ.- = world together,” he said. “American 
alliances are what keep us, America, safe.” 


Biden tied the Israeli conflict with Ukraine and compared Hamas to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. He said they represent different threats, “but they share this in 
common: they both want to annihilate a neighboring democracy.” 


Biden noted that Americans have been left to wonder why it matters that the U.S. 
supports wars. 


“History has taught us that when terrorists don't pay a price for their terror, when 
dictators don't pay the price for their aggression, they cause more chaos and death 
and more destruction. They keep going and the cost and the threats to America and 
the world keep rising.” 


Biden used the Domino Theory to explain Putin’s ambitions in Ukraine and said if the 
Russian leader is not stopped, he could threaten NATO allies. He said the U.S. stands 


ready to defend every inch of the alliance. 


Putin told a conference earlier this month that Russia is not interested in seizing new 
territory in Ukraine and wants the conflict to come to a swift end. Russia currently 
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controls about 20 percent of what was considered Ukraine prior to the 2022 invasion, 
which includes two Donbass republics and the Kherson and Zaporozhye regions. (See 
“PUTIN SAYS RUSSIA IS NOT INTERESTED IN MORE LAND, WANTS TO 
NEGOTIATE,” 10 Oct 2023.) 


TRENDPOST: Patrick Martin, a writer for WSWS, noted that it did not take too long 
during Biden’s prime-time speech last week to realize that his top agenda item was to 
use both wars to “procure a massive spending bill for the war in Ukraine to prop up the 
Zelensky government following the failure of its summer offensive.” (See “UKRAINE 
WAR A STALEMATE AFTER KYIV COUNTEROFFENSIVE FAILS TO DELIVER” 17 Oct 
2023, “UKRAINE COUNTEROFFENSIVE A BLOODY FAILURE” 3 Oct 2023 and 
“UKRAINE LOST ITS COUNTEROFFENSIVE, NOW LOOKS TO PROVOKE WWIII WITH 
STRIKES ON RUSSIA’S BLACK SEA FLEET IN CRIMEA” 26 Sep 2023.) 


The Biden administration requested more than $105 billion from Congress on Friday to 
keep bloodying the killing fields in Ukraine, Israel and continue its effort to turn Taiwan 
into a porcupine. (See “U.S. WANTS TO TURN TAIWAN INTO A PORCUPINE ON 
STEROIDS” 23 May 2023.) 


Some of the funding will also be earmarked for the U.S. Southern Border. Ukraine 
would receive $61 billion; $14.3 billion for Israel; $2 billion for Taiwan; and more than 
$9 billion for humanitarian assistance; and $6.4 billion for border operations. 


CNBC noted that the supplemental funding request “invests approximately $50 billion 
in the U.S. defense industry.” 


“The funding will expand production lines, strengthen the American economy, keep us 
safe, and create new American jobs,” Shalanda Young, director of the Office of 
Management and Budget, told reporters. 


Martin wrote that the U.S. president is asking for this additional funding on top of the 
$1 trillion already going to military spending. He wrote that Biden even used Wall 
Street jargon when he made the pitch to the American people: “It’s a smart investment 
that’s going to pay dividends for American security for generations.” 


Trends Journal 70 24 October 2023 


He noted that the U.S. has been at war for three decades and these wars have 
impacted a significant portion of the world’s population. He mentioned Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Libya, Syria, Yemen, Pakistan, Bosnia, and Sudan. 


Martin noted that Biden mentioned former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, who 
called the U.S. “the world’s indispensable nation.” The president did not mention the 
“60 Minutes” interview in 1996, when Albright was asked about the 500,000 or so Iraqi 
children who died because of U.S. sanctions on the country. 


Albright said, “I think that is a very hard choice, but the price, we think, the price is 
worth it.” 


Reports on Saturday indicated that the U.S. could be preventing Israel from carrying 
out preemptive strikes against Hezbollah to prevent a wider war. 


TRENDPOST: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken has made it clear that the U.S. 
supports Israel and its continuing bombing, killing and destruction of Gaza... and that 
there is no peace at hand. 


Indeed, on Sunday, he rejected the idea of the U.S. calling for a ceasefire in Gaza. In 
an interview with Margaret Brennan, the host of CBS News “Face the Nation” who 
noted that “UNICEF says 1,524 children have been killed in the Gaza Strip during 
these bombings. Why isn’t the US calling for at least a temporary ceasefire?”, Blinken 
said that “Freezing things in place where they are now would allow Hamas to remain 
where it is and to repeat what it’s done some time in the future. No country could 
accept that.” 
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BIDEN VOWS TO HELP ISRAEL CARRY OUT ITS WAR AGAINST HAMAS 


Five-time draft dodger who never saw a 
war he didn’t love, President Joe Biden last 
week visited Israel and assured Israeli 

ር - Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu that 

| ! the U.S. will provide support for as long as 
| the war with Hamas lasts. 


“You can’t look at what happened here and 
not scream out for justice,” the president said. 


Netanyahu indicated that the meeting with Biden was successful and told reporters 
that there was an agreement on Israel’s plans to carry out a “just war.” 


“We agreed on cooperation that will change the balance on all fronts, and help us to 
achieve the war aims,” Netanyahu said, according to AntiWar.com. 


TRENDPOST: It is worth noting that the U.S. government could be complicit in Israel’s 
genocide in Gaza. 


Katherine Gallagher, a senior attorney at the Center for Constitutional Rights, told The 
Intercept that U.S. officials could be held responsible for “their failure to prevent 
Israel's unfolding genocide, as well as for their complicity, by encouraging it and 
materially supporting it.” 


The U.S. has repositioned carrier groups and, as of Friday, completed five -17 
Globemaster IlI missions to pump Israel with more munitions to drop on Gaza. The 


U.S. said these shipments will continue. 


Bullshit Biden managed to keep a straight face when he said it was the U.S. leadership 
that “holds the world together.” 
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The White House announced on Friday that it will request a supplemental funding 
request of just over $105 billion to help fund wars in Ukraine and Israel. The funding 
will also be earmarked for Taiwan and border control in the U.S. amid a jump in illegal 
immigration. 


The Associated Press noted that the package is not certain to pass given that 
Republican support for continued funding for Ukraine is waning. The budget would 
provide another $61.4 billion to Ukraine and $14.3 billion for Israel, the report said. 


Like Ukraine, there is a growing feeling that the war in Israel will drag on for some time. 
Benny Gantz, the former Israeli defense minister, told reporters that he sees the 
conflict lasting months and the “rebuilding will take years.” 


Private Backing 


Netanyahu reportedly said Biden privately approved a ground operation in Gaza, but 
there are indications that the U.S. is not too keen on the idea. 


Biden was asked on Friday if he thought Israel should delay the operation given the 
risks involved, and he said “Yes.” 


The Guardian reported that Biden answered the question while boarding Air Force 
One, and the White House later said he misheard the question. 


Ben LaBolt, a White House spokesperson, said, “The president was far away. He 
didn't hear the full question. The question sounded like 'Would you like to see more 
hostages released?' He wasn't commenting on anything else,” according to The 
Jerusalem Post. 


The Times of London reported earlier that the U.S. president privately told Netanyahu 
that Washington is in “full support” of a ground invasion to snuff out Hamas. Axios 
reported that Biden asked officials in Israel what they planned on doing after the 
invasion, and was told that it was yet to be decided. 
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TRENDPOST: Howard W. French wrote in Foreign Policy that Biden could be making 
a costly error because of his “complete unwillingness thus far to discuss how Israel’s 
own behavior toward Palestinians living under its direct control, or on contested 
territory, has played a role in fueling violence in that region.” 


He noted that he was not justifying Hamas’s attack, but he said the government under 
Netanyahu had been expanding settlements and treating Palestinians poorly. The 
Trends Journal has reported extensively on some of the atrocities. (See “UN: OK FOR 
ISRAEL TO KILL PALESTINIAN CHILDREN, BUT SHAMES RUSSIA FOR KILLING 
CHILDREN IN UKRAINE” 27 Jun 2023, “HUNGER STRIKER DEATH SPARKS ROCKET 
EXCHANGE BETWEEN PALESTINE AND ISRAEL” 9 May 2023, “ISRAEL KILLS 3 
MORE PALESTINIANS DURING ANOTHER DEADLY WEEK” 14 Mar 2023 and “DOES 
ISRAEL SEEK A ‘FINAL SOLUTION FOR PALESTINIANS?” 14 Feb 2023.) 


Human Rights Watch executive director Kenneth Roth told The New York Times in May 
2021 that the “oppression of Palestinians there has reached a threshold and a 
performance that meets the definitions of the crimes of apartheid and persecution.” 


Palestinians have been making the claim about the conditions there since the 1960s. 
President Jimmy Carter agreed with this back in 2006, and there is a growing number 
of Jewish human-rights groups that also make the claim. Jerusalem-based B’Tselem 
also made the claim. 


Ehud Barak, the former prime minister, warned that Israel risked becoming an 
apartheid state unless peace was made with the Palestinians. 


“Israel has established and maintained an institutionalized regime of oppression and 
domination of the Palestinian population for the benefit of Jewish Israelis— wherever it 
has exercised control over Palestinians’ lives since 1948,” Amnesty’s report summary 
said. 
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U.S. SPECIAL OPS FORCES IN ISRAEL 


rr IKAT 
| _ The White House tried to backtrack last 

; week after publishing a photo on Instagram 
_ that showed President Joe Biden in Israel 

| meeting with U.S. special operations 
forces, exposing their identity. 


| The common practice is for the Defense 

. i | Department to blur out the faces of these 
soldiers because of the risks tied to their missions, The Washington Examiner 
reported. 


The Messenger, another news outlet, reported that the unaltered photo appeared on 
the White House’s official Instagram account for hours and had more than 6,000 likes 
and 792 comments before being taken down. The original post read: “In Israel, 
President Biden met with first responders to thank them for their bravery and the work 
they’re doing in response to the Hamas terrorist attacks.” 


The first photo showed four men dressed in desert fatigues that RT, the Russian news 
outlet, said wore patches that identified them as members of the elite Combat 
Applications Group (CAG), which also goes by Delta Force and Task Force Green. 


The Messenger reported that U.S. special operations forces have been inside Israel to 
conduct possible rescue missions for the 100 or so hostages taken by Hamas. The 
U.S. said a Delta Team is currently working with Israelis to provide planning and 
intelligence support. 


A White House spokesman told RealClearPolitics that the communications team 
deleted the photo the moment it was informed of the blunder. 


TRENDPOST: The incident even raised new criticisms of the Biden administration that 
it is insular in its views. The Huff Post reported that the pro-Israel stance by the Biden 


administration has been a drag on the morale of Muslim and Palestinian staff on his 
team, and renewed criticism that his inner circle is not diverse. 


The Biden administration’s decision to position troops inside Israel without taking an 
active military role is similar to its approach to Ukraine. (See “U.S. AT WAR WITH 
RUSSIA: NATO TROOPS ARE FIGHTING IN UKRAINE” 14 Feb 2023, “U.S. AT WAR 
WITH RUSSIA: TRAINING UKRAINE TROOPS IN AMERICA” 17 Jan 2023 and 
“RAMPING UP WAR, U.S. PUTTING TROOPS ON ESTONIA’S BORDER WITH 
RUSSIA” 20 Dec 2022.) 


The U.S., at the minimum, is trying to intimidate Iran and Hezbollah from joining 
Hamas’s war effort by positioning two aircraft carrier groups in the Eastern 
Mediterranean and also reportedly deploying a rapid response force of 2,000 Marines 
and sailors. 


In response to the U.S. sending ships, in a show of force, China sent six warships to 
the Middle East. 


U.S. REJECTS UN RESOLUTION DEMANDING HUMANITARIAN PAUSE IN GAZA 


The U.S. was the only country on 
Wednesday to reject a United Nations 
resolution that called for a humanitarian 
pause in the fighting in Gaza as 
Palestinians there face a crisis that has no 
end in sight. 


Brazil drafted the text that called for a 
temporary ceasefire to allow the transport of humanitarian goods to Palestinians who 
have been bombed by Israeli forces for over a week. The resolution also condemned 
Hamas for carrying out its major attack on Israel that resulted in over 1,000 dead and 
more than 100 hostages. 
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One of the U.S.’s issues with the resolution was that it did not explicitly mention 
Israel’s right to self-defense. 


Linda Thomas-Greenfield, the U.S. ambassador to the UN, told reporters, according to 
Al Jazeera. “We are on the ground doing the hard work of diplomacy. We believe we 
need to let that diplomacy play out.” 


Russia and the U.K. abstained from voting. 


An Al Jazeera reporter said members of the Security Council were disappointed at the 
result after “days of negotiations and a humanitarian situation that was rapidly 
escalating.” 


TRENDPOST: The UN, once again, makes for better theatrics than a place for any 
serious diplomacy. It should be noted that the U.S.’s insistence on Israel’s right to 
defend itself is a moot point since Article 51 of the UN Charter already states that any 
country has the “inherent right of individuals of collective self-defense if an armed 
attack occurs.” 


The U.K., which will never vote against Israel at the UN, abstained from the vote—also 
citing Israel’s right to defend itself. London was also upset that the resolution did not 
condemn Hamas for turning the population of Gaza into human shields. 


Jurist.org reported that Russia abstained from the vote because it wanted the 
resolution to call for the end of all hostilities between Israel and Gaza. Moscow also 
wanted an end to the blockade. 


Brazil said it was focused only on the urgent humanitarian matter and its Craft “further 
reflected the ethical necessity to provide civilians in Gaza with electricity, water, fuel, 
food and medical supplies. The necessity to be protected from forced relocation when 
the prevailing conditions on the ground do not ensure a safe and secure 
displacement.” 


Twelve of the Council’s 15 members voted in favor of the resolution. Any “no” vote 
from a permanent member automatically stops a measure in its tracks. The body’s 
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permanent members are China, France, Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, and 
the U.S. 


Russia, once again, called out the U.S.’s hypocrisy vis-a-vis international law and said 
the veto was the latest example of how Washington is only focused on self-serving 
goals. (See “LAVROV CALLS OUT WEST’S HYPOCRISY, CITING ISRAEL’S 
OCCUPATION OF GOLAN HEIGHTS” 26 Sep 2023 and “LAVROV CALLS OUT 
BULLSHIT BLINKEN’S HYPOCRISY” 7 Mar 2023.) 


Vassily Nebenzia, the Russian ambassador to the UN, told Al Jazeera, “We have just 
been witnesses, once again of hypocrisy and the double standards of our American 
colleagues.” 


Lana Zaki Nusseibeh, ambassador for the United Arab Emirates and the only Arab 
country on the Council, said, “It is perhaps beyond me to put into words the abject 
horrors we are witnessing in Gaza. Each passing hour of this ruinous war makes a 
mockery of the principles of international humanitarian law.” 


WHO ‘STRONGLY CONDEMNS’ ATTACK ON GAZA HOSPITAL 


~R 


. Dr. Tedros Adhenom Ghebreyesus, the 

AY head of the World Health Organization, 
announced last week that he “strongly 
condemns” the attack on the Gaza hospital 
መ that resulted in the deaths of hundreds 

~ seeking refuge at treatment amid an Israeli 
bombardment. 


Both Israel and Hamas have traded blame for the strike on Gaza City’s Al Ahli Arab 
Hospital that killed more than 470 civilians on Tuesday. The UN noted that the strike 
reportedly followed two warnings from Israel that an attack on the hospital was 
imminent. 
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Tedros called for the immediate protection of Palestinians and also called for Israel’s 
evacuation orders in Gaza, which have been criticized as unrealistic and a near-certain 
human catastrophe, to be reversed. 


The UN also said it was outraged by a separate deadly strike on a “school located in 
Al Maghazi refugee camp that sheltered some 4000 displaced people, as well as two 
densely populated refugee camps.” See: 


e “GAZA STRIKES BACK” (17 Oct 2023) 

e “U.S. HAD BRIEF MOMENT CALLING FOR PEACE IN ISRAEL, GAZA...BUT 
POST WAS QUICKLY DELETED” (17 Oct 2023) 

e “U.S. HAD BRIEF MOMENT CALLING FOR PEACE IN ISRAEL, GAZA...BUT 
POST WAS QUICKLY DELETED” (17 Oct 2023) 

e “TRAPPED IN HELL: NO WAY OUT FOR GAZANS AS ISRAEL DESTROYS CITY 
IN REVENGE STRIKES” (17 Oct 2023) 


The attack on the hospital seemed to add fuel to the fire that was already burning in 
the Muslim world after Israel started to bomb Gaza. 


Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the Turkish president, said targeting a hospital filled with 
women, children, and innocent civilians “is the latest example of Israel’s attacks 
devoid of the most basic human values. | invite all humanity to take action to stop this 
unprecedented brutality in Gaza.” 


The hospital described itself on its website as "a haven of peace in the middle of one 
of the world’s most troubled places,” according to Reuters. 


The report said more than 1 million Gazans have fled their homes and about 60 
percent of them are currently located in a designated evacuation zone. It is believed 
that Israeli forces are preparing for a ground offensive in the city. 


Dr. Fadil Naim, the head of the orthopedics department, told NPR that he was working 


inside the hospital when the blast occurred. He said civilians thought that the hospital 
“was the safest place in Gaza.” 
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He said he rushed out to find people in the courtyard dead and with lost limbs. 
“Some of them died in our hands,” he said. 
TRENDPOST: How do you evacuate a hospital? 


The WHO reported that the facility was one of 20 in the north of the Gaza Strip that 
was told to evacuate, which is “impossible” given the “current insecurity, critical 
condition of many patients, and lack of ambulances, staff, health system bed capacity, 
and alternative shelter for those displaced.” 


“Evacuation orders must be reversed. International humanitarian law must be abided 
by, which means health care must be actively protected and never targeted,” the WHO 
statement read. 


Indeed, Dr. Ahmed Al-Mandhari, the Middle East regional director of the WHO, told 
The New York Times that Israel told the hospitals to evacuate, which he said was 
completely unrealistic. The Israeli military has not denied calling the hospital but 
insisted that the reason for the call was not about any looming air strike, but rather the 
general push to evacuate the region. 


President Joe Biden, who visited Israel shortly after news of the hospital strike, said 
U.S. intelligence pins blame on Hamas for the hospital disaster. 


He was asked by a reporter on Air Force One if he had a message for anyone who 
does not believe U.S. and Israeli intelligence. Biden said he could understand the 


doubt, but he said he was confident in his sources. 


“I’m not suggesting that Hamas deliberately did it either,” he said. “It’s that old thing, 
you gotta know how to shoot straight.” 
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PETRAEUS WARNS THAT ISRAELI GROUND INVASION OF GAZA COULD LOOK 
A LOT LIKE THE U.S. MISADVENTURE IN MOSUL 


Retired U.S. Army Gen. David Petraeus 
said in an interview last week that an Israeli 
ground invasion in Gaza could be long and 
bloody, and compared it to U.S. forces in 
lraq. 


Petraeus, who was interviewed by “60 
Minutes,” noted how U.S. forces swiftly 
took control of Baghdad but faced mounting losses as they squared off with ISIS 
fighters in Mosul, which is in the northern region of Iraq. 


“ISIS is a good analogy here for what Hamas has done,” he said. “It took nine months 
to clear that.” 


He said Israel seemed ready to order the ground invasion but Israeli officials are 
wondering what the cost will be. 


Petraeus also asked, “Then what?” 


President Joe Biden warned Israel against trying to reoccupy Gaza, which he said 
would be a big mistake. But Petraeus said if Israel does not reoccupy, “Hamas will 
reconstitute, and they know that, and so you’re going to go to enormous loss, 
casualties, the Israeli civilians, of course, Hamas fighters, terrorists, and then you’re 
just going to leave?” 


The Financial Times noted that the fight for Mosul in 2016 took longer than originally 
planned and resulted in 10,000 civilians dead “and killed more coalition soldiers than 


expected.” 


Ben Zvi, the Israeli ambassador to Moscow, said the decision for a ground invasion 
has been made, according to RT, the Russian news outlet. Israel’s top priority is to 
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destroy Hamas and rescue hostages taken during the Hamas attack earlier this 
month. 


“We shall do all efforts to bring our hostages alive,” he said, according to the outlet. 
He said it remains Israel’s “first and last priority, even if it takes a year.” 


TRENDPOST: President Joe Biden said during a presidential address Thursday that 
he has agreed to help Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu wage his war and 
“achieve the war aims.” It is the White House’s hope that the Israeli aid can be 
wrapped into one $106 billion package for Ukraine and Israel. (See “MORE WAR, NO 
PEACE: U.S. ANNOUNCES $200 MILLION MORE TO KEEP UP THE BLOODSHED IN 
UKRAINE” 17 Oct 2023 and “U.S. CAN SUPPORT ISRAEL, UKRAINE AT SAME TIME 
SAYS U.S. DEFENSE SECRETARY” 17 Oct 2023.) 


Yoav Gallant, the Israeli defense minister, said the campaign will have three phases 
and the goal is to establish a “new security reality,” according to Al Jazeera. 


Phase 1: Destruction of infrastructure. 
Phase 2: Low-intensity engagement to wipe out small pockets of fighters. 


Phase 3: “The removal of Israel’s responsibility for life in the Gaza strip, and the 
establishment of a new security reality for the citizens of Israel.” 


Military analysts say any ground campaign in Gaza will be bloody for the Israeli side 
because Hamas fighters are likely dug in and Israeli forces will likely face a plethora of 
dangers, from boobytraps and fighters dressed as civilians. 


There have been questions if Israel would commit to sending its forces on the ground 
but Gallant told his troops earlier this week: “You see Gaza now from a distance. You 
will soon see it from inside. The command will come.” 

So far, about 1,400 Israelis have been killed since the start of the war, and 3,800 


Palestinians. 
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TRENDPOST: Petraeus is a failed U.S. warmonger who led the 2009, Afghan troop 
surge that sent 33,000 U.S. troops to escalate the failed Afghan War that current Joe 
Biden ended in disaster. 


From leaving the U.S. military as a loser who is championed by the Presstitute media, 
he went on to get a job with Kohlberg Kravis Roberts, KKR), one of the world’s largest 
private equity cartels. Once again, the mainstream news media calls from their bullpen 
of establishment players who have memorized Washington’s propaganda. 


Petraeus oversaw the so-called U.S. “surge” in Iraq, and despite his battlefield and 
personal failing, he “somehow remains a bellwether for conventional thinking about 
America’s wars,” The Nation reported in 2019. (See “WAR LOSER GENERAL 
PETRAEUS APPLAUDS U.S. ARMY COMMAND TO TRAIN UKRAINE TROOPS,” 4 
Oct 2022.) 


The magazine noted that the retired general admitted that the U.S. “never had an exit 
strategy” in Iraq, but he said what they did have was a “strategy to allow us to continue 
to achieve our objectives...with the reduced expenditure in blood and treasure.” 


That kind of confusing logic plays well in Washington, and got Petraeus a job at KKP, 
the investment company. 


Scott Ritter, the former UN weapons inspector, is not invited on “60 Minutes” because 
he does not share a worldview that is tolerable by the mainstream media whores. Like 
Petraeus, he sees an Israeli ground invasion fraught with danger. 


“The Israeli Army is not very good,” he told the podcast Redacted, before noting that it 
did have some very capable units. 


“Most of these reservists spent their time walking the streets in the West Bank learning 
how to break the arms of 10-year-old children, how to rough up 15-year-old girls, how 
to belly shoot 60-year-old men,” he said. “That’s what they did. Brutal occupation. It 
was horribly demoralizing for many of these people, they didn’t like doing this, and 
when they left the military, they didn’t have a high regard for the military.” 
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He said most have no interest in fighting in Gaza because in 2014 “they went into Gaza 
and Hamas handed it to them. In 2006, they went up against Hezbollah, and Hezbollah 
handed it to them. The Israeli Army just isn’t that good, and they’re scared to death 
because Hamas /5 waiting for them. This is one giant ambush, and the Israeli 
intelligence is blind. They don’t know where they are. They’re going to have to go in 
there and probe, and as they probe, they’re going to be blown up, ambushed, 
slaughtered. And they know this. The other thing that scares them is that once they go 
into Gaza, they’re going to be committed to that battle with the bulk of their reserves. 
And if at that time, Hezbollah decides to open up a northern front, Israels got nothing 
left, and even if they had something left, they can’t beat Hezbollah.” 


CENSORSHIP 2.0: THUNBERG FORCED TO DELETE TWEET CALLING TO 
PROTECT PALESTINIANS 


Greta Thunberg, the climate activist, faced 
swift criticism from the Israeli Armed 
Forces after calling for a ceasefire as Israel 
wages a massive air campaign against 
Palestinians after the high profile Hamas 
attack that killed over 1,400 people in Israel 
earlier this month. 


Thunberg said the world needs to unite and call for an immediate ceasefire, and 
“justice and freedom for Palestinians and all civilians affected.” 


Politico noted that the climate activist also shared a post from a pro-Palestinian group 
from Germany that said genocide is occurring in the coastal city. 


Ayre Shalicar, a spokesman from the Israeli army, told the news outlet that anyone 


who identified with Thunberg “in any way in the future, in my view, is a terror 
supporter.” 
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“Because what Greta is doing, that she is now showing solidarity with Gaza while not 
saying a word about the massacres of Israelis, shows that she is actually not in favor 
of the Palestinians, but that she is sweeping the terror of the Palestinians or Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad under the table as if it did not exist.” 


Shalicar told the outlet later that his comments were out of a “deep sense of pain” and 
did not reflect his views or that of the IDF. 


Israel's X account, managed by the Middle Eastern country's Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, seemed to agree with Shalicar’s first remark and posted on X: 
“@GretaThunberg, Hamas doesn’t use sustainable materials for their rockets which 
have BUTCHERED innocent Israelis. The victims of the Hamas massacre could have 
been your friends. Speak up.” 


Thunberg capitulated to the outcry and eventually deleted the post. 


TREND FORECAST: As we had forecast for decades, censorship has become the 
way of the West. You are only permitted to support what the government tells you. 
From COVID War, to Ukraine War to Israel War, you are blackballed from the 
mainstream media and social media and denounced as being a “conspiracy theorist, 
“unpatriotic” and/or an “anti-Semite.” 
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For the politicians in charge of running and ruining nations, messaging in the news 
media is half that battle, and it is incumbent on countries to present issues as though 
they are black and white. There can be no debate. 


Israel War 

The news media provides propagandist support for Western-aligned countries by 
following the script. Hamas must be defined as a terror group, while Israelis who 
violently force Palestinians out of their homes are “settlers,” and when they kill them for 


resisting, they are termed “militants.” 


Yara Eid, a human rights activist, was interviewed by Sky News last weekend and 
called out the reporter giving the interview for her particular phrasing of the conflict. 
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Eid noted that the host started the interview by saying 1,400 people were killed in the 
Hamas attack and then said more than 4,000 Gazans have died in the conflict. 


ግ think language is really important to use because, as a journalist, you have the moral 
responsibility to report on what’s happening. Palestinians don’t just die, they get killed. 
They are actually being subjected to ethnic cleansing, to genocide through the last 75 
years,” she said. 


She also took issue with the reporter referring to the conflict as a Hamas-lsrael war. 


“Framing it as such is very misleading because it poses the thing as though Israel is an 
equal power, but it’s an occupying power. And it actually has the responsibility of 
protecting all civilian lives and children in Gaza. But what we've been seeing is that 
more than 1,700 of those being killed are children. So this is really not a war versus 
Hamas. Clearly, so many Israeli sookespeople have gone on TV and said, ‘This is a war 
against Palestinians in Gaza.’ And even if we imagine a world without Hamas...if we 
think of the West Bank, Palestinians have been killed, there has been land theft, and 
there has been ethnic cleansing.” 


The tone was set last week when U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken deleted a 
post calling for a ceasefire. (See “U.S. HAD, FOR A BRIEF MOMENT, CALLED FOR 
PEACE IN ISRAEL, GAZA...BUT POST WAS QUICKLY DELETED,” 17 Oct 2023.) 


Previously, the State Department’s Office of Palestinian Affairs said on X that it 
“unequivocally condemned the attack of Hamas terrorists and the loss of life that has 
incurred. We urge all sides to refrain from violence and retaliatory attacks. Terror and 
violence solve nothing.” 


That comment was also deleted and replaced with a more militant post stating that the 
U.S. “unequivocally” condemns the attack. 


PUBLISHER’S NOTE: It should be noted that the politicians running Israel are not 
Semites. They are eastern European Ashkenazi’s from Kazakhstan. 
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Palestinians are Semites as are those from the Horn of Africa, the Arabian Peninsula 
and the western coast of the Mediterranean. 


TRENDPOST: As we had forecast and as we have noted, Censorship has become the 
way of the so-called “democracies” and “republics” of the Western world who wage 
wars across the planet in the name of bringing “freedom and democracy” to nations 
they want to overthrow and steal what they can. See: 


“MEDIA CENSORSHIP TREND TO ESCALATE” (19 Sep 2018) 

“CENSORSHIP 2019” (11 Dec 2018) 

“U.S. MEDIA CENSORSHIP” (21 Jan 2020) 

“FACEBOOK: FU, WE’LL TELL YOU” (6 Oct 2020) 

“URGENT NOTICE TO READERS” (20 Oct 2020) 

“FREEDOM OF SPEECH IS UNDER ATTACK AS ONLINE CENSORSHIP 
INCREASES” (27 Oct 2020) 

“ALL THE PRESIDENT’S APPS: TECH COUP 2021” (19 Jan 2021) 

“U.S. GOVERNMENT CROSSING THE CONSTITUTIONAL LINE” (23 Feb 2021) 
“CONGRESS PRESSURES BIG TECH TO CENSOR EVEN MORE” (30 Mar 2021) 
“GAINING FREEDOM FROM THE TECHNOCRACY” (20 Jul 2021) 
“GOVERNMENT: FREE SPEECH IS BAD FOR YOUR HEALTH” (21 Sep 2021) 
“GOOGLE CENSORSHIP: DON’T DOUBT CLIMATE CHANGE?” (12 Oct 2021) 
“OBAMA CHAMPIONS FOR CENSORSHIP. FULLY JABBED AND GOT COVID 
HE KEEPS SELLING THE VAX” (26 Apr 2022) 

“CENSORSHIP RESISTANT TECHNOLOGIES BLOCKCHAIN OFFERS RIGHT 
NOW?” (2 Aug 2022) 


e “BIDEN PUSHES FOR MORE CENSORSHIP” (20 Sep 2022) 
e “ROALD DAHL GETS A REPRIEVE—NOW WILL Al WRITING APPS STOP 


CENSORING CURRENT WRITERS?” (28 Feb 2023) 

“ZUCKERBERG SAYS ‘ESTABLISHMENT’ ASKED FACEBOOK TO CENSOR 
COVID-19 INFO THAT PROVED TO BE ACCURATE” (13 Jun 2023) 

“THIS WEEK IN SURVEILLANCE” (20 Jun 2023) 


9 “THIS WEEK IN SURVEILLANCE” (11 Jul 2023) 
e “TECHNOCENSORSHIP: THE GOVERNMENT’S WAR ON SO-CALLED 


DANGEROUS IDEAS” (8 Aug 2023) 
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VON DER LEYEN CRITICIZED BY STAFFERS OVER HER ‘UNCONDITIONAL 
SUPPORT’ OF ISRAEL 


፪ሽ A letter signed by workers from the 
2 European Commission took issue with their 
4” | boss who is president of the Commision, 

| Ursula von der Leyen, for expressing 
unconditional support for Israel while 
seemingly disregarding the devastation in 
Gaza from constant bombings. 


The three-page letter was viewed by news website Euractiv, and was sent to EU 
delegations around the world. About 850 people signed the letter. There are about 
32,000 people who work for the Commission. 


The letter condemned the terror attack that was perpetuated by Hamas, but also 
strongly condemned “the disproportionate reaction by Israel against the 2.3 million 
civilians trapped in the Gaza Strip.” 


“Precisely because of these atrocities, we are surprised by the stance the European 
Commission has taken—and even other EU institutions — promoting what has been 
described in the press as European cacophony.” 


The letter continued, “We are saddened by the patent show of double standards 
which considers the blockade (water and fuel) operated by Russia on the Ukrainian 
people as an act of terror whilst the identical act by Israel against the Gazan people is 
completely ignored.” 


The letter warned that if Israel is not stopped, the whole Gaza Strip and its inhabitants 
“will be erased from the planet.” 


“We urge you [von der Leyen] to call, together with the leaders of the whole Union, for 
a ceasefire and for the protection of civilian life. This is at the core of the EU 


existence,” they said, warning “the EU risks losing all credibility.” 
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Despite the letter and a growing number of protests in the Middle East and elsewhere, 
von der Leyen seemed to double down on her support for Israel—while condemning 
Iran for attempting to stir “violence and chaos” in the region, according to Politico. 


TRENDPOST: It is worth noting that von der Leyen is the quintessential establishment 
Western official attempting to tie the Israel war to the Ukraine War. 


“All these conflicts have one thing in common: they are about the struggle between 
those who seek peace, balance, freedom and cooperation—and those who do not 
want any of this because they profit from the chaos and disorder,” she said in a speech 
on Sunday, according to the website. 


Her position is important because she is considered the face of the European Union. 
This issue is not exclusive to the EU. 

Josh Paul, a long-time U.S. State Department official, announced his resignation on 
Wednesday over the Biden administration’s approach to the Israel-Hamas war that 
continues to rage while causing one of the world’s biggest humanitarian calamities. 
Paul had worked for the office that approves arms transfers, said in an interview: “I 
recognize the Israeli government's right to respond and to defend themselves. | guess 


/ question how many Palestinian children have to die in that process.” 


The Huff Post reported that there is growing tensions inside the Biden State 
Department over the handling of the conflict. 


Officials told the news outlet that Secretary of State Antony Blinken and his top staffers 
“are overlooking widespread internal frustration.” 


“Some department staff said they feel as if Blinken and his team are uninterested in 


their own experts’ advice as they focus on supporting Israel’s expanding operation in 
Gaza, where the Palestinian militant group Hamas is based,” the report said. 
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One official told the outlet that there is “basically a mutiny brewing within State at all 
levels.” 


J- 1s 


AMERICANS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES WARNED TO TAKE EXTRA PRECAUTION 


The U.S. State Department urged 
American citizens who are abroad to take 
extra precautions due to the elevated risks 
of terror attacks and other forms of 
violence, as Washington provided Israel its 
full-throated support to continue punishing 
Palestinians in Gaza after Hamas’s attack 
earlier this month. 


The department said Americans should stay alert in locations that are frequented by 
tourists, and follow the department’s Smart Traveler Enrollment Program to receive 
any pertinent alerts. 


President Joe Biden and his administration have made a point to focus their public 
comments on the security threat that Israel faces, while intentionally downplaying calls 
for peace, humanitarian aid, or a ceasefire in the region. Biden has gone so far as to 


say that the U.S.’s support for Israel is unlimited and it will always be so. 


“|I come to Israel with a single message—you're not alone,” he said. “The United 
States stands, and we will stand forever, we will not let you ever be alone.” 


TRENDPOST: A viral video from 1986 for then-Sen. Joe Biden talking about Israel is 
informative. 


He called Israel the “best $3 billion investment we make.” 


He said it was high time that Israel supporters in the Senate stop apologizing. 
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“There’s no apology to be made,” he said. He continued, “Were there not an Israel, the 
United States of America would have to invent an Israel, to protect her interest in the 
region.” 


Muslim World Reacts 


The U.S.’s decision to see the conflict as black and white has resulted in 
Muslim-majority countries condemning Washington’s callousness on the Gazan 
humanitarian crisis. Protests have rocked U.S. Embassies and have taken part in 
major cities in Egypt, Turkey, Malaysia, and South Korea, according to The Associated 
Press. 


In Kuala Lumpur, about 1,000 protesters gathered outside the U.S. Embassy and 
chanted, “Death to Israel, God is great,” according to The AP. 


“Israel is just a big bully, and they are cowards because they are targeting the 
children, the hospital,” one protester told The AP. “Those (Palestinians) are helpless 
because they are denied all the basic things in life to survive, and yet they (Israel) 
complained they are being bullied by Hamas.” 


TRENDPOST: Josh Paul, a long-time U.S. State Department official, announced his 
resignation on Wednesday over the Biden administration’s approach to the 
Israel-Hamas war that continues to rage while causing one of the world’s biggest 
humanitarian calamities. 


Brian Finucane, a senior adviser at Crisis Group, posted the resignation letter on X. 
Paul condemned the Hamas attack and called it a “monstrosity of monstrosities.” 
But he said it is his core belief that Israel’s response—with the support of the 

U.S. — “and for the status quo of the occupation, will only lead to more and deeper 


suffering for both the Israeli and the Palestinian people - and is not in the long term 
American interest,” according to Middle East Eye. 
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Paul had worked for the office that approves arms transfers, said in an interview: “I 
recognize the Israeli government's right to respond and to defend themselves. | guess 
/ question how many Palestinian children have to die in that process.” 


“This Administration’s resoonse—and much of Congress’ as well—is an impulsive 
reaction built on confirmation bias, political convenience, intellectual bankruptcy, and 
bureaucratic inertia,” Paul wrote on LinkedIn. “That is to say, it is immensely 
disappointing, and entirely unsurprising. Decades of the same approach have shown 
that security for peace leads to neither security, nor to peace. The fact is, blind support 
for one side is destructive in the long term to the interests of the people on both 
sides.” 


TREND FORECAST: It is not Americans in foreign countries that need to take 
precautions; it is the Jewish people that will be mostly attacked. They will pay the price 
for the Israel War which the leaders of Israel launched. As Euronews reported today: 


Protesters took to the streets of London, Berlin, Rome and the French city 
of Marseille over the weekend calling for a ceasefire in Gaza and the safe 
delivery of aid. 

Huge crowds gathered in countries across Europe over the weekend in support 
of Palestinians and the Palestinian territories - two weeks after Hamas launched 


its major offensive against Israel. 


For the second consecutive weekend, demonstrators took to the streets of 
London on Saturday and Sunday - voicing an anti-war message. 


Police in London estimated around 100,000 people took part in Saturday's rally, 
chanting “Free Palestine’, holding banners and waving Palestinian flags. 


The protesters marched through the city before congregating outside Downing 
Street, the official residence of U.K. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak. 


In Rome, hundreds of protesters called for a stop to Israeli airstrikes on Gaza. 
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Waving Palestinian flags, the demonstrators marched with the cry of "Free 
Palestine!" and held banners that read: "No peace until we get freedom." 


"Israel carries out war crimes there, crimes against humanity there, and the 
international community has never acted," said Maya Issa, president of the 
Movement of Palestinian Students in Italy, who organised the demonstration. 


We note this since the Jewish people, of which there are just 16 million, are far 
outnumbered by the 8 billion that exist on the planet today of which 1.8 billion are 
Muslim. 


Since, as we say in The Bronx, “blowbacks a bitch” and innocent Jewish people will 
be targets of revenge, we therefore strongly suggest that rather than ramping up the 
war with Palestinians, the Jewish consider joining Jewish Voices of Peace. 


BLINKEN ANNOUNCES HUMANITARIAN AID TRUCKS INTO GAZA, BUT U.S. 
WARNS HAMAS NOT TO INTERFERE 


U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
announced Saturday that humanitarian aid 
trucks lined up in Egypt have begun to 
make their way across the Gaza border, 
which should offer some limited relief for 
the city’s population of 2.3 million that have 
been choked off since the Hamas attack 
earlier this month. 


“A convoy carrying much-needed humanitarian assistance crossed the Rafah border 
this morning into Gaza to address the growing humanitarian crisis. We thank our 
partners in Egypt and Israel, and the United Nations, for facilitating the safe passage 
of these life-saving shipments,” Blinken posted on X. 
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About 2.3 million Gazans need critical aid that has been prevented by Israel from 
entering. Israel has eliminated deliveries of power, fuel, and other goods and has 
severely limited water supplies, the Financial Times reported. About one million fled 
from their homes and have been displaced inside the city because the borders are 
closed. 


The BBC reported that trucks seen carrying aid, and one loaded with coffins, entered 
Gaza for the first time on Saturday. A reporter from the network said he counted 20 
vehicles entering through the Rafah crossing, but the UN called the shipment a “drop 
in the ocean” of what’s needed. 


Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, an IDF spokesman, said there is growing concern in Israel 
that Hamas could use fuel shipments for nefarious means and help manufacture 
weapons. But humanitarian workers call the aid essential. 


“I Know that fuel is a riskier item because it can be used in a number of different ways, 
but without fuel we won't have the hospitals running, desalination plants won't run, 
hygiene will continue to suffer, and, of course, for the trucks that have to deliver the 
aid,” Lynn Hastings, UN Humanitarian Coordinator in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, told NPR. 


The collective punishment is Israel’s response to the 7 October attack by Hamas that 
killed more than 1,400 in Israel. Gazans have been packed into hospitals and 
UN-operated schools that have also been pounded in airstrikes. 


TRENDPOST: President Biden issued a statement on Saturday thanking Israel and 
Egypt for allowing the aid to enter the city and said the U.S. will “continue to work with 
all parties to keep the Rafah crossing in operation to enable the continued movement 
of aid that is imperative to the welfare of the people of Gaza.” 


Well, isn’t that nice of Israel? (See “FOX NEWS HOST SUGGESTS THAT ISRAEL MAY 
GO NUCLEAR IF IT FACES MULTI-FRONT WAR” 17 Oct 2023, “GRAHAM CALLS 
ISRAEL WAR A ‘RELIGIOUS WAR’. SO GET READY TO FIGHT FOR THE RELIGION 
HE BELIEVES IN” 17 Oct 2023, and “U.S. CAN SUPPORT ISRAEL, UKRAINE AT 
SAME TIME, SAYS U.S. DEFENSE SECRETARY” 17 Oct 2023.) 
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After decades of running Gaza like an open-air prison and bombing the city with more 
bombs than the U.S. used in seven years in Afghanistan, they’ve agreed to allow a 
token shipment of supplies into Gaza. 


An Israeli security official told The Times of Israel that there seems to be no 
humanitarian crisis in Gaza. 


“There are hardships in moving people within days to the south of the Gaza Strip, but 
the population is getting along,” he said. “There is no shortage of water in Gaza, there 
is enough food for the coming weeks, this is in addition to the supply of medicines 
which, as far as we know, there is no shortage in the hospitals.” 


UNIVERSITIES THAT ALLOW FREE SPEECH LOSE MILLIONS FROM 
PRO-ISRAEL DONORS 


Top universities in the U.S. are losing 
millions of dollars from donors who 

| demand that only a pro-Israel view is 

| acceptable, and if schools do not crack 
down on any opposing views, they should 
go out of business. 


Marc Rowan, the co-founder of Apollo 
Global Management, and Leslie Wexner, the head of Limited Brands, both called on 
tougher responses to students protesting against Israel, the Financial Times reported. 


Liz Magill, the president of the University of Pennsylvania, was one of the presidents 


who came under fire from these billionaires. She apologized for not speaking out 
against the Hamas attack and antisemitism earlier. 
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The report noted that her apology was insufficient to billionaires like Ronald Lauder, 
who said he was pulling funding from the school after it was revealed that there was a 
Palestinian literature festival held on the campus. 


Daddy’s boy Jon Huntsman, the former U.S. ambassador to China, told the paper that 
he was closing his checkbook, the report said. 


Wexner, who was criticized for helping to create pedophile Jeffery Epstein, told 
Harvard that he will formally end his financial relationship with the school. 


TRENDPOST: Lynn Pasquerella, the head of the American Association of Colleges 
and Universities, told the FT that there is a demand for people to pick sides. She told 
the paper that college presidents expressed to her that they knew there would be 
anger, but the vitriol has been “extreme.” 


“Doxing students to never hire them and threatening to withdraw money because of a 
viewpoint is antithetical to American higher education.” 


College students and progressive politicians learned what happens when you speak 
out against Israel: you are destroyed. 


Bill Ackman, the hedge fund manager, posted on X that he wanted Harvard to release 
the names of the students who signed on to a letter blaming Israel for the Hamas 
attack to make sure that he never hires them. He was followed by about a dozen CEOs 
who agreed with him. 


Idan Ofer, an Israeli billionaire, also told CNN that he was stepping down because 
Harvard did not prove to him that they were sufficiently pro-Israel. 


Since the post, students who signed the letter were “doxxed” and a truck drove 
around campus with their names and photos. Above their photos read: “Harvard's 


leading antisemites.” 


In the U.S., you are encouraged to be anti-Palestinian. 
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Even law firms do not respect free speech. 


The FT noted that Davis Polk withdrew job offers to three Harvard and Columbia law 
school graduates who were linked to pro-Palestinian statements. 


TREND FORECAST: As we have noted, Censorship has become the way of the West. 
See: 


“MEDIA CENSORSHIP TREND TO ESCALATE” (19 Sep 2018) 

“CENSORSHIP 2019” (11 Dec 2018) 

“U.S. MEDIA CENSORSHIP” (21 Jan 2020) 

“FACEBOOK: FU, WE’LL TELL YOU” (6 Oct 2020) 

“URGENT NOTICE TO READERS” (20 Oct 2020) 

“FREEDOM OF SPEECH IS UNDER ATTACK AS ONLINE CENSORSHIP 

INCREASES” (27 Oct 2020) 

“ALL THE PRESIDENT’S APPS: TECH COUP 2021” (19 Jan 2021) 

“U.S. GOVERNMENT CROSSING THE CONSTITUTIONAL LINE” (23 Feb 2021) 

“CONGRESS PRESSURES BIG TECH TO CENSOR EVEN MORE” (30 Mar 2021) 

“GAINING FREEDOM FROM THE TECHNOCRACY” (20 Jul 2021) 

“GOVERNMENT: FREE SPEECH IS BAD FOR YOUR HEALTH” (21 Sep 2021) 

“GOOGLE CENSORSHIP: DON’T DOUBT CLIMATE CHANGE?” (12 Oct 2021) 

“OBAMA CHAMPIONS FOR CENSORSHIP. FULLY JABBED AND GOT COVID 

HE KEEPS SELLING THE VAX” (26 Apr 2022) 

e “CENSORSHIP RESISTANT TECHNOLOGIES BLOCKCHAIN OFFERS RIGHT 
NOW?” (2 Aug 2022) 

e “BIDEN PUSHES FOR MORE CENSORSHIP” (20 Sep 2022) 

e “ROALD DAHL GETS A REPRIEVE—NOW WILL Al WRITING APPS STOP 
CENSORING CURRENT WRITERS?” (28 Feb 2023) 

e “ZUCKERBERG SAYS ‘ESTABLISHMENT’ ASKED FACEBOOK TO CENSOR 
COVID-19 INFO THAT PROVED TO BE ACCURATE” (13 Jun 2023) 

e “THIS WEEK IN SURVEILLANCE” (20 Jun 2023) 

9 “THIS WEEK IN SURVEILLANCE” (11 Jul 2023) 

e “TECHNOCENSORSHIP: THE GOVERNMENT’S WAR ON SO-CALLED 

DANGEROUS IDEAS” (8 Aug 2023) 
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PROMOTE ISRAELI PROPAGANDA OR ELSE: ONLY ONE SIDE PERMITTED 
DURING ISRAEL WAR 


There are two sides to every story, unless 
you are a mainstream media Presstitute, 
little boys and girls who act like men and 
women that put out for their corporate 
pimps and government whoremasters. 


The New York Times reported Saturday 
that Israeli journalists who have raised 
concerns about the number of Gazans who are dying in Israeli’s effort to snuff out 
Hamas have been targeted by protesters for allegedly betraying the country. 


“There are fewer people voicing opposition to the Israeli operation,” Natan Sachs, the 
director of the Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution, told the 
paper. “There is much more vitriol for those who do.” 


The paper spoke with Tal Shalev, a political commentator for Walla, the Hebrew news 
site. She told the paper that she feels compelled to continue writing articles that hold 

the Israeli government accountable and that she does not subscribe to the notion that 
it is disloyal to do otherwise. 


“There is a sentiment here saying it's not the time now to deal with the malpractices 
and problems, and we should wait until after the war because now is the time to unite 
and not criticize the government. | don’t fully agree with that.” 


Reporters Without Borders has accused Israel of attempting to oversee a media 
blackout in Gaza. As of Sunday, 23 reporters have been killed while reporting on the 
war. 


Gilad Erdan, Israel’s envoy to the UN, said, “Obviously, we would never want to hit or 
kill or shoot any journalist that is doing its job, but we’re in a state of war. Things might 


happen.” 


98 


TRENDPOST: Sachs noted that prior to the war, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu was in the fight for his political life. He was facing corruption charges and 
weekly protests opposed to his judicial power grab. See: 


e “WEST SELLS ISRAELI LINE THAT HAMAS ATTACK WAS ‘INTELLIGENCE 
FAILURE’ GLOSSES OVER FACT THAT NETANYAHU WAS FIGHTING FOR 
POLITICAL SURVIVAL” (10 Oct 2023) 

e “PROTESTS KEEP ROCKING ISRAEL AS NETANYAHU MOVES AHEAD WITH 
JUDICIAL REFORMS” (1 Aug 2023) 

e “AS PROTESTS AGAINST HIS JUDICIAL REFORM ESCALATE AND ITS 
AIRPORT IS SHUT DOWN, ISRAEL LAUNCHES BIGGEST MILITARY 
OPERATION AGAINST PALESTINIANS IN DECADES” (5 Jul 2023) 

e “NETANYAHU: ISRAEL WILL PROCEED WITH CONTROVERSIAL JUDICIAL 
OVERHAUL?” (20 Jun 2023) 

e “ISRAEL ROCKED BY NEW ROUND OF PROTESTS OVER JUDICIAL 
OVERHAUL?” (18 Apr 2023) 

e “PROTESTS KEEP ERUPTING IN ISRAEL, ELITE AIR FORCE RESERVISTS 
STRIKE” (7 Mar 2023) 


Thousands protested in Tel Aviv on Saturday calling for Netanyahu to resign. 


Alon Pinkas, a writer for Haaretz, wrote that Netanyahu should have resigned after the 
Hamas attack but he lacks the “qualities and character necessary to do the right thing.” 


“The governing coalition is 64-strong, which means five members would need to 
defect and vote with the opposition. Finding those five is impossible, and the idea that 
five coalition lawmakers would grow a spinal cord, develop guts and other necessary 
organs needed for this would be a medical wonder,” he wrote. 
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ISRAEL TANK STRIKES EGYPT DURING HUMANITARIAN AID TRANSFER 


An Israeli tank struck an Egyptian position 
near Gaza during the second humanitarian 
convoy — injuring several border guards, 
Reuters reported on Sunday. 


— Israel admitted to the strike and said it 
“expresses sorrow regarding the incident,” 
according to the report. Israel said it is 


investigating. 


One critic of Israeli policy took to X and accused IDF forces of intentionally targeting 
the convoy. 


“Israel also bombed Egypt (Rafah) earlier today, preventing humanitarian aid from 
entering Gaza,” the user posted. “Only Israel can bomb 3 countries at once, and the 
‘international community’ doesn’t even bat an eyelash.” 


TRENDPOST: We have reported on how Israel struck Syrian airports that had been 
taking shipments intended for earthquake victims in the country. 


Since 2011, Israel has carried out hundreds of airstrikes in Syria and claims to target 
pro-lranian forces in the country. Israel has said this airport has been used by Iran to 
arm its proxies in Syria, including Hezbollah. (See “ISRAEL CONDUCTS ‘DEADLIEST’ 
ATTACK ON DAMASCUS AS SYRIA TRIES TO OVERCOME HISTORIC 
EARTHQUAKE,” 27 Feb 2023.) 


We’ve long noted that in the one-sided world of demonic thinking espoused by 
Western politicians and the Presstitutes... only Israel has the “right to defend 
themselves,” steal land under the name of “occupations,” launch preemptive wars to 
bomb Gaza and kill Palestinians, and operate as an Apartheid state as noted by Human 
Rights Watch. 
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Total Blockade 


The report noted that Israel has been conducting a total blockade. The first convoy of 
trucks was stuck in position for days after President Joe Biden announced that Israel 
agreed to allow humanitarian aid into Gaza. 


Antonio Guterres, the secretary-general of the UN, said Saturday that there are two 
million people who are suffering “enormously,” who have no water, food, medicine, or 
fuel. He said the trucks had been stuck on Egypt’s side of the border but there was a 
trickle of movement late Saturday. 


CBS News noted that just about 20 trucks of more than 200 trucks were allowed to 
enter Gaza. In the meantime, Gazans had been rationing food and drinking dirty water. 


Dr. Michael Ryan, the executive director of the World Health Organization’s Health 
Emergency Program, said Gaza doesn’t need 20 trucks, but rather 2,000. 


Israel has expressed concern that the convoy could include weapons shipments for 
Hamas fighters in Gaza. Fuel has been a source of contention because it can have 
military applications. But Medical Aid for Palestinians noted on Sunday that there are 
130 premature babies “in imminent danger if fuel does not reach hospitals soon.” 


TRENDPOST: Israel is known to put Gazans on a “diet” during normal relations with 
the coastal city. In 2012, The Guardian reported that Israel assumed the average 
Gazan needed 2,300 calories to avoid a humanitarian crisis. 


The Israeli government in 2012 released a confidential document produced in 2008 
detailing how Israeli officials “had been calculating the minimum caloric intake needed 
to keep Gazans from starving while maintaining strict control over the import of food,” 
the Institute for Middle East Understanding reported, citing Haaretz. 


“On average, the minimum worked out to 2,279 calories per person per day, which 


could be supplied by 1,836 grams of food, or 2,575.5 tons of food for the entire 
population of Gaza,” the report said. 
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Robert Turner, UNRWA's director of operations in the Gaza Strip, told Haaretz that he 
“read the draft with concern. If this reflects an authentic policy intended to cap food 
imports, this ‘red lines’ approach is contrary to humanitarian principles. If it is intended 
to prevent a humanitarian crisis by setting a minimum threshold, it has failed.” 


Yoav Gallant, the Israeli minister of defense, said in the early days of the war that he 
had ordered a complete siege of the Gaza Strip. 


“There will be no electricity, no food, no fuel, everything is closed. We are fighting 
human animals, and we will act accordingly,” he said. 


Gisha, an Israeli not-for-profit, said, “Israel’s decision to completely cut supply of 
water, food, fuel, electricity, medicine and other goods to Gaza comes against the 
backdrop of an ongoing humanitarian crisis in the Strip, itself caused in large part by 
Israel’s 16-year closure of Gaza and decades of movement restrictions preceding it, as 
well as its repeated attacks on the Strip.” 


BBC NEWS HOST: U.S. BACKS ISRAEL BECAUSE OF ‘JEWISH WEALTH’ 


Gonzalo Canada, a host on BBC’s 
Spanish-language service, BBC News 
Mundo, said during a program last week 
that Jewish wealth and influence can help 
explain why there’s so much support for 
the tiny Middle Eastern country in the U.S. 


The reporter said there are about seven 
million Jews living in Israel. The U.S., a country of 331.9 million, is home to about 7.5 
million Jews. 


“Although Jews are a minority in the American population, they are a powerful 
minority,” Cañada noted, according to The Jerusalem Post. 
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The paper noted that the BBC has been criticized for its coverage of the Israel war, 
with some calling the reporting unfairly harsh on Israel and antisemitic. The BBC does 
not call Hamas a terror organization. 


TRENDPOST: It is no secret in the U.S. that Jewish political groups have a lot of 
power due to their ability to promote candidates who promise to be loyal to Israel. 


We noted in 2022, Jewish groups in the U.S. spent tens of millions on their favorite 
candidates in primaries alone to defeat any candidate that has anything other than a 
most favorable view of the Apartheid state of Israel. 


We’ve reported on how these donations tend to go to candidates with a more centrist 
view of Israel, which generally means they will turn a blind eye to human rights 
violations in Gaza and missile attacks on Syria. (See “AIPAC FLEXES $ MUSCLE: 
DUMPS IN MILLIONS TO POLITICAL LACKEYS” 8 Aug 2022 and “AIPAC ATTACKS 
U.S. CANDIDATES CRITICAL OF ISRAEL” 24 May 2022.) 


Rep. Rashida Tlaib, D-Mich., the only current member of Congress of Palestinian 
descent, won her primary easily last week despite pro-Israel groups like AIPAC 
spending millions to unseat her. 


J Street, which is considered to be AIPAC’s “progressive foil,” penned an article in The 
Guardian in 2022 that claimed AIPAC and UDP PAC was working to bully candidates 
into believing that it is not possible to criticize Israeli policy in any way and cannot 
whisper any support of Palestinian rights, The Jewish Journal reported. J Street wrote 
that it is “anti-democratic when a group can influence this process in such a way.” 


Imagine a world where a pro-Kremlin PAC emerged in the U.S. and contributed 
millions for political campaigns tied to politicians considered by the mainstream as 


“not anti-Russian enough.” 


It would never happen because there is—whether Russia or any country sending 
money to support their American candidate—a double standard in the United States. 
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We also noted last week that some pro-lsrael politicians in the U.S. have framed the 
war in Israel as though it is a “religious” war. (See “GRAHAM CALLS ISRAEL WAR A 
‘RELIGIOUS WAR? SO GET READY TO FIGHT FOR THE RELIGION HE BELIEVES IN” 
17 Oct 2023.) 


Canada Considers U.S. Support 


The BBC host noted how quickly Biden and his team voiced their total support for 
Israel after the Hamas attack on 7 October. He said half of American Jews have a 
household income of “more than $100,000 annually, while among Americans in 
general, the percentage with that same income barely reaches 19 percent.” 


“In terms of educational level, 36 percent of American Jews have completed a 
postgraduate degree, compared to 14 percent of the general US population. 
Furthermore, Jews have also found prosperous avenues in politics. In the current 
legislature, 34 congressmen, 6.4 percent of parliamentarians, declare themselves to 
be Jewish, while the portion of the American population that declares itself Jewish 
does not exceed two percent.” 


TRENDPOST: Obviously Canada better not submit a job application to Fox News and 


CNN any time soon after that report. Any reporting on Israel that does not fit the 
approved narrative is immediately written off as antisemitism at its ugliest. 
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TOP RUSSIAN DIPLOMAT WARNS THAT ISRAEL WAR HAS CHANCE OF 
BECOMING REGIONAL CRISIS 


i he Sd 
~ % 


Sergey Lavrov, Russia’s top diplomat, told 
reporters that Israel’s war with Hamas risks 
becoming a full-fledged regional 

crisis —noting how Western countries have 
blamed Iranian influence on the conflict 
without any evidence. 


Lavrov was in Pyongyang last week when 
he addressed the war. He said Russia was 
observing the clear attempt by the West to “blame everything on Iran and we consider 
them quite provocative.” 


“The Iranian leadership, | believe, takes a fairly responsible, balanced position and is 
calling for preventing this conflict from spreading to the entire region and neighboring 
countries,” he said. 


Lavrov said Russia is willing to discuss any constructive proposals to end the conflict 
and de-escalate the situation. Indeed, Russia tried to amend a draft UN resolution last 
week to call for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza, which was rejected outright by the 
U.S., which is also a member of the Security Council. 


Putin has called the Israeli bombardment of Gaza “unacceptable.” 


“More than two million people live there,” he said. “Far from all of them support 
Hamas, by the way. But all of them have to suffer, including women and children.” 


Al Jazeera noted that Russia does not officially call Hamas a terror group. He also 


criticized the blockade around Gaza and compared it to that of Stalingrad during 
WWII. See: 
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e “PUTIN SAYS HAMAS ATTACKS SHOWCASE FAILED U.S. POLICY IN REGION” 
(17 Oct 2023) 

e “TRAPPED IN HELL: NO WAY OUT FOR GAZANS AS ISRAEL DESTROYS CITY 
IN REVENGE STRIKES” (17 Oct 2023) 

e “RUSSIA CALLS ISRAELI STRIKES ON SYRIA A ‘GROSS VIOLATION’ OF 
INTERNATIONAL LAW?” (17 Oct 2023) 

e “MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: IRAN BEING BLAMED FOR HAMAS ATTACK. YES 
OR NO?” (17 Oct 2023) 


lran was identified as a likely player because of the attack’s sophistication and 
planning, but there is no smoking gun. Iran funds and supports proxy forces in the 
region, like Hezbollah, which has over 100,000 advanced missiles trained on Israel. 


Amir Weitmann, the head of the libertarian caucus in Israel's Likud Party, appeared on 
Russia’s RT last week and expressed his outrage at Russia’s stance on the war since 
fighting broke out. 


“Russia is supporting the enemies of Israel. Russia is supporting Nazi people who 
want to commit genocide on us and Russia will pay the price,” Weitmann said, 
according to Newsweek. “We’re gonna win this war. Afterwards, we're not forgetting 
what you're doing, we're not forgetting, we will come, we will make sure Ukraine wins. 
We will make sure that you pay the price for what you have done, you as Russia.” 


The Russian host of the program said Moscow has been calling for a ceasefire and 
has been looking for a solution to the conflict in Israel. 


ሣግ understand you’re on the Russian payroll, and | understand this is Russian 
propaganda. But you have to be very careful, because, let me tell you, we’re going to 
finish this war. We’re going to win because we’re stronger,” he said, according to The 
New Voice of Ukraine. 


TRENDPOST: Gerald Celente has long said that the majority of people in the world 


are led by mentally deranged individuals and the comments from Weitmann show the 
alternative reality that these politicians live in. Instead of trying to secure better 
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relations with Russia by focusing on mutual interests in the region, Israeli leaders 
would rather threaten Moscow by backing the Ukrainian government. 


ISRAEL INCREASES STRIKES IN THE WEST BANK AMID NEW STAGE OF WAR 


Israeli forces increased attacks in the West 
Bank as it continued to pound Gaza with 
airstrikes after the Hamas attack earlier this 
month. 


Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, an Israeli military 
spokesman, said the country is entering 
the next stage of the military operation and 
it is his goal to minimize the dangers to our forces in the next stages of the war. 


Israeli forces on Sunday continued to target Gaza, two airports in Syria, and a mosque 
in the occupied West Bank, The Associated Press reported. The mosque is located in 
Jenin and was identified by Israel as a “terrorist compound.” 


“The IDF & ISA just conducted an aerial strike on a Hamas and Islamic Jihad terrorist 
compound in the Al-Ansar Mosque in Jenin. Recent IDF intel revealed that the 
Mosque was used as a command center to plan and execute terrorist attacks against 
civilians,” the IDF posted on X. 


Two people died in the strike on Al-Ansar mosque, according to Palestinian health 
Officials. Israel said the two belonged to Islamic Jinad groups and they had been 
planning an attack, the BBC reported. The report noted that it is rare that Israel uses 
airpower to strike in the West Bank and it is only the second time that such an attack 
occurred. 


The Palestinian Authority said a total of 89 Palestinians have been killed in the West 
Bank since the outbreak of fighting. Two additional people were killed in the West 


Bank in the overnight hours on Sunday. There were also another seven killed during 
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raids on the Nur Al Shams refugee camp. About 25 additional people were injured in 
the raid who mostly had gunshot wounds. 


“Ambulances are being detained by occupying forces with injured people inside,” the 
Palestinian Red Crescent said in a statement. 


TRENDPOST: It is worth noting that the West Bank is not under Hamas rule, but Israeli 
rule since 2007 when they locked the Palestinians into an open air concentration camp 
that they are not allowed to leave or enter. 


Israel has now placed the entire West Bank under lockdown since the Hamas attack 
and has imposed travel restrictions in the region while increasing raids in Palestinian 
towns and has reportedly doubled the number of Palestinians in Israeli prisons to over 
10,000 in the two weeks since the war started, according to Al Jazeera. 


About 4,000 laborers from Gaza have been arrested while working in Israel, and these 
individuals are being held in military bases, where they are allegedly subjected to 
abuse. 


“Prisoners are subjected to starvation and thirst; they are prevented from accessing 
their medicine, specifically for those suffering from chronic illnesses that require 
regular medication,” Qadura Fares, the head of the Palestinian Authority’s Commission 
for Detainees, said, according to Al Jazeera. The conditions inside these facilities got 
worse when electricity and water was cut off. (See “DUH-MOCK-RACY: ISRAEL 
HOLDING OVER 1,200 DETAINEES — MAINLY PALESTINIANS—WHO HAVE NOT 
BEEN CHARGED,” 8 Aug 2023.) 


An Israeli human rights group said in August that Israel has about 1,200 Palestinians 
detained who have not had a trial and don’t even know the reason they’re being held 
because of a murky law that allows them to be held on secret charges. 


These inmates can see their time in custody increased indefinitely without any 


explanation. Israel has justified the detention in the name of fighting terrorism. The 
procedure is called “preventive detention.” 
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Prior to the Hamas attack, over 5,500 Palestinians were detained in Israeli prisons, 
including 160 children. 


Palestinian inmates often resort to hunger strikes to protest the horrid living conditions. 
(See “HUNGER STRIKER DEATH SPARKS ROCKET EXCHANGE BETWEEN 
PALESTINE AND ISRAEL,” 9 May 2023.) 


Amnesty International said the recent death of Khader Adnan, a senior figure in Islamic 
Jihad, is an example of Israel’s cruel treatment of Palestinian prisoners and a “reminder 
of the deadly cost that Palestinians pay for challenging Israel’s apartheid and a military 
justice system rigged against them.” (See “APARTHEID STATE OF ISRAEL CLAMPING 
DOWN ON PALESTINIANS” 26 Apr 2022, “AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL: ISRAEL’S 
TREATMENT OF PALESTINIANS AMOUNTS TO APARTHEID” 8 Feb 2022 and 
“ISRAEL KILLS 3 MORE PALESTINIANS DURING ANOTHER DEADLY WEEK” 14 Mar 
2023.) 


We remind our readers that Human Rights Watch Executive Director Kenneth Roth told 
The New York Times in May 2021 that the “oppression of Palestinians there has 
reached a threshold and a performance that meets the definitions of the crimes of 
apartheid and persecution.” 


We also remind our readers that in the 1967 six-day war, Israel invaded and seized 
Palestinian territories of the West Bank, East Jerusalem, Gaza Strip, and the Syrian 
Golan Heights, expelling some 300,000 Palestinians from their homes, while gaining 
stolen territory that was three and a half times its original size. To date, some 670,000 
Israelis live in the occupied West Bank. 


Israeli settlements are illegal under international law. They violate Article 49 of the 


Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 which states, “The Occupying Power shall not 
deport or transfer parts of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies.” 
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ISRAEL WILL MAKE HEZBOLLAH PAY IF PARAMILITARY GROUP ENTERS WAR, 
NETANYAHU SAYS 


Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli prime 
minister, warned lranian-backed Hezbollah 
not to get involved in the current war 

4 , Playing out in Gaza, or be prepared to face 
A Israels wrath. 


Netanyahu met with his forces on Sunday 
near the border with Lebanon and told his 
troops that Hezbollah would be making the mistake of its life, and that Lebanon would 
be “devastated,” according to RT, the Russian news outlet. 


“We will strike it with unimaginable strength and the significance to it and to the 
country of Lebanon will be devastating,” Netanyahu said. 


Hezbollah has warned Israel against carrying out a ground operation in Gaza and has 
already exchanged fire with Israel. 


Hossein Amir-Abdollahian, the Iranian foreign minister, warned Monday that Iran’s 
proxies in the Middle East have the ability to carry out preemptive strikes on Israel if 
the country continues to target Hezbollah positions in Lebanon, The Jerusalem Post 
reported. 


Hezbollah said Israel would face an earthquake if it decided to invade Gaza. 

Giora Eiland, a former national security adviser in Israel, told Bloomberg that 
Hezbollah has not entered the real fight because it is “aware that if a full-scale war 
emerges in Lebanon, it will bring devastation to the city of Beirut. Beirut will look like 


Gaza.” 


TRENDPOST: Author Norman Finkelstein said in an interview on Monday that 
Hezbollah has a reported 150,000 advanced rockets pointing at Israel. So Netanyahu 
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must know that if Israel hits the group with everything it has, Hezbollah will respond 
with all it has. 


Haaretz reported that Hezbollah is the most heavily armed non-state actor in the world. 


“The Israeli assessment of Hezbollah's capabilities is whatever you've seen from 
Hamas, it's tenfold that. So definitely, this will be a wider conflict. And it will see not 
only Hezbollah but also other actors step in,” Mohanad Hage Ali, a senior fellow at the 
Carnegie Middle East Center in Beirut, told NPR. 


Tamir Hayman, the former head of Israel’s military intelligence, told Foreign Policy that 
Hezbollah is not “actively, full-scale involved, but actively, below the threshold of war, 
trying to create distraction in order to relieve tensions over Gaza, using drones, 
exploiting the Hamas capabilities and the Palestinian capabilities to launch mortar 
attacks on the Iron Dome [Israel’s missile defense system].” 
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AVOIDING ARMAGEDDON 


by Douglas Macgregor 


The U.S. must consider encouraging a ceasefire before stumbling into another 
complicated large-scale conflict. 


Limited war is a form of warfare constrained by the exercise of deliberate restraint in 
the application of force and the pursuit of political-military goals that exclude 
annihilation. In Ukraine, all sides shared an interest in avoiding the use of nuclear 
weapons, and contrary to the Western narrative, Moscow’s goals were arguably 
confined to the destruction of hostile Ukrainian forces (“denazification”) and the 
establishment of a neutral Ukrainian state. 
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In the Middle East, the situation is very different. When Hamas fighters attacked 
Israel’s heavily fortified border at daybreak on October 7, the first wave of roughly 
1,000 fighters advanced behind a curtain of rocket fire using motorcycles, pickup 
trucks, paragliders, and speed boats, Israeli forces were surprised. Ali Baraka, a senior 
Hamas official, said in an interview on October 8, “We made them think that Hamas 
was busy with governing Gaza, and that it wanted to focus on the 2.5 million 
Palestinians [in Gaza] and has abandoned the resistance altogether.” 


In the days that followed, 3.000 fighters, including an unknown number from the 
Palestine Islamic Jihad (PlJ), penetrated Israeli territory, killing at least 1,300 Israelis 


and wounding approximately 3,500. Subsequent cross-border raids into Gaza 
revealed that some of the Israelis who were kidnapped were executed after entering 
Gaza. 


The speed, coordination, and effectiveness of the Hamas operation was unexpected, 
but the horrific damage the Hamas fighters inflicted on Israel’s population was not 
surprising. Hamas exists for one purpose: to terrorize and kill Jews with the goal of 
destroying the State of Israel. 


In response, Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu declared war and mobilized 
360,000 reservists to form an army of between 470,000 and 500,000. Netanyahu is 
obviously determined to impart a lasting object lesson, one that will crush Hamas in 
Gaza and probably eliminate any more talk inside the Palestinian population of a 
“two-state solution.” Having already pulverized Gaza from the air, the stage is now set 
for a battle of annihilation. The question is: whose annihilation? 


Israeli rage is justified and widely shared by Americans. Like the Israelis, Americans 
are inclined to see terrorism through the lens of 19th-century piracy: “no quarter given, 
none expected.” In this total war setting, the Geneva Convention cannot apply to 
Hamas's terrorist forces. But how long can the Israeli Defense Force (IDF) wage total 
war, depriving Gaza’s Arab population of food and water, without creating an 
enormous humanitarian disaster that will play for years in the news? 


Can Hamas and its leadership be destroyed without killing large numbers of civilians 
who may hate the Israelis but have nothing to do with Hamas? Does it not serve 
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Hamas’s purpose for the IDF to become bogged down in an open-ended, full-scale 
ground invasion of Gaza because the urban conflict will unavoidably entail loss of 
innocent life? Does it not seem ominous that Hamas is urging the population of 
Northern Gaza to remain in the ruins of the city? 


Americans stand behind Israel, but many are unconvinced that killing more Arabs in 
Gaza will solve Israel’s security problem. Americans also have doubts about the Israeli 
government’s ultranationalist officials, Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich and National 


Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir. These men are widely seen as emboldening Jewish 
extremists. 


These questions and concerns may explain why Israel is rushing to carry the war into 
Gaza. If Russian forces arrive to help Egypt and Turkey establish a humanitarian 
corridor, there will be Russian and Turkish troops in Gaza to defend the distribution of 
humanitarian aid. Outpacing the arrival of Russians, Turks, and Egyptians makes 
sense. 


These points notwithstanding, the Middle East today is very different from the Middle 
East in 1973. Technologies have altered the conduct of warfare, but more importantly, 
the societies and states of the Islamic world have also changed. Egypt, Syria, Iraq, 
Lebanon, Iran, and Turkey are different in character from what they were in the 1970s. 
None of the states bordering Israel will tolerate population shifts that introduce large 
numbers of Palestinian Arabs into their societies. Europeans want them even less. 


lran’s national leaders have already called on Islamic and Arab countries to form a 
united front against Israel, but Iran’s influence in these matters is more limited than 
most Americans realize. Iranian military power is largely restricted to Iran’s use of 
proxy militias like Hezbollah and their cooperation with the Pasdaran, Iran’s Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps. Iran is simply incapable of adding high-end conventional 
military forces to such a front. Tehran’s government also knows that the use of Iran’s 
formidable theater ballistic missile force against Israel risks almost certain Israeli 
nuclear retaliation. 


The governments of Egypt, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, the Emirates, and Lebanon are very 
probably opposed to a general war against Israel, but their enraged populations could 
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easily trap them into doing so. Scenes of celebration across the Middle East showing 
people waving Palestinian and Hamas flags, dancing, and singing in the streets are 
being shared on social media. 


Turkey’s President Erdogan has offered to mediate between Hamas and Israel, but 
Erdogan himself has warned that the war won’t just stop “in a week or two.” However, 
Turkey, a nation of more than 80 million, is the one actor in the region with the societal 
cohesion, martial culture, and military power to lead the Sunni Arab states in a 
confrontation with Israel. 


In a regional war, Turkey can field large armies and air forces equipped with modern 
weapons, manned by disciplined and determined fighters. The advent of a regional 
Sunni Muslim alliance guided by Ankara and financed by Qatar resurrects the specter 
of advanced conventional warfare for the IDF, a form of warfare Known to only a few of 
today’s IDF leaders. 


Sadly, the region has not advanced much beyond the conditions described by 
Ramsay MacDonald, Britain’s Prime Minister in 1924 and again from 1929 to 1931: 


We encouraged an Arab revolt against Turkey by promising to create an Arab 
Kingdom from the Arab provinces of the Ottoman Empire including Palestine. At 
the same time, we were encouraging the Jews to help us, by promising them 
that Palestine would be placed at their disposal for settlement and government, 
and, also at the same time, we were secretly making with France the Sykes-Picot 
agreement partitioning the territory which we had instructed our 
Governor-General of Egypt to promise to the Arabs. The story is one of crude 
duplicity, and we cannot expect to escape the reprobation which is its proper 
sequel. 


Both the Jews and the Muslims continue to live inside civilizational conflicts that have 
defined Jerusalem since World War |. 


With American offshore naval power, Washington is certainly poised to stumble into 
the conflict if it widens, but the use of American naval power will not end it. Although it 


is distasteful to the ruling political class in Washington, the Biden administration 
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should consider taking the lead in supporting a ceasefire, even if it means cooperating 
with the Turks, Egyptians, and Russians to secure the arrival of humanitarian aid. 


In Ukraine, Washington underestimated Russian resolve and military power. 
Washington should not repeat this mistake by underestimating the potential for a 
regional Muslim alliance that could threaten Israel’s existence. The possibility that 
Israel could end up like Ukraine should not be discounted. 


Douglas Macgregor, Col. (ret.) is a senior fellow with The American Conservative, the 
former advisor to the Secretary of Defense in the Trump administration, a decorated 
combat veteran, and the author of five books. 


The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author[s] and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of The Trends Journal. 


Uy Gy, Tay . 


RUSHING INTO CATASTROPHE 


ሾያን መ 
aA 
ra 


The Biden regime refuses to defend U.S. borders but does not hesitate to rush aircraft 
carrier task forces and the 10151 U.S. Airborne Division to defend Israel’s borders. “We 
have Israel’s back,” endlessly proclaims America’ Jewish Secretary of State. “America 

can afford two wars,” proclaims America’s Jewish Secretary of the Treasury. 


But forget protecting our own border and the burdens on American taxpayers. It 
seems our government is captured and risks our lives and welfare in the interest of 
another country. 


It seems everyone in Washington, Republicans and Democrats, especially 


Republicans, have intense war fever. While Washington quickly escalated the conflict 
by deploying U.S. military forces to the area, the Republican Senator from South 
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Carolina, Lindsey Graham, blamed escalation on Iran and issued a threat: “if you 
escalate this war, we’re coming for you.” 


Graham continues with his threats, in our name, to Iran saying the U.S. will “knock Iran 
out of the oil business.” Like Israel and the Jewish-American neoconservatives, 
Graham’s target is the Lebanese militia, Hezbollah: “| am poised to use military force 
to destroy the source of funding for Hamas and Hezbollah.” 


Another House Republican, this one from Texas, House Foreign Affairs Committee 
Chairman Michael McCaul, says he is writing legislation for authority to commit the 
U.S. military to Israel’s war on Palestine. 


What we are witnessing is Republicans who are as extreme as Hamas. Is this insanity 
real, or is this showmanship, with political campaign funding in mind, for the U.S. 
military/security complex who will greatly benefit from America “affording two wars?” 


We are also witnessing the total failure of Western leadership, not only in Washington 
but throughout the Western world. Instead of escalating the situation by sending 
military forces, Washington should have used its offices to calm matters down. Why 
did not Washington calm the situation down instead of blowing it up? 


This website speculates that the U.S. forces accumulating in the war zone are a “war 
fleet,” the purpose of which is to finally bring regime change to Syria and kick out the 
Russians in an act of revenge for the Russians preventing President Obama’s planned 
overthrow of the Assad government. 


| can understand that the Biden regime’s neoconservatives want to continue their 
policy of cleansing the Middle East for Israeli expansion, but how safe is it to assume 
that Putin will run away with his tail between his legs? This would finish Putin as a 
leader of the dissident world and probably also finish him inside Russia. A show of 
Russian cowardice would certainly provoke an escalation of NATO’s involvement in 
Ukraine. It seems certain that a U.S. attack on Syria would result in military conflict 
between the U.S. and Russia. 
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The Israelis have been massacring Palestinians and stealing their country bit by bit 
since 1947, and no one has ever done anything about it. The UN passes resolutions, 
but the U.S. vetoes them. So this final time Netanyahu expects no opposition, indeed, 
he expects help from the U.S. and its empire in the commission of his war crimes. 


It is clear to me that the situation is awash in miscalculations. Hezbollah is a match for 
Israel. Indeed, the militia has twice defeated the vaunted Israeli Army and driven them 
out of Lebanon despite Israel’s air power. Syria’s army is battle hardened from fighting 
the mercenaries Washington sent to overthrow Assad. Like Hezbollah and Hamas, Iran 
has fervor and a large number of missiles that can hit Israel. If, as is claimed, 5,000 
missiles from Hamas overwhelmed Israel’s Iron Dome, the Iron Dome has no chance 
against 100,000 or 200,000 missiles. 


If Israel’s army is sent into Gaza, Hamas will keep it there, and Israel risks being 
overrun by Hezbollah, Syria, and Iraq and Iran should they care to participate. Faced 
with Israel’s defeat, Washington would commit its forces with catastrophic 
consequences. 


We are experiencing on the part of Israel and the U.S. a total lack of judgment. The 
risks are being ignored. It is starting to look like the Armageddon that Revelation 
describes. 


The problem for humanity is that it has developed weapons that are capable of 
destroying all life, and these weapons are in the hands of emotional people incapable 
of restraint and reason. 


| have been, and continue to be, concerned about the conflict in Ukraine spiraling out 
of control. The situation developing in the Middle East is more dangerous. There 


doesn’t seem to be sufficient recognition of this danger. 


The war propaganda from the presstitutes is extreme and blinds people to reality. 
Those in office think they are in control, but they are not. 


Possibly Russia could prevent a wider conflict by raising its military presence in Syria, 
but Putin is not proactive. 
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You tell me, where are the leaders to prevent a catastrophe? 


The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author[s] and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of The Trends Journal. 
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VITAMIN D FOR COVID-19, DIABETES AND HEART HEALTH 
by Dr. Joseph Mercola 
STORY AT-A-GLANCE 


e Vitamin D levels affect the severity of COVID-19 infection and maintaining 
optimal levels may reduce symptoms and related long-term complications 

e Vitamin D modulates innate immunity by maintaining the integrity of physical 
barriers, helping to keep infectious agents from entering the body 

e Vitamin D also affects adaptive immunity, increasing human cathelicidin LL-37, 
antimicrobial peptides that have both antiviral and antiparasitic properties 

e Vitamin D levels are inversely associated with cardiovascular disease events 

e Supplementing with vitamin D has also been found to prevent diabetes in people 
with prediabetes, and its beneficial effects on blood glucose and metabolic 
health are well known 
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Evidence continues to pile up on vitamin D’s therapeutic potential against COVID-19, 
as well as its usefulness for chronic conditions like diabetes and heart disease. | 
published a review on the importance of vitamin D for COVID-19 prevention and 
treatment in October 2020[1] and was widely vilified as a result. 


Now, another review has been published highlighting vitamin D’s role in managing 
COVID-19 infection as well as preventing complications. Not only do vitamin D levels 
affect the severity of COVID-19 infection, the team wrote in the peer-reviewed journal 
Cureus, but maintaining optimal levels may reduce symptoms and related long-term 
problems. [2] 


Vitamin D Modulates Your Immune System, Reduces Inflammation 


One way vitamin D fights COVID-19 is via immune-modulating properties. It influences 
innate immunity by maintaining the integrity of physical barriers, helping to keep 
infectious agents from entering the body. 


It also affects adaptive immunity, increasing human cathelicidin LL-37,[3] antimicrobial 
peptides that have both antiviral and antiparasitic properties, and “act as a primary 
defense against bacteria and other pathogens in the case of inflammation.”[4] Vitamin 
D also increases secretion of defensin immune proteins, which have antiviral 
properties. According to the review:[5] 


“As the virus enters the respiratory system, defensins get attached to the 
influenza virus and accumulated onto the surface of the virus. This reduces the 
virulence of the virus. Ultimately leading to the destruction of the outer cell 
membrane thus reducing the viral load.” 


Meanwhile, vitamin D blocks a pathway leading to increased vascular permeability in 
inflammatory conditions, helping to relieve related symptoms. It also suppresses 
proinflammatory cytokines and reduces the cytokine storm that causes symptoms in 
many inflammatory conditions. [6] 
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Vitamin D Cut COVID Rates by 54 percent 


A meta-analysis and trial sequential analysis (TSA), the latter of which weighs errors in 
order to assess if further studies are needed,|[7] found giving vitamin D to people with 
COVID-19 cut risk of death from SARS-CoV-2 by 51 percent and reduced risk of 
admission to the intensive care unit (ICU) by 72 percent.[8] 


COVID-19 patients supplemented with vitamin D not only had lower rates of ICU 
admission and fewer mortality events, but they also had lower rates of COVID-19 
infection, by 54 percent.[9] Further, the TSA revealed “the protective role of vitamin D 
and ICU admission showed that, since the pooling of the studies reached a definite 
sample size, the positive association is conclusive.”[10] 


To put it another way, the results suggest “a definitive association between the 
protective role of vitamin D and ICU hospitalization.”[11] The team shared why it 
makes perfect sense that vitamin D fights COVID-19, stating:[1 2] 


“COVID-19 is characterized by high levels of inflammatory markers, including 
C-reactive protein (CRP), and increased levels of inflammatory cytokines and 
chemokines. In this sense, various data have demonstrated the 
anti-inflammatory, antioxidant, and immunomodulatory properties of vitamin D, in 
addition to the importance of vitamin D for bone health, as well as its role in 
extra-skeletal function.” 


Specific examples of how vitamin D may be beneficial in the case of COVID-19 
include that it:[13] 


Maintains pulmonary barrier Determines the production of 
function antimicrobial peptides 


Enhances neutrophil activity, which | Shifts that adaptive immune 
boosts the innate immune response to a more T helper cell-2 
response type 
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Reduces the production of Increases the anti-inflammatory 


pro-inflammatory cytokines response 


Vitamin D is also protective against acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS), a 
lung condition that’s common in severe COVID-19 cases, which causes low blood 
oxygen and fluid buildup in the lungs. Along with cytokine release syndrome, ARDS is 
one of the deadliest complications of COVID-19, and vitamin D inhibits the metabolic 
pathways that may cause it.[14] 


Low Vitamin D Increases Infection, Post-COVID Complications 


It’s clear that people with higher levels of vitamin D are also less likely to die from 
COVID-19—and one study suggested that, theoretically, “a mortality rate close to 
zero” could be achieved if your vitamin D level reaches 50 ng/ml.[15] I’ve long 
recommended a vitamin D level of 40 to 60 ng/ml for optimal health and disease 
prevention. 


However, higher levels of 60 to 80 ng/ml may be even better, while a level upward of 
100 ng/mL appears safe and beneficial for certain conditions, especially cancer. 
Another study of 489 patients found those with vitamin D deficiency had a 77 percent 
increased risk of COVID-19 infection.[16] When your body is deficient in vitamin D, it 
leads to a number of deleterious outcomes, including increased:[1 7] 


Risk of lung injury Susceptibility to infection 


Blood pressure Insulin resistance 
Smooth muscle calcification Risk of cardiovascular disease 


Vitamin D deficiency may also result in prolonged intracellular inflammation, which 
drives mitochondrial dysfunction fueling accelerated aging, DNA damage and early 
cell death. According to the Cureus review:[18] 


124 


“One of vitamin D's main roles is to control oxidative stress, chronic 
inflammation, and maintain mitochondrial respiratory processes. Vitamin D has 
important positive impacts on regulating oxidative stress, inflammation, and 
energy metabolism through its focused mitochondrial activity and subduing of 
ROS [reactive oxygen species] through a variety of pathways. 


“Having enough of it considerably reduces the risk of developing illnesses where 
the pathognomonic feature of the development and progression of illness is an 
inflammatory process ... The fibrotic and “cytokine storm” effects of infection 
can be countered by vitamin D3.” 


Further, vitamin D is protective against post-COVID complications that may affect the 
cardiovascular, gastrointestinal, musculoskeletal, endocrine and neuropsychiatric 
systems, along with the kidneys.|[19] 


Vitamin D Linked to Cardiovascular Disease Events, Diabetes 


Low vitamin D levels are associated with an increased risk of heart disease, stroke and 
all-cause mortality.[20] A study involving 5,684 participants also found that vitamin D 
levels are inversely associated with cardiovascular disease events.|[21] 


Further, vitamin D deficiency is linked to vascular dysfunction, arterial stiffness and 
increased thickness of the heart muscle. Dr. Vijay Natarajan, cardiac surgeon at 
Bharati Hospital, told Indian Express:[22] 


“Blood pressure regulation is also adversely affected by a deficiency of vitamin 
D. In people with diabetes, better control of blood sugar levels is facilitated by 
adequate vitamin D levels. So, one can say that vitamin D deficiency aggravates 
one or more cardiovascular risk factors ... There have been studies to show a 
link between vitamin D deficiency and obesity ... Unchecked, these risk factors 
can increase the risk of heart attack and stroke.” 


It’s possible that vitamin D influences heart health by optimizing cholesterol and 
triglyceride levels as well as via improvements in glucose and insulin levels. One study 


also found vitamin D deficiency leads to a 50 percent increase in fatal stroke.[23] 
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On the other hand, supplementing with vitamin D has also been found to prevent 
diabetes in people with prediabetes,[24] and its beneficial effects on blood glucose 
and metabolic health are well known. In a systematic review and meta-analysis, 
vitamin D supplementation led to a reduction in hemoglobin A1C (HbA1C) in adults 
with Type 2 diabetes,[25] while other research shows it effectively reduces insulin 
resistance.[26] 


Among people with prediabetes, vitamin D supplementation reduced the risk of 
developing diabetes by 13 percent, according to additional research,[27] and it’s also 
possible that vitamin D deficiency is related to the increased risk of cancer often seen 
in Type 2 diabetes patients. According to research published in the International 
Journal of Molecular Sciences:[28] 


“Vitamin D, via alleviation of insulin resistance, hyperglycemia, oxidative stress 
and inflammation, reduces diabetes driven cancer risk factors. Moreover, vitamin 
D strengthens the DNA repair process, and regulates apoptosis and autophagy 
of cancer cells as well as signaling pathways involved in tumorigenesis i.e., 
tumor growth factor B (TGFB), insulin-like growth factor (IGF) and 
Wnt-B-Cathenin. 


“It should also be underlined that many types of cancer cells present alterations 
in vitamin D metabolism and action as a result of Vitamin D Receptor (VDR) and 
CYP27B1 expression dysregulation.” 


Why It’s Best to Get Your Vitamin D From the Sun 


| strongly recommend getting your vitamin D from proper sun exposure, if possible, as 
it provides benefits beyond vitamin D optimization. Higher levels of vitamin D may 
even serve as a marker for healthy sun exposure, which in turn may be responsible for 
many of the health benefits, like reduced risk of cancer and increased longevity, 
attributed to vitamin D. 


Regular sun exposure, for instance, enhances production of melatonin—a potent 
anticancer agent.[29] However, if you’re unable to get adequate sun exposure each 
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day, vitamin D supplementation may be necessary. The global prevalence of vitamin D 
deficiency (defined as a level of less than 20 ng/mL) and insufficiency (defined as a 
level of 20 to less than 30 ng/mL) is 40 percent to 100 percent,[30] so many people 
are lacking. 


Further, 20 ng/mL has repeatedly been shown to be grossly insufficient for good 
health and disease prevention, which means the true prevalence of people without 
optimal levels of vitamin D is even greater. 


Among older adults in the U.S., vitamin D deficiency may even affect up to 100 
percent of the population,[31] not only because they tend to spend a lot of time 
indoors but also because they produce less vitamin D in response to sun exposure 
than a younger person with the same sun exposure. 


The only way to determine how much sun exposure is enough and/or how much 
vitamin D3 you need to take is to measure your vitamin D level, ideally twice a year. 
When supplementing, also remember vitamins D and K2, calcium and magnesium all 
work together and must be properly balanced for optimal health. 


Once you’ve confirmed your vitamin D levels via testing, adjust your sun exposure 
and/or vitamin D3 supplementation accordingly. Then, remember to retest in three to 
four months to make sure you’ve reached your target level. 


The optimal level for health and disease prevention is between 60 ng/mL and 80 
ng/mL (150-200 nmol/L), while the cutoff for sufficiency appears to be around 40 
ng/mL. In Europe, the measurements you're looking for are 150 to 200 nmol/L and 100 
nmol/L respectively. 
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EVIL WALKS AMONG US: MONSTERS WITH HUMAN FACES 
WREAK HAVOC ON OUR FREEDOMS 


by IONN & NISRA Wh 
VOII & INIOTIA ሃሃ/፣ዘ 


“But these weren’t the kind of monsters that had tentacles and rotting skin, 
the kind a seven-year-old might be able to wrap his mind around—they were 
monsters with human faces, in crisp uniforms, marching in lockstep, so 
banal you don’t recognize them for what they are until it’s too late.” — 
Ransom Riggs, Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children 


Enough already. 
Enough with the distractions. Enough with the partisan jousting. 


Enough with the sniping and name-calling and mud-slinging that do nothing to make 
this country safer or freer or more just. 
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We have let the government’s evil-doing, its abuses, power grabs, brutality, 
meanness, inhumanity, immorality, greed, corruption, debauchery and tyranny go on 
for too long. 


We are approaching a reckoning. 


This is the point, as the poet W. B. Yeats warned, when things fall apart and anarchy is 
loosed upon the world. 


We have seen this convergence before in Hitler’s Germany, in Stalin’s Russia, in 
Mussolini’s Italy, and in Mao’s China: the rise of strongmen and demagogues, the 
ascendency of profit-driven politics over deep-seated principles, the warring 
nationalism that seeks to divide and conquer, the callous disregard for basic human 
rights and dignity, and the silence of people who should know better. 


Yet no matter how many times the world has been down this road before, we can’t 
seem to avoid repeating the deadly mistakes of the past. 


This is not just playing out on a national and international scale. It is wreaking havoc at 
the most immediate level, as well, creating rifts and polarities within families and 
friends, neighborhoods and communities that keep the populace warring among 
themselves and incapable of presenting a united front in the face of the government’s 
goose-stepping despotism. 


We labor today under the weight of countless tyrannies, large and small, disguised as 
“the better good,” marketed as benevolence, enforced with armed police, and carried 
out by an elite class of government officials who are largely insulated from the ill 
effects of their actions. 


For too long now, the American people have rationalized turning a blind eye to all 
manner of government wrongdoing — asset forfeiture schemes, corruption, 
surveillance, endless wars, SWAT team raids, militarized police, profit-driven private 
prisons, and so on—because they were the so-called lesser of two evils. 
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Yet the unavoidable truth is that the government—through its acts of power grabs, 
brutality, meanness, inhumanity, immorality, greed, corruption, debauchery and 
tyranny —has become almost indistinguishable from the evil it claims to be fighting, 
whether that evil takes the form of terrorism, torture, drug trafficking, sex trafficking, 
murder, violence, theft, pornography, scientific experimentations or some other 
diabolical means of inflicting pain, suffering and servitude on humanity. 


At its core, this is not a debate about politics, or constitutionalism, or even tyranny 
disguised as law-and-order. This is a condemnation of the monsters with human faces 
who walk among us. 


Many of them work for the U.S. government. 


This is the premise of John Carpenter’s film They Live, which was released thirty-five 
years ago and remains unnervingly, chillingly appropriate for our modern age. 


Best known for his horror film Halloween, which assumes that there is a form of evil so 
dark that it can’t be killed, Carpenter’s larger body of work is infused with a strong 
anti-authoritarian, anti-establishment, laconic bent that speaks to the filmmaker’s 
concerns about the unraveling of our society, particularly our government. 


Time and again, Carpenter portrays the government working against its own citizens, 
a populace out of touch with reality, technology run amok, and a future more horrific 
than any horror film. 


In Escape from New York, Carpenter presents fascism as the future of America. 


In The Thing, a remake of the 1951 sci-fi classic of the same name, Carpenter 
presupposes that increasingly we are all becoming dehumanized. 


In Christine, the film adaptation of Stephen King’s novel about a demon-possessed 


car, technology exhibits a will and consciousness of its own and goes on a murderous 
rampage. 
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In In the Mouth of Madness, Carpenter notes that evil grows when people lose “the 
ability to know the difference between reality and fantasy.” 


And then there is Carpenter’s They Live, in which two migrant workers discover that 
the world is not as it seems. In fact, the population is actually being controlled and 
exploited by aliens working in partnership with an oligarchic elite. All the while, the 
populace — blissfully unaware of the real agenda at work in their lives—has been lulled 
into complacency, indoctrinated into compliance, bombarded with media distractions, 
and hypnotized by subliminal messages beamed out of television and various 
electronic devices, billboards and the like. 


It is only when homeless drifter John Nada (played to the hilt by the late Roddy Piper) 
discovers a pair of doctored sunglasses— Hoffman lenses—that Nada sees what lies 
beneath the elite’s fabricated reality: control and bondage. 


When viewed through the lens of truth, the elite, who appear human until stripped of 
their disguises, are shown to be monsters who have enslaved the citizenry in order to 
prey on them. 


Likewise, billboards blare out hidden, authoritative messages: a bikini-clad woman in 
one ad is actually ordering viewers to “MARRY AND REPRODUCE.” Magazine racks 


scream “CONSUME?” and “OBEY.” A wad of dollar bills in a vendor’s hand proclaims, 
“THIS IS YOUR GOD.” 


When viewed through Nada’s Hoffman lenses, some of the other hidden messages 
being drummed into the people’s subconscious include: NO INDEPENDENT 
THOUGHT, CONFORM, SUBMIT, STAY ASLEEP, BUY, WATCH TV, NO IMAGINATION, 
and DO NOT QUESTION AUTHORITY. 


This indoctrination campaign engineered by the elite in They Live is painfully familiar to 
anyone who has studied the decline of American culture. 


A citizenry that does not think for themselves, obeys without question, is submissive, 
does not challenge authority, does not think outside the box, and is content to sit 


back and be entertained is a citizenry that can be easily controlled. 
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In this way, the subtle message of They Live provides an apt analogy of our own 
distorted vision of life in the American police state, what philosopher Slavoj Zizek 
refers to as dictatorship in democracy, “the invisible order which sustains your 
apparent freedom.” 


Tune out the government’s attempts to distract, divert and befuddle us and tune into 
what’s really going on in this country, and you’ll run headlong into an unmistakable, 
unpalatable truth: what we are dealing with today is an authoritarian beast that has 
outgrown its chains and will not be restrained. 


We’re being fed a series of carefully contrived fictions that bear no resemblance to 
reality. 


Despite the fact that we are 17,600 times more likely to die from heart disease than 
from a terrorist attack; 11,000 times more likely to die from an airplane accident than 
from a terrorist plot involving an airplane; 1,048 times more likely to die from a car 
accident than a terrorist attack, and 8 times more likely to be killed by a police officer 
than by a terrorist, we have handed over control of our lives to government officials 
who treat us 85 a means to an end—the source of money and power. 


As the Bearded Man in They Live warns, “They are dismantling the sleeping middle 
class. More and more people are becoming poor. We are their cattle. We are being 
bred for slavery.” 


We have bought into the illusion and refused to grasp the truth. 
From the moment we are born until we die, we are indoctrinated into believing that 


those who rule us do it for our own good. The truth is far different. 


The powers-that-be want us to feel threatened by forces beyond our control 
(terrorists, pandemics, mass shootings, etc.). 


They want us afraid and dependent on the government and its militarized armies for 
our safety and well-being. 
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They want us distrustful of each other, divided by our prejudices, and at each other’s 
throats. 


We are little more than expendable resources to be used, abused and discarded. 


In fact, a study conducted by Princeton and Northwestern University concluded that 
the U.S. government does not represent the majority of American citizens. Instead, the 
study found that the government is ruled by the rich and powerful, or the so-called 
“economic elite.” Moreover, the researchers concluded that policies enacted by this 
governmental elite nearly always favor special interests and lobbying groups. 


In other words, we are being ruled by an oligarchy disguised as a democracy, and 
arguably on our way towards fascism—a form of government where private corporate 
interests rule, money calls the shots, and the people are seen as mere subjects to be 
controlled. 


Rest assured that when and if fascism finally takes hold in America, the basic forms of 
government will remain: Fascism will appear to be friendly. 


The legislators will be in session. There will be elections, and the news media will 
continue to cover the entertainment and political trivia. Consent of the governed, 
however, will no longer apply. Actual control will have finally passed to the oligarchic 
elite controlling the government behind the scenes. 


Sound familiar? 


Clearly, we are now ruled by an oligarchic elite of governmental and corporate 
interests. 


We have moved into “corporatism” (favored by Benito Mussolini), which is a halfway 
point on the road to full-blown fascism. 


Corporatism is where the few moneyed interests—not elected by the citizenry—rule 
over the many. In this way, it is not a democracy or a republican form of government, 


which is what the American government was established to be. It is a top-down form 
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of government and one which has a terrifying history typified by the developments 
that occurred in totalitarian regimes of the past: police states where everyone is 
watched and spied on, rounded up for minor infractions by government agents, 
placed under police control, and placed in detention (a.k.a. concentration) camps. 


For the final hammer of fascism to fall, it will require the most crucial ingredient: the 
majority of the people will have to agree that it’s not only expedient but necessary. 


But why would a people agree to such an oppressive regime? 


The answer is the same in every age: fear. 


Fear makes people stupid. 


Fear is the method most often used by politicians to increase the power of 
government. And, as most social commentators recognize, an atmosphere of fear 
permeates modern America: fear of terrorism, fear of the police, fear of our neighbors 
and so on. 


The propaganda of fear has been used quite effectively by those who want to gain 
control, and it is transforming the populace into fearful, compliant, pacified zombies 
content to march in lockstep with the government’s dictates. 


This brings me back to They Live, in which the real zombies are not the aliens calling 
the shots but the populace who are content to remain controlled. 


When all is said and done, the world of They Live is not so different from our own. As 
one of the characters points out, 


“The poor and the underclass are growing. Racial justice and human rights are 
nonexistent. They have created a repressive society, and we are their unwitting 
accomplices. Their intention to rule rests with the annihilation of consciousness. 
We have been lulled into a trance. They have made us indifferent to ourselves, to 
others. We are focused only on our own gain.” 
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We, too, are focused only on our own pleasures, prejudices and gains. Our poor and 
underclasses are also growing. Injustice is growing. Inequality is growing. A concern 
for human rights is nearly nonexistent. We too have been lulled into a trance, 
indifferent to others. 


Oblivious to what lies ahead, we’ve been manipulated into believing that if we 
continue to consume, obey, and have faith, things will work out. But that’s never been 
true of emerging regimes. And by the time we feel the hammer coming down upon us, 
it will be too late. 


So where does that leave us? 


The characters who populate Carpenter’s films provide some insight. Underneath their 
machismo, they still believe in the ideals of liberty and equal opportunity. Their beliefs 
place them in constant opposition with the law and the establishment, but they are 
nonetheless freedom fighters. 


When, for example, John Nada destroys the alien hypno-transmitter in They Live, he 
delivers a wake-up call for freedom. As Nada memorably declares, “| have come here 
to chew bubblegum and kick ass. And I’m all out of bubblegum.” 


In other words: we need to get active and take a stand for what’s really important. 


Stop allowing yourselves to be easily distracted by pointless political spectacles and 
pay attention to what’s really going on in the country. 


As | make clear in my book Battlefield America: The War on the American People and 
in its fictional counterpart The Erik Blair Diaries, the real battle for control of this nation 
is taking place on roadsides, in police cars, on witness stands, over phone lines, in 
government offices, in corporate offices, in public school hallways and classrooms, in 
parks and city council meetings, and in towns and cities across this country. 


All the trappings of the American police state are now in plain sight. 
Wake up, America. 
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If they live (the tyrants, the oppressors, the invaders, the overlords), it is only because 
“we the people” sleep. 
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by Joe Doran 


GENERATION AI: Al LAYING WASTE TO JOBS, AS WE 
PREDICTED 


No, Al isn’t creating a jobs boom. 


Quite the contrary: it’s spawning “Generation Al,” a human next generation that will be 
more dependent on artificial intelligence to write, do math and advanced calculations, 
write computer code, do scientific research—and substitute in other ways from the 
rigors of thinking. 
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The latest canary blaring in the coal mine was news this past week that Stack 
Overflow, a longtime platform for global software developers, is laying off close to 30 
percent of its workforce. 


The reason? The boom in coding that relies on generative Al. 
According to Al industry newsletter The Deep View: 


“Stack Overflow has been feeling the pinch from the rise of Al-generated coding 
answers. In December of the previous year, the platform imposed a temporary 
ban on Al-generated answers.” 


The newsletter noted that Stack Overflow at the core was premised on pooling and 
sharing talents and information, human expertise and “community-driven solutions.” 


The Stack Overflow model of empowering hubs built off original internet and “Web 
2.0” communications technologies, can be roughly analogized to many different 
spheres of learning and professional interaction. 


And it’s not hard to surmise that what is happening at Stack OverFlow, will be 
happening to other professional industries: medical and biologic research, 
engineering, education, legal, journalism and of course, arts and entertainment. 


Waves Of Creative Destruction 

History, at an accelerating rate since the Renaissance and Enlightenment periods of 
the 1500’s to 1700’s, has seen waves of technological revolutions propel humankind 
to new heights of achievement. 

Along the way, we’ve seen the rise of middle classes (superseding the age-old elite / 


serf paradigm of social organization), greater longevity, increasing populations, greater 
mobility, and space in human lives for leisure activities. 
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One thing technology has not provided is a subsidence of human suffering and strife. 
Many might argue that the modern age and its innovations have brought a new scale 
to human carnage that eclipses supposedly more barbaric and dim ages. 


This has come thanks to rancid faux “scientific ideologies,” and advanced methods 
and armaments for waging wars between countries, and via technocratic dystopian 
wars of governments against their own domestic citizenries (termed Democide by 
noted 20th century historian R.J. Rummel). 


Many people don’t quite get it when reading authors like George Orwell, Ray Bradbury 
and J.R.R. Tolkien, but those authors were speaking about present and recent past 
history in their works, as well as about the future, or fantasy worlds. 


Those authors saw the unprecedented technological amplification of, and/or 
potentials for evil in events like WWI (Tolkein), the rise of the technocratic state in 
European countries like Britain, Germany and Russia (Orwell), and the advent of mass 
modern communication and entertainment (Bradberry). 


The printing press, the Industrial Revolution, and rapid evolution of modern 
communications, culminating with the Internet and the Age of Information, all 
contributed to “creative destruction,” whereby former ways of working and creating 
became obsolete, but were replaced by new opportunities in previously nonexistent 
industries and occupations. 


But at least some observers see in Artificial Intelligence a new kind of challenge to 
humankind. Al may not conform to the kind of “creative destruction” that has marked 
previous technological revolutions. 


In a growing number of industries, Al, still in its technologic infancy, is already showing 
itself as a malleable “creative” that can extend to every human endeavor, outdoing 
human performance at every turn, leaving no provence where Al cannot theoretically 


be used, instead of human intelligence. 


And that spells trouble. 
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How Fast Is It Happening? 


In November 2022, most people (not counting Trends Journal readers) had little idea 
what generative Al or ChatGPT were all about. 


We had focused in multiple articles on what generative Al was about to unleash, as far 
as jobs, human freedoms, surveillance, and even romance. 


Now, in October 2023, industry analysts and news outlets are either trying to sincerely 
assess Al impacts—or trying to spin tales telling people not to worry. 


In September, an article on Al job displacement by SEO.ai opined that 14 percent of 
respondents to a poll that said their own jobs had already been displaced by Al, was 
actually a sign that the Al transition is happening more slowly than some have feared: 


“In contrast to these colossal expectations, our current situation paints a more 
measured picture. 14 percent of workers have experienced job displacement 
due to Al, suggesting that the present impact is somewhat more restrained than 
the anticipation.” 

(“Al Replacing Jobs Statistics: The Impact on Employment in 2023,” 18 Sep 
2023.) 


How’s that for a positive? 
No, sensible people are worried, with good reason. 


An early October Fox News piece surveyed some of the 2023 predictions concerning 
Al displacement of workers, and some signs that it's already ramping up. 


The article concludes: 
“[P]rojections for near-term widespread ‘displacement’ of jobs or occupations 
will occur are less likely for those employees embracing AI-GPT tools as a 
complement to their existing skill sets - thus evolving their job scope and 


opportunities by creating new value-added skill sets.” 
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(“Al and job losses: How worried should we be?” 3 Oct 2023.) 


What’s missing from that analysis is any contemplation of how use of Al doesn’t really 
incentivise humans to gain formerly prized high level technical and knowledge 
intensive skills. 


That’s the part Al does. Instead humans become at best parasites on the host, so to 
speak. Al will continue to learn from every interaction, swallow up data no humans can 
match, and self-learn at faster and faster rates from here on out. 


In short, Al will get smarter, and probably a lot faster than most analysts are 
guesstimating. 


And in the meantime, humans will actually grow less skillful in high level thinking and 
technical understanding, as more of that is offloaded to machine intelligence. 


A Tech Revolution Like No Other Will Leave Human Minds in Atrophy, and 
Organics Behind a Silicon 8-Ball 


Some of the best minds who have created “Generation Al” — people like Ray Kurzweil 
and Ben Goertzel—have already signaled the only viable path for human continuance, 
given what is likely to be an age of increasingly powerful and pervasive synthetic 
intelligences. 


To remain relevant, or possibly even existant, humans will have to consign themselves 
to “merging” with Al. 


Others imagine that our increasing abilities to modify and “improve” human genetics 
may help humans keep pace with an impending prospect of sentient Al. 


This version of Transhumanism, advocated by the Transhumanist Party and many 
genetic scientists and Al engineers, argues that humans must be given the “freedom” 
to both genetically and artificially enhance themselves in whatever ways they deem 
advantageous or to their liking. 
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Dramatic enhancements may soon be available via genetic technologies — things like 
higher intelligence, longevity and prolongation of youth, greater strength, and “socially 
friendly” traits like “enhanced” acceptance of authority. 


But it’s unlikely that the powers that be —wise technocrats in the mold of Anthony 
Fauci, who unabashedly claim to personify objective science—will allow a genetic wild 
west. 

They (no doubt in consultation with the most advanced Al, systems not available for 
public inspection and interfacing), will likely decide the course of organic future 


according to a comprehensive plan. 


Humans might be genetically designed in ways that specialize them into castes that 
make former human social systems seem equalitarian by comparison. 


Or perhaps most humans will be designed to be nearly indistinguishable in traits and 
abilities, unisex and sexless, amalgamated flesh and machine drones in the new 


technocratic world order. 


But ultimately, even the best and most precise genetically designed organics would 
appear to have a disadvantage compared to Artificial Intelligence. 


Organic systems develop at the pace of organics, and there may be limits to how fast 
relatively complex systems can be generated. 


Al, meanwhile, proceeds at the speed of manufacturing, electrical conductivity, light, 
and, via quantum computing, instant “spooky action at a distance” (as Einstein put it). 


To sum it up, if evolutionary victory goes to the fastest, it’s likely that Al wins that race. 
The Secret to That Ghost in the Al Machine 
Transhumanists posit that humans, while outmoded in every intellectual and logical 


respect, may find a place as the organic heart and “conscience” of Al systems. 
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If we have something that may elude Al, it may be something authentic, not quite 
definable, and unproducible in humanness, often thought of as the “human soul.” 


As such, our eventual role may be to act as the “ghost in the machine.” 


Al will allow us to tap in, via some physical symbiosis that, if witnessed by current 
humans, would freak and creep us out, like a nightmarish and hellish phantasm. 


No doubt, to the untrained eye, it will appear as an entrapment of human 
flesh —commoditized in bizarre configurations—into an otherwise thoroughly synthetic 
and alien landscape. 


The Biblical story of creation and the Garden of Eden, has much in it to reflect on, with 
regard to this impending future scenario. 


There is paradise, what Eve and then Adam grasped at, was the forbidden fruit of the 
tree of “Knowledge.” 


With Al, humans may finally kill in themselves the taste for that fruit. 


MAJOR RESEARCH: LITTLE REAL DATA SHOWS ANY CORRELATION BETWEEN 
GREENHOUSE EMISSIONS AND GLOBAL TEMPS 


Just-released Norwegian research says 
that over the past 200 years, there is no 
real world data that shows any significant 
link between rising so-called greenhouse 
i gasses like Carbon Dioxide (C02) and 
WA global temperature variations. 


Unlike many other studies, researchers 
John K. Dagsvik and Sigmund H. Moen at Statistics Norway confined their study to 
using statistical temperature and emissions data. 
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The agency is the official recorder of such statistics for Norway. 


Researchers eschewed computer “modeling” and other analytics that climate studies 
often use. 


They concluded: 


“Using theoretical arguments and statistical tests we find, as in Dagsvik et al. 
(2020), that the effect of man-made CO2 emissions does not appear to be strong 
enough to cause systematic changes in the temperature fluctuations during the 
last 200 years.” 

(“To what extent are temperature levels changing due to greenhouse gas 
emissions ?”) 


Researchers outlined the broad scope of statistical information they assembled, and 
noted that much of what has been publicly peddled regarding climate change is not 
the result of looking at available hard data: 


“At present, there is apparently a high degree of consensus among many climate 
researchers that the temperature increase of the last decades is systematic (and 
partly man-made). This is certainly the impression conveyed by the mass media. 
For non-experts, it is very difficult to obtain a comprehensive picture of the 
research in this field, and it is almost impossible to obtain an overview and 
understanding of the scientific basis for such a consensus (Koonin, 2021, Curry, 
2023). By looking at these issues in more detail, this article reviews past 
observed and reconstructed temperature data as well as properties and tests of 
the global climate models (GCMs). Moreover, we conduct statistical analyses of 
observed and reconstructed temperature series and test whether the recent 
fluctuation in temperatures differs systematically from previous temperature 
cycles, due possibly to emission of greenhouse gases.” 


The study goes into some detail about the history of recorded temperature data, after 
noting that prior to about 250 years ago, virtually all temperature variation in Earth’s 


history could be reasonably attributed to natural causes. 
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Researchers took into account ice core, tree ring, lake sediment and other so-called 
“reconstructed” temperature data, that can be gleaned, apart from temperatures 
directly recorded from thermometer readings, and technologies such as satellite data, 
etc., which have been relatively modern gauges. 


Following a very detailed explanation of the breadth and scope of their data analysis, 
the paper summarizes that there is no objective scientific basis for attributing the most 


recent temperature patterns to C02 or other greenhouse gas emissions, given the 
overall picture from the last 420 thousand years of data and reconstructed data: 


Figure B2. Reconstructed temperatures over the last 420,000 years 
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Researchers note: 


“In this paper we have reviewed data on climate and temperatures in the past 
and ascertained that there have been large (non-stationary) temperature 
fluctuations resulting from natural causes. 


“Subsequently, we have summarized recent work on statistical analyses on the 


ability of the GCMs to track historical temperature data. These studies have 
demonstrated that the time series of the difference between the global 
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temperature and the corresponding hindcast from the GCMs is non-stationary. 
Thus, these studies raise serious doubts about whether the GCMs are able to 
distinguish natural variations in temperatures from variations caused by 
man-made emissions of CO2. 


“..[T]he results imply that the effect of man-made CO2 emissions does not 
appear to be sufficiently strong to cause systematic changes in the pattern of the 
temperature fluctuations. In other words, our analysis indicates that with the 
current level of knowledge, it seems impossible to determine how much of the 
temperature increase is due to emissions of CO2.” 


TRENDPOST: Will the rigors demonstrated in this latest major study change the 
equation or the policies related to the supposed goals of the Climate Change agenda? 


Of course not. Rigorous science, as opposed to shrill “crisis” faux science, infected by 
grant providers and their rancid anti-human and elitist ideologies of human degrowth 
and depopulation, have affected climate research since the 1970s. That accelerated in 
the early 1990’s, with the advent of the COP, and UN initiatives seeking to dictate the 
course of humankind, to narrowly favor the world’s financial and political elites. 


Only widespread resistance by the bulk of humanity diminished in freedoms, and left 
behind by the increasingly draconian dictates of these masters of the universe, will 
change the tide of the Carbon War. 


That popular uprising isn’t quite there yet. But the upheavals of The COVID War, the 
Russia- Ukraine conflict, and now portents of an Armagehdadon like situation in the 
Middle East, are opening eyes. 


A new Gallup poll, for example, shows that a significant percentage of 
Americans—some 39 percent—have next to zero trust in what they are told by 
mainstream media. The trust deficit eclipses previous lows of 2016, when Americans 
were being force fed contemptible “pissgate” and “Russian collusion” propaganda 
about Donald Trump in the midst of that election season. 
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Cracks in the climate agenda narrative, like cracks everywhere else, continue to 
grow—partly thanks to alternative media exemplified by The Trends Journal. 


The game is far from over. 


THE FIRST AMENDMENT IN THE AGE OF SOCIAL MEDIA NOW IN THE HANDS 
OF THE SUPREME COURT 


The Supreme Court has decided to rule on 
the government censorship and 
manipulation issues involved in the now 
unquestionably landmark Missouri vs. 

| Biden court case. 


Louisiana AG Liz Murrill reacted to the 
news this past week: 


“We are pleased to learn that the U.S. Supreme Court will hear this case, giving 
us yet another opportunity to defend the people from this assault on our First 
Amendment rights. It brings us one step closer to reestablishing the protections 
guaranteed to us in the Constitution and under the First Amendment. We hope 
that the Supreme Court will agree that this gross abuse of power must stop and 
never happen again.” 


The case, brought by several state Attorney Generals, together with a number of 
prominent private citizens who experienced censorship first-hand, has been winding 
through the court system since May of 2022. 


Missouri vs. Biden, along with the Twitter Files released by Elon Musk, has turned up 
much evidence concerning details of how Federal government agencies and figures 
from the FBI to Anthony Fauci pressured and colluded with social media companies 
like Twitter and Facebook. 
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Those companies, working with government agents, widely censored Americans on 
everything from COVID policies to matters surrounding the 2020 election, including 
the sensational revelations of that Hunter Biden laptop. 


And even as the court case has dropped bombshells concerning the widespread and 
systematic nature of the government by proxy censorship, Feds continued to pressure 
companies over new events like the Russia-Ukraine conflict. 


Though the government has partly argued its contacts with social media were mostly 
in the form of “requests,” Federal 5th circuit Judge Terry Doughty took a dim view of 
that line. 

He pointed out that those “requests” from powerful government agencies, regulators 
and politicians carried an implicit coercive pressure, due to powers of government 


over the social media companies involved. 


In July, Doughty issued a preliminary injunction on the government, substantively 
barring it from contacting social media companies for purposes of censoring speech. 


Since then, issues surrounding the case have played out in appeals, and now the 
Supreme Court will take up the case. 


The Trends Journal covered the progress of Missouri vs. Biden earlier than most 
other media, and forecast early on concerning its potential to be a landmark with 


regard to continued First Amendment rights of Americans. 


We outlined the potential importance of the case in “BIDEN PUSHES FOR MORE 
CENSORSHIP” (11 Sep 2022). 


And in October 2022 we predicted: 


“The case is Missouri vs. Biden. 


149 


“It could bring the trampling of American free speech rights by the Federal 
government centerstage, if there’s still any honesty or integrity left in American 
jurisprudence.” 

(“FIRST AMENDMENT SHOWDOWN: MISSOURI VS BIDEN,” 13 Oct 2022.) 


Biden Has Attempted to take the American Censorship State to the Next Level 


Well before that, we had chronicled a troubling explosion of official censorship 
initiatives occurring under the Biden administration from its earliest days. 


The administration has repeatedly attempted to establish an unConstitutional 
“dangerous misinformation” working standard for suppressing and controlling 
information that runs counter to government objectives and narratives. 


It even tried to institute a government “Disinformation Board,” though it was forced by 
public outcry to abandon that gambit. 


But censorship ramped up after Trump unexpectedly won the Presidency in 2016. 
That event, as much as the Bush-Obama “War On Terror” era, was a catalyst ina 
morphing of the American government into an increasingly internally obsessed 
surveillance and censorship state. 


Gerald Celente observed and forecast in 2018, at the time Alex Jones was being 
canceled from major social media: 


“Censorship of independent media outlets is a dangerous, rapidly accelerating 
trend. With little explanation and no warning, sites that work to keep the 
establishment accountable, are themselves thwarted with no accountability at all. 


“We forecast that censorship of media will escalate throughout the ‘free’ world. 
In many countries, especially in the Divided States of America, people tune into 
their favored sources that support their narrow agendas and fixed belief systems, 
ignoring alternative or multiple sources of information. 
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“And while Google, Facebook and Twitter will dominate market share for the 
foreseeable future, market gaps are widening. There is a David vs. Goliath 
opportunity for creative, First Amendment-driven OnTrendpreneurs® to create a 
populist revolution online that expands, doesn’t contract, free speech.” 


TRENDPOST: For some of our past coverage regarding details and progress of the 
case, see here. 


Even if decided in favor of the plaintiffs though, Missouri vs. Biden alone will not be 
enough by itself to protect free speech and political rights that our Constitution 
provides. 


More recently, we have warned readers that foreign entities like the EU, which are not 
aligned with American Constitutional protections, have been busy regulating and 
pressuring American-based social media companies to engage in policies that would 
neuter our fundamental rights. (See “EURO ATTACK ON AMERICAN SOCIAL MEDIA 
PROVES IT’S ‘WORLD-GOV’ OR THE BILL OF RIGHTS: YOU CAN’T HAVE BOTH,” 17 
Oct 2023.) 


U.S. lawmakers will likely have to grapple, sooner or later with these foreign assaults, 
rooted in the increasingly rotten fruits of “globalism.” 
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TRENDS IN CRYPTOS 


CRYPTO THAW CONTINUES, AS SEC DROPS CHARGES 
AGAINST RIPPLE FOUNDERS 


XRP scored another victory in its years-long legal battle with the SEC this past week. 


The development is one more indication that the end to the Crypto winter that we 
called months ago is panning out. (See “CRYPTO ADOPTION CONTINUES TO RISE 
IN DEVELOPING REGIONS AND CUTTING EDGE TECH HUBS” 5 Jul 2023 and 
“SYNERGIES SPELLING NEXT CRYPTO WAVE,” 25 Jul 2023.) 


We noted on 5 July: 


“Crypto is flowing fastest to where it finds the least resistance. And the 
efficiencies and strengths of the technology are rewarding that adoption, not 
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based on some theoretical ideal ‘investment’ criteria, but in terms of providing 
some core practical benefits and advantages compared to other options. 


“Taken together with signs that the crypto clampdowns in the U.S. and China are 
both proving harder to realize than authorities might have supposed, and it adds 
up to a definite feeling that the lowest lows have been seen in this cycle.” 


The SEC dropped charges against Ripple CEO Brad Garlinghouse, and Executive 
Chairman Chris Larsen. 


BusinessWire reported Garlinghouse’s reaction to the news: 


“For nearly three years, Chris and | have been the subject of baseless allegations 
from a rogue regulator with a political agenda. Instead of looking for the criminals 
stealing customer funds on offshore exchanges that were courting political favor, 
the SEC went after the good guys - along with our entire company of innovators 

and entrepreneurs - who are building a regulated business based in the U.S. We 

look forward to the day this chapter is closed once and for all, now that the SEC 

has dropped the curtain on their absurd theatrics against Chris and me.” 


Late last week, on the heels of that news, the cryptos caught a new wind, and prices 
surged for almost the entire sector. 


Government Technology Stance With Regard to Cryptos and Al Has Been 
Markedly Different, and the Question is, Why? 


The latest Ripple decision follows a significant court victory won in July, in which a 
judge ruled that at least some XRP tokens that have been sold to individuals via 
crypto exchanges, do not constitute “securities,” and thus are subject to the 
regulatory whims of the SEC. 


And our use of the term “whims” is not used lightly. Many have roundly condemned 
SEC commissioner Gary Gensler’s persistently opaque “regulation by enforcement” 
method of suing firms for claimed infractions of very old laws that were not 
contemplated with crypto technology and innovations in mind. 
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Gensler is widely viewed as having an anti-crypto animus. 


The way governments have allowed Al technology controlled by a handful of tech 
giants to proliferate, while trying to crush relatively decentralized crypto technologies, 
exposes the biases of government regulators who claim to be concerned with 
protecting citizens. 


In the case of Al, corporations so far have largely been allowed to massively steal IP 
and collective human knowledge to narrowly exploit and profit, while displacing a 
growing number of human workers. 


Not only that. Next to no regulation is preventing the development of bleeding edge 
“Singularity” Al, or a form of sentient Artificial Intelligence which will be able to 
outperform human intelligence in every respect. 


In fact, governments are in a race to develop and weaponize the most sophisticated 
possible Al, or use in wars and global dominance. 


On the other hand, government approaches to crypto technology, which has the 
potential to remake financial and monetary systems to be much more inclusive, and 
less controlled by authorities, has been far different, especially in the U.S. and China. 
The Euro zone has been only slighter friendlier. 


And as The Trends Journal has repeatedly pointed out and forecast, developing 
regions have the most to immediately gain by catching the innovation wave that 
cryptos represent. (See for example “CBDC OUT TO PRESERVE STATUS QUO FOR 
HAVE AND HAVE NOT COUNTRIES, SAYS NEW STUDY” 24 May 2022, “CRYPTO 
FLOWING TO DEVELOPING REGIONS” 24 Jan 2023 and “CRYPTO ADOPTION 
CONTINUES TO RISE IN DEVELOPING REGIONS AND CUTTING EDGE TECH HUBS” 
5 Jul 2023.) 


Entrenched interests in world leading economic powers, including financial 
institutions, governments, and even lawmaking and law judging politicians and legal 
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system authorities, have thoroughly abused the fiat currency and financial system, to 
enrich themselves from laws, regulations and inside knowledge. 


Many of them have no wish to see that legacy system superseded by innovation 
which takes financial and monetary abuse out of the equation, via transparent 
blockchain databases, dispersed oversight of systems, whether by miners voting (ie. 
the Bitcoin network), or staking interests (ie. Ethereum and other proof of stake 
networks), or innovative DAO (Decentralized Autonomous Organization) frameworks. 


BLOCKCHAIN BATTLES 


ኽዥ እ. 


THE CONVENIENT TIMING OF NEW 
YORK’S LAWSUIT AGAINST GEMINI 


Gemini, one of the only crypto exchanges 
besides Coinbase given legal status to 
offer services in New York, is now being 
sued by New York State Attorney Letitia 
James. 


The case against Gemini and the famed bitcoin billionaire Winklevoss brothers, along 
with Genesis, another crypto firm, was announced late last week. 


Perhaps not surprisingly, that announcement came quickly on the heels of the SEC at 
least partially dropping what has been a losing court case against Ripple Labs, the 
company behind the XRP token. 


Ripple’s technology can quickly and efficiently settle and exchange currencies, 


compared with rival legacy technologies like the SWIFT system currently used and 
backed by the U.S. government. 
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The NY suit was actually initiated by the SEC in January of this year, so Jame’s 
announcement served as a way of drawing attention away from the SEC legal debacle 
vs. Ripple. 


The suit against Gemini and Genesis alleges that the exchanges offered unregistered 
“securities” to its customer base. 


According to an SEC press release at the time: 


“[In December 2020, Genesis, part of a subsidiary of Digital Currency Group, 
entered into an agreement with Gemini to offer Gemini customers, including 
retail investors in the United States, an opportunity to loan their crypto assets to 
Genesis in exchange for Genesis’ promise to pay interest. Beginning in February 
2021, Genesis and Gemini began offering the Gemini Earn program to retail 
investors, whereby Gemini Earn investors tendered their crypto assets to 
Genesis, with Gemini acting as the agent to facilitate the transaction. Gemini 
deducted an agent fee, sometimes as high as 4.29 percent, from the returns 
Genesis paid to Gemini Earn investors. As alleged in the complaint, Genesis then 
exercised its discretion in how to use investors’ crypto assets to generate 
revenue and pay interest to Gemini Earn investors.” 


In fact, the SEC’s very broad interpretation of what constitutes a “security” has been a 
glaring unsettled issue in actual Federal law. Virtually all of the statutes the SEC has 
relied on to term the vast majority of cryptos as securities under agency head Gary 
Gensler, were written many decades before cryptos emerged as a technology. 


A new Republican-controlled Congress has moved legislation forward that would take 
away the SEC’s current arbitrary and destructive “regulation by enforcement” of 


arcane outdated laws very loosely interpreted. 


At least some of that new legislation has been developed with the specific innovations 
and potentials of crypto in mind. 


But Republicans have lost momentum on cryptos--and everything else--with a bloody 
internecine war over the House speakership. 
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Soros-Backed James Solidifying Her Reputation for Political Hit Jobs 


James is the controversial AG suing Donald Trump for alleged fraudulent assessments 
on his holdings. 


The suit against him claims his companies wildly overstated valuations of properties, 
in order to secure loans, etc. 


But the course of trial so far has shown that loaning parties—as they always 
do—make their own assessments, and lend according to their valuations. In the case 
of Trump, those lenders have actually spoken out as to their satisfaction in their 
dealings with the longtime successful real estate mogul. 


Ironically, independent journalist Laura Loomer has recently turned up information that 
suggests James may have done what her office is accusing Trump of doing. 


TRENDPOST: We have long been informing readers about why crypto innovations call 
out for their own fair regulatory framework. 


But, as is often the case with disruptive technologies, industries, players and pols that 
make money and benefit from entrenched ways of doing business and delivering 
services, have an incentive to stop that kind of disruption. 


Such is the case with cryptos in the U.S., where: 


e A few large tech companies determine how most software is distributed while 
taking their cut (Google, Apple and Microsoft) 

9 A world leading financial sector controls the kinds of service offered, influences 
regulations by lobbying and financially support politician campaigns, and in a 
myriad of ways, profits off the ways in which money makes money 

e The government has thoroughly corrupted and devalued its fiat currency by 
printing endless reams to fund profligate spending on endless wars and global 
manipulation, an exorbitant subsidized “green energy” transition, and wreckless 
billions to aid and abet an outright border invasion (many believe, to collapse the 
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middle class and preside over a neo feudal order that would give elites even 
more power) 


As we have stressed, cryptos will proceed with or without the U.S., in a world which is 
no longer dominated by one power, as it has been in the post Soviet collapse era from 
1989-2016. 


In a multipolar polar world, with Russia, China, along with rising regions of Asia, South 
America, Africa and the Middle East, there are too many places from decentralized, 
censorship resistant cryptos to flow, and plenty of incentives for different regions to 
adopt crypto innovations. 


The only question is the pace of crypto adoption. There, the U.S. does retain influence, 
as it remains the predominant financial power. 


But that too is slipping, and every day the U.S. bleeds out its treasure in war and wild 


inflationary overspending, it loses a little more influence and power--over the 
international financial system, and everything else. 
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TRENDS IN THE COVID WAR 


p 


TOP CDC JOURNAL’S TAKE ON MASK USE CHALLENGED 


The authors of a recent article accepted in a top medical journal took issue with claims 
that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention made about mask use and their 
effectiveness in preventing the spread of COVID-19. 


The criticizing manuscript was accepted in The American Journal of Medicine and 
claims that studies that were published in the CDC’s Morbidity and Mortality Weekly 
Report are “largely opaque to the general public.” 


These researchers looked into how these mask studies were conducted — and how it 
was possible that mask use was considered effective in over 75 percent of the studies 
from 2019 on. They determined that these studies were inadequate and, thus, 
produced dubious results, according to The Epoch Times. 
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“Over 60 percent of the included studies concluded masks were effective without 
statistically significant evidence to support this. For clinicians, simply reading the 
report conclusions pertaining to masks in MMWR may be misleading for advising 
patients and making health policy recommendations.” 


The Epoch Times’s report noted that the MMWR is often referred to as “the voice of 
the CDC.” 


The paper said that of the 77 studies cited in the journal, just 30 percent actually 
tested to see if masks could prevent transmission, yet 75 percent of the studies 
proved that masks work. Four studies even showed more COVID-19 cases in masking 
groups than the controlled ones, but “all four concluded masks were effective.” 


TRENDPOST: The Trends Journal is one of the only publications that has doubted 
the effectiveness of masks since the start of the COVID-19 outbreak. We saw the 
government mandates as a way our corrupt political class could tighten its grip on the 
public. It was never based on the science, but rather political science. See: 


e “CDC JOURNAL SAYS AGENCY PROMOTED MASKS BASED ON UNRELIABLE 
DATA” (18 Jul 2023) 


è “DANISH STUDY: MASKS OFFER VERY LIMITED PROTECTION” ይ Jan 2021) 

9 “DOUBLE MASK? DOUBLE-DOWN FAILURE” (9 Mar 2021) 

9 “FACING THE TRUTH, PART I: THE GREAT MASK-QUERADE?” (23 Nov 2020) 

e “FACING THE TRUTH, PART Il: MORE EVIDENCE MASKS ARE INEFFECTIVE” 
(3 Nov 2020) 

9 “MORE EVIDENCE: MASKS OFFER ‘LITTLE, IF ANY. PROTECTION” (20 Oct 
2020) 


e “FACE MASKS: POLITICS COUNTS, SCIENCE DOESN'T” (6 Oct 2020) 
e “EUROPEAN HEALTH OFFICIALS AGREE: MASKS DON’T WORK” (29 Sep 


2020) 
e “NEVADA: WE NEED YOUR MONEY, TAKE OFF YOUR (WORTHLESS) MASKS” 
(15 Feb 2022) 


e “STUDY PROVES: FACE MASKS INCREASES RISK OF STILLBIRTHS 
TESTICULAR DYSFUNCTION” (25 Apr 2023) 
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e “BLOWING UP IN THEIR FACES: MASKS DON’T WORK IN PREVENTING 
COVID SPREAD” (14 Feb 2023) 
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CHINA, RUSSIA RISING WHILE U.S. IS DECLINING: XI, PUTIN 
DESCRIBE ‘FAIRER, MULTIPOLAR’ WORLD 


Russian President Vladimir Putin met Xi Jinping, his Chinese counterpart, in China last 
week and the two expressed interest in building their no-limits partnership and their 
visions for a “multipolar world” not led by any one country. 


Xi was the man of the hour during the visit that focused on China’s ambitious Belt and 
Road Forum that The New York Times described as Beijing’s top foreign policy 
initiative that focuses on infrastructure projects largely based on trade. Xi said the 
initiative has already “established a new framework for international cooperation.” 
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The paper noted that U.S. President Joe Biden was visiting Israel while the two were 
meeting. Xi did not mention the latest conflict, but Putin said “shared threats” only 
bring China and Russia closer. 


ABC News noted that Putin was personally invited by Xi to attend the conference and 
the two “strode into the reception hall walking side-by-side” and ahead of the other 
guests. 


Xi gave the opening speech at the international conference in Beijing and said his 
country is opposed to “ideological confrontation, geopolitical rivalry, and bloc 
politics,” according to the paper. He also said he is opposed to the idea of unilateral 
sanctions and other forms of economic coercion, like “decoupling.” (See “CHINA 
ACCUSES U.S. OF ‘TECH BULLYING’ AFTER BIDEN’S LATEST MOVE TO HURT 
CHINA” 15 Aug 2023, “CHINA HITS U.S. OVER LATEST WEAPONS SALE TO 
TAIWAN” 11 Jul 2023 and “CHINA TELLS EUROPE: U.S. POLICIES WILL HURT 
YOUR COUNTRY” 16 May 2023.) 


Putin referred to Xi as his “dear friend” and told the forum that Russia and China 
“share the aspiration for equal and mutually beneficial cooperation in order to achieve 
universal sustainable and long-term economic progress and social well-being while 
respecting the diversity of civilization and the right of each state to its own 
development model.” 


Putin, who faces an arrest warrant by the International Criminal Court, seemed to 
score a diplomatic victory just by attending the conference because it shows that he is 
still a global player who leads a country with “massive resources,” Artem Lukin, an 
international relations professor at Russia’s Far Eastern Federal University, told the 
paper. He also said that the visit showed that Russia is far from isolated. 


TRENDPOST: It is worth noting that Putin earlier called the conflict the latest policy 
failure by the U.S. (See “PUTIN SAYS HAMAS ATTACKS SHOWCASE FAILED U.S. 
POLICY IN REGION,” 17 Oct 2023.) 


TRENDPOST: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken gave a speech in September at 
Washington D.C.’s Johns Hopkins University and told the audience what everyone 
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seems to already know: the post-Cold War World Order has come to an end, and will 
give way to a fight-to-the-death among superpowers. 


Blinken looked back and said the end of the Cold War ushered in a time of “relative 
geopolitical stability,” but Washington is facing “intensifying competition with 
authoritarian powers,” namely Russia and China. 


“One era is ending, a new one is beginning, and the decisions that we make now will 
shape the future,” he said. (See “BLINKEN: OLD WORLD ORDER DEAD...UP NEXT, A 
FIGHT TO THE FINISH” 19 Sep 2023 and “ANTI-CHINA RHETORIC FROM G7 
MEETING MOVES MOSCOW AND BEIJING EVEN CLOSER” 30 May 2023.) 


The U.S. has been angered that China did not publicly condemn Russia for invading 
Ukraine. And while Washington has fully backed Israel’s relentless attack on innocent 
Palestinians, China and Russia have both refused to condemn the Hamas attack. The 
two global powers also urged Israel to show restraint. (See “U.S. HAD BRIEF 
MOMENT CALLING FOR PEACE IN ISRAEL, GAZA...BUT POST WAS QUICKLY 
DELETED” 17 Oct 2023, “MIDDLE EAST NATIONS SAY HAMAS STRIKES ON ISRAEL 
WERE PROVOKED” 10 Oct 2023 and “WEST SELLS ISRAELI LINE THAT HAMAS 
ATTACK WAS ‘INTELLIGENCE FAILURE’ GLOSSES OVER FACT THAT NETANYAHU 
WAS FIGHTING FOR POLITICAL SURVIVAL” 10 Oct 2023.) 


China has accused the U.S. of essentially trying to sabotage its growth by encouraging 
allies to turn away from Beijing. Indeed, CNBC noted that Italy’s ambassador to China 
walked out of the conference when Putin took the microphone in protest to Russia’s 
war in Ukraine. Italy also announced that it will not take part in China’s initiative. The 
West is unhappy that China is helping to prop up the Russian economy and indirectly 
helping to fund the war effort. 


Indeed, Xi told the audience that trade between China and Russia hit $190 billion last 
year, which is a new record. 


Representatives from more than 130 countries joined the forum. 
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The West has resisted the Belt and Road Initiative that they have called “debt-trap 
diplomacy.” 


The Belt and Road Initiative is about 10 years old and China has, so far, doled out $1 
trillion — mainly in loans - to developing nations for the project that includes 
infrastructure projects, The Times said. 
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POLL: DEMOCRACY DEAD IN AMERICA 


Democracy is no longer viable, and a new system should be implemented in the U.S., 
according to a large portion of American voters from both political parties. 


The University of Virginia’s Center for Politics released a poll last week that found 31 
percent of Donald Trump supporters and 24 percent of President Joe Biden 
supporters agreed that traditional democracy is dead. 


The poll also asked if political violence is ever acceptable to achieve goals. About 41 


percent of Biden supporters agreed with the comment compared to 38 percent of 
those who support the former president. 
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The poll also found a deep level of mistrust of the opposing party. About 52 percent of 
Biden supporters believe those who support the Republican party are “a threat to 
American life,” while 47 percent of Trump supporters feel the same way about 
Democrats. 


The survey was conducted from 25 August to 11 September and included 2,008 
registered voters. 


Censorship, No Freedom of Speech 


The poll showed how willing the American people are to live under authoritarian rule. 
About 30 percent of Trump supporters and 25 percent of Biden supporters agree that 
elections should be suspended if there is a crisis, while 47 percent of Biden 
supporters, and 35 percent of Trump supporters believe the government should crack 
down on views seen as “discriminatory or offensive.” 


The Miami Herald noted that the support for a more powerful government comes at a 
time when a recent poll found that just 16 percent of Americans trust the government 
to do the right thing at least most of the time. 


TRENDPOST: Subscribers to The Trends Journal know that we have been 
documenting how un-democratic the U.S. actually is, and how the majority of 
Americans don’t even care. (See “U.S. DUH-MOCK-RACY: BILLIONAIRES BACK 
BIDEN. NO MONEY, NO CHANCE OF GETTING ELECTED” 2 May 2023, “U.S. 
ELECTIONS: A BILLIONAIRES’ CIRCUS” 28 Jun 2022, “U.S. ELECTIONS: 
DUH-MOCK-RACY. BIG MONEY RULES” 31 May 2022 and “U.S. ELECTIONS: 
MONEY MOB IN FULL CONTROL” 8 Feb 2022.) 


Gerald Celente has been calling on a Third Party in the U.S. because of the corruption 
in Washington. Democracy in the U.S. works for those who are members of “The 
Club” but leaves many Americans teetering on the brink of financial ruin. 


We’ve reported in July that about half of Americans said they are open to voting for a 
third political party. 
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SOCIAL MEDIA BLAMED FOR EPIDEMIC OF TEEN DEPRESSION 


Social media use among teenagers could 
be a major factor in the surge of 
depression, as there’s more focus on 
environmental risk factors for the condition. 


Roger McFillin, a doctor of psychology, told 
The Epoch Times that the rise in social 
media has caused some young people to 
become less socially adept. He said these teens would rather isolate themselves 
behind screens than experience an authentic life. 


The paper, citing a 2023 study in Health Psychology and Behavioral Medicine, 
reported that those who use social media primarily to maintain relationships “feel 
lonelier than those using it for other motives.” 


“Excessive social media use perpetuates feelings of loneliness — it withdraws us from 
the real world,” McFillin said. 


TRENDPOST: The Trends Journal has reported extensively on the link that social 
media with depression, especially among the young. (See “SURGEON GENERAL 
WARNS OF ‘PROFOUND’ MENTAL HEALTH RISKS TIED TO SOCIAL MEDIA” 30 May 
2023, “IT’S OFFICIAL: SOCIAL MEDIA IS NOW WORTHLESS” 4 Apr 2023, “HOOKED 
ON ‘LIKES’? SOCIAL MEDIA COULD CHANGE TEEN BRAIN FUNCTIONS: STUDY” 
17 Jan 2023 and “SOCIAL MEDIA = DRUG ADDICTION” 16 Aug 2023.) 


Dr. Vivek Murthy, the U.S. surgeon general, issued an advisory in May warning of the 
risks that social media sites have on mental health—especially young people—and 
called on lawmakers and Big Tech companies to enforce age minimums and create 
default safety settings. 


Murthy wrote in a 25-page advisory that was based on “a substantial review of the 
available evidence” that there are “ample indicators that social media can have a 
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profound risk of harm to the mental health and well-being of children and 
adolescents.” 


Besides the social media use, young people today are forced to deal with a failing 
world. We’re faced with migrant crises, multiple wars, and poverty. Financial 
constraints mean both parents need to hold jobs and young children are forced to 
attend day care centers. 


Children are also often stuffed with junk food to keep them quiet. (See 
“ULTRA-PROCESSED FOODS — ESPECIALLY WITH ARTIFICIAL 

SWEETENERS —LINKED TO HIGHER RATES OF DEPRESSION IN WOMEN” 26 Sep 
2023.) 


AMERICANS NOT BUYING PRESSTITUTE BULLSHIT: TRUST IN MASS MEDIA 
PLUMMETS 


American trust in the mainstream news hit 
its lowest point since 2016, with those who 
identify as Democrats seeing biggest 
declines, according to a newly released 
Gallup poll. 


Just 32 percent of Americans say they 
trust the news a great deal or fair amount; 
29 percent of adults said their trust level is not that high, and about four in 10 
Americans have no trust in the news media, which represents the highest level on 
record. 


The latest poll was conducted in September, before Hamas’s major attack on Israel. 
The Gallup report said it began counting in 1972 and trust levels have been monitored 
every year since 1997. Trust in the news media has not risen above 47 percent since 
2005. 


Trends Journal 169 24 October 2023 


“Trust ranged from 68 percent to 72 percent in three readings in the 1970s, and 
though it had declined by the late 1990s, it remained at the majority level until 2004, 
when it fell to 44 percent,” the Gallup report said. “After rebounding slightly to 50 
percent in 2005, it has not risen above 47 percent since.” 


TRENDPOST: The Gallup poll noted that Democrats have traditionally expressed more 
trust in the news media than Republicans, but the gap is narrowing—as the group’s 
trust in mass media has fallen 12 points over the past year to 58 percent. (Republicans 
saw an 11 percent decline while independents saw a 29 percent drop.) 


The Trends Journal has reported extensively on how the public is turning away from 
the corporate media due to partisan coverage of news events. (See “STUDY: 
MAINSTREAM NEWS CONSUMPTION WILL MAKE YOU SICK,” “NEWS 
CONSUMERS TURN AWAY FROM NEAR-CONSTANT COVID PROPAGANDA” and 
“RUSSIAN NEWS OUTLET WARNS OF WWIII, WESTERN MEDIA CALLS IT 


‘PROPAGANDA.’”) 


How can anyone be surprised by these numbers? Social media allows critics to call 
out the state propaganda seen on Fox News, CNN, and MSNBC. It is also easier to 
expose conflicts of interest that once could be hidden. 


Republicans have been forced to watch Fox News promote war and continue its 
crusade for the party’s establishment. 


Democrats watched MSNBC be accused of muzzling their Muslim anchors amid 
Israel’s brutal onslaught in Gaza, and Jen Psaki, the former chief propagandist for the 
White House, is now the face of the network. 


Independents have seen candidates like Cornel West and Robert F. Kennedy be all but 
ignored by the mainstream, except for the few occasions Kennedy was paraded on 
Fox News in hopes to damage President Joe Biden. 

Instead of reporting on the facts, and then discussing how we got here, the news 


media becomes fighters for their “side.” 
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One conversation that crystalizes that point is the recent interview between Fox 
News’s Sean Hannity and Republican hopeful Vivek Ramaswamy, who the network 
wants to write off as a rogue. 


Ramaswamy, to make a larger point about how politicians enrich themselves by 
promoting endless wars, mentioned how Nikki Haley, the former South Carolina 
governor, made a fortune at Boeing after her time in office. 


She has been one of the loudest backers of Israel because she needs the Evangelical 
vote, which is Fox News’s brand of Republicanism. 


Hannity defended his girl and said it was outrageous to suggest Haley was motivated 
by anything other than her deep love for Israel. 


“What are financial corrupting influences that Nikki Haley is taking a position on? 
We’ve got pictures of dead babies decapitated, burned babies’ bodies. We’ve got the 
equivalent of what would be, population-wise in the U.S. over 37,000 dead Americans. 
So, how much more evidence do you need? What are you talking about?” Hannity 
said, according to Mediaite. 


The candidate responded to the anchor, who was heated, and said, “Well, the fact of 
the matter is, | think anybody who has been a military contractor, anybody who has 
made $8 million including on serving on the board of Boeing collecting stock options 
while running for U.S. president on corporate boards, has made money for military 
contracting through a family business is disqualified from being the U.S. president in a 
time of war. | think we cannot see our march to World War III in this country.” 
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ሁ4 


TRENDS IN HI-TECH SCIENCE 


D 
by Ben Daviss 


ANCESTORS’ DNA COULD BECOME THE NEWEST 
ANTIBIOTIC 


Superbugs that resist known antibiotics kill more than two million people a year 
worldwide, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, a 
number that could reach 10 million by 2050. Now those bugs may finally have met 
their doom, thanks to strings of DNA salvaged from our prehistoric ancestors. 


At the University of Pennsylvania, researchers used computer intelligence to sort 
through bits of genetic material gleaned from remains of Neanderthals and 
Denisovans, our two closest cousins on the evolutionary family tree. The mission: to 
find any pieces that might have antibiotic properties. 
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“There hasn’t been a truly new class of antibiotics in decades,” Penn biochemist 
Cesar de la Fuente said in a university release announcement. “We need to be thinking 
about more than just new drugs. We need new frameworks.” 


The software found several shreds of DNA that hinted at antimicrobial powers. The 
DNA carried directions for building amino acids, the building blocks of proteins. With 
those directions, the researchers could actually build those ancient proteins and test 
them. 


When they introduced these “immunity molecules” to pathogens in a lab, several of 
the prehistoric proteins were surprisingly effective. 


“The ones that worked, worked quite well,” de la Fuente said. “In two cases, the 
peptides were comparable—if not better—than [today’s] standard of care. The ones 
that didn’t work helped us learn what needed to be improved” in computer screening 
methods. 


So what happens now? 
First, the bioethicists and lawyers get involved. 


“We’re in conversation with bioethicists about what it means to bring genetic material 
back to life,” says de la Fuente. 


Also, under law, existing amino acids aren’t patentable —but what about those built 
new from ancient blueprints? 


TRENDPOST: The Penn idea raises the prospect of cataloging our ancient ancestors’ 
available genetic remnants to see what other properties they had that enabled them to 
survive a brutal and dangerous world and reviving those biological traits in some way 
to make use of them now. 


However, stitching ancestral DNA into the current human genome will remain taboo, if 
not explicitly illegal, far into the future and perhaps permanently. 
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REDESIGNED REDOX FLOW BATTERY COULD POWER YOUR HOUSE 


Electrochemists at the University of 
Cincinnati have reinvented the redox flow 
battery. Their design could one day power 
your house. 


Flow batteries work by sending positively 
and negatively charged liquids past each 
other, separated by a membrane. Electric 
charges pass through the membrane, creating a current. 


The batteries have been cumbersome and expensive, making them suitable mostly for 
industrial or grid-scale storage from solar, wind, and other renewable power 
installations. 


The membrane is a sticking point: it reduces the battery’s efficiency and makes up as 
much as 40 percent of the cost. 


The Cincinnati group has designed a membrane-free flow battery. Instead, their design 
uses two solutions that naturally repel each other but still allow electric charges to 
travel. 


The new battery is not only far cheaper than other flow batteries but also stores more 
energy in the same amount of space. By altering the volume of fluids and size of the 
battery’s tank, it could fit into a garage or a home’s basement, delivering green energy 
even when the air is still or the sky is dark. 


TRENDPOST: Home-scale batteries and solar and other off-grid energy sources will 
become more common in homes, especially newly built ones. Competing battery 
technologies will help boost efficiency and drive down costs and prices as home 
batteries proliferate well into the next decade. 
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HAS THE WORLD CROSSED THE SOLAR ENERGY TIPPING POINT? 


Based on current trends in cost and 
technology development, the world may 

ሺነ already have passed a tipping point 

_ leading to solar energy inevitably becoming 
the world’s dominant source of electricity 
by 2050, according to a study by University 
College London and the University of 
Exeter. 


The group ran three computer models tracking positive feedback loops in relevant 
areas to arrive at the study’s conclusion. 


Technology, such as the use of perovskite in solar panels instead of silicon, is steadily 
boosting panels’ efficiency while ongoing investment is scaling up manufacturing and 


cutting costs. (See “Perovskite Solar Cells Win the Payback Race” 22 Oct 2015.) 


The study’s projection is likely even if no more ambitious government policies are 
enacted, the scientists said. 


“We find that, due to technological trajectories set in motion by past policy, a global 
irreversible solar tipping point may have passed where solar energy gradually comes 
to dominate global electricity markets, without any further climate policies,” the study 
team wrote. 


“Traditional models tend to assume the ‘end of learning’ at some point in the near 
future when, in fact, we are still seeing very rapid innovation in solar technology,” 
Exeter geographer Femke Nijsse said in comments quoted by IntelliNews. 


Also, “there is a virtuous cycle between technologies being deployed and companies 
learning to do so more cheaply,” she added. “When you include this cycle in 
projections, you can represent the rapid growth of solar in the past decade and 
[project more accurately] into the future.” 
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However, for solar power to dominate, substantial changes will need to be made to 
nations’ electric grids, such as adding massive amounts of grid-scale storage and 
integrating power generated from renewable sources and power generated at utility 


plants. (See “Battery Breakthrough for Grid Storage?” 3 Aug 2021.) 


Also, fossil fuel interests will fight a rear-guard action as companies and countries 
fight a loss of value, income, and jobs, the study noted. That will be especially true in 
emerging nations whose economies depend on exporting raw materials and natural 
resources. 


Economic and market-driven mechanisms will have little impact in resolving those 
political issues; instead, international efforts will need to be negotiated and 
coordinated. 


Instead of trying to force the growth of solar power through mandates, government 
policies should focus instead on resolving crucial barriers by: 


9 encouraging investment, or investing directly, in building a more nimble electric 
grid, including large-scale storage and transmission cables linking different 
regions. Governments’ financial incentives can jump-start this process; 

e financing solar and renewable energy development and distribution in 
low-income countries to help them move from domestic dependence on fossil 
fuels; 

e fostering faster and expanded development of the metals and minerals on which 
solar and renewable energy hardware depend; 

e crafting regional economic, industrial development, and worker training policies 
to offset losses caused as fossil fuel-related industries decline. 


TRENDPOST: As is always the case, technology advances more quickly than the 
infrastructure, policies, and attitudes needed to make the best use of it. 


Global oil demand will soon peak (“Oil Demand Will Stagnate in Next Five Years, IEA 
Predicts” 20 Jun 2023) or has peaked already (“China’s Largest Oil Company Says 


Gasoline Demand is Permanently Declining” 3 Oct 2023). 
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Microgrids and decentralized power systems are proliferating, as we reported in 


JJ 


“Electricity Microgrids Going Mainstream” (22 Mar 2018) and “Goodbye, Electric Grid” 
(22 Oct 2015). 


“Instead of workaday electricity being generated by giant, centralized generating 
stations, ‘the solar on the rooftop is going to be the baseload?” National Grid 
then-CEO Steve Holliday said in 2015. “‘The world is clearly moving towards much 
more distributed electricity production and towards microgrids. The idea of baseload 
power is already outdated. From a consumer’s point of view, baseload is what I’m 
producing myself,’ not what utilities make in a central location.” 


As a result, the grid will not need to be transformed to meet today’s demand but, 
instead, a demand that is gradually being reduced because centralized power is being 
replaced by workable alternatives. For an example, see “Meet the Future: 
Decentralized Power Plant Launches in U.K.” (21 Feb 2023) and “Sweden: The Future 
of Energy?” (20 Oct 2020). 


Those efforts to decouple from the centralized power grid will gain momentum but still 
will proceed in jerks and fits. 


However, as public demand continues to increase for clean energy, corporations will 
respond, private investment will grow, and the needed infrastructure will begin to be 
built. 


Clear progress from today’s theoretical tipping point to a 2050 defined by solar and 
other renewably sourced electricity will not be visible until after 2030, due largely to 
political opposition and business’s reluctance to bankroll a massive shift in the current 
business model. 
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Al WILL IMPROVE JOBS MORE THAN IT KILLS THEM, STUDY 
SAYS 


Al is more likely to improve the quality of jobs exposed to it than to erase positions en 
masse, according to an August study by the International Labor Organization (ILO). 


Rather than obsessing about jobs being eradicated, a more valid concern is what Al 
might do to the quality of work, including its intensity and workers’ autonomy, the ILO 


said. 


Routine clerical jobs are the most endangered, the study found. Half of those tasks 
are likely to be taken in whole or part by Al. 
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In contrast, no more than a quarter of management, professional, and technical work 
is likely to Succumb to Al, the study said. 


In high-income countries, about 5.5 percent of the workforce will be automated out of 
a job, the study predicts. In low-income countries, where physical labor claims a much 
larger portion of jobs, only 0.4 percent of workers are at risk. 


Women are at more than twice the risk of men because they make up a large portion 
of the clerical workforce, especially in more advanced economies. Because women 
traditionally fill clerical roles, Al deployed in emerging nations might deny women this 
traditional place in the labor force. 


The study calls for workers to participate in companies’ decisions about adopting and 
deploying Al, reskilling programs for displaced workers, and strong, clear governance 
to keep Al from running amok. 


The world also must take steps to ensure that the benefits of Al are widely shared 
among nations and that a handful of rich countries don’t reap most of the rewards at 
the expense of emerging nations, the ILO urged. 


TRENDPOST: The ILO study reflects findings in anew U.K. investigation by the 
nonprofit Institute for the Future of Work. 


Al can improve the quality of jobs and expand opportunities for workers, the report 
said, but that result requires not only training for workers but also building a stronger 
digital infrastructure. In addition, workers need to be involved in planning the ways in 
which a business will deploy Al if those workers are to accept Al as a partner. 
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Al AS MEETINGS MONITOR 


Companies and workers are beginning to 
use Al to monitor meetings. Some people 
use bots to “attend” meetings in their 
place, having the Al record the meeting, 
summarize it, and analyze the proceedings 
to extract key points the person has asked 
for. 


One man who sits on several boards of directors can be double-booked and will use a 
bot to attend one of the meetings for him, he told The Wall Street Journal. A summary 
of the meeting he missed arrives in his inbox within two hours. 


When the man does attend a meeting himself, his overly diligent assistant records 
small talk, tells the man if he came late to the meeting, and counts the number of 
times he interrupts people who are speaking. 


The man justified his interruptions by saying it’s important “to move things along.” 


Other bots take a more active role. The WSJ told the story of a software developer 
who was making a presentation to a virtual meeting. After 30 minutes, the Al reminded 
him he’d been talking nonstop and suggested he let someone else take a turn. 


The same bot urged him to vary the tone and pitch of his voice to make his 
presentation more interesting. 


“It’s technology for corporate tax software,” the man grumbled to the WSJ. “No one’s 
going to carry me out of the room on their shoulders.” 


Another user was told by his bot that he used the term “absolutely!” eight times ina 
half-hour call. He made a list of alternatives, such as “yes” or “certainly” or “100 
percent” and now consults the list during calls. “| don’t want to sound robotic,” he told 
the WSJ. 
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Others have found the technology to be creepy, sometimes finding themselves as the 
only human on a Zoom screen full of squares occupied by bots. 


EIGHT MORE COMPANIES PLEDGE AI SAFETY 


Adobe, Cohere, IBM, Nvidia, Palantir, 
Salesforce, Scale Al, and Stability Al have 
* promised to actively promote Al systems 
| that are secure against hackers, safe for 
[| users, that identify their creations as 

| products of Al instead of people, and that 
continually seek and weed out biases and 
other socially harmful elements. 


Representatives of the companies appeared at a White House ceremony earlier this 
month to publicize their commitment to: 


e ensure their Al systems are safe for users before they’re released to the public 
(not offering help in building homemade bombs or killing yourself, for example); 

e ensure Al development processes are secure against invaders who could tinker 
with the ways in which an Al responds to prompts; 

e use watermarks or other means to show when items have been created by Al 
instead of by humans and help research social risks posed by Al, such as 
unconscious bias built into systems; 

e create Als that can contribute to solutions to human problems, such as 
researching causes and cures for major diseases. 


In July, Amazon, Anthropic, Google, Inflection, Meta, Microsoft, and OpenAl took the 
same pledge at a similar White House gathering. 
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The Biden administration developed the pledge in consultation with 20 other 
countries. The elements complement similar guidelines being formulated by the G7 
group of nations. 


SOCIETY IS UNPREPARED FOR SPEED OF Al TRANSITION, EXPERTS SAY 


By 2030, “Al will do 80 percent of 80 
percent of all jobs we know of today,” 
renowned venture capitalist Vinod Khosla 
said last week at the Tech Live conference, 
sponsored by The Wall Street Journal. 


Khosla was one of the original investors in 
OpenAl, the creator of ChatGPT, which 


sparked the current Al revolution. 


He likened Al’s impact on jobs to the migration of workers from farms to factories. 
However, that shift happened over decades, from the late 1800s to the early 20th 
century in the U.S. and even earlier in Great Britain. In contrast, Al’s impact is likely to 
be felt over just a few years, he stressed. 


Perhaps even more startling, Khosla predicted that by 2050, people will work only if 
they choose to; Al will create so much productivity and prosperity that Al can provide 


a rudimentary income for all. 


“There’s room for universal basic income assuring a minimum standard and people 
will be able to work on the things they want to work on,” he added. 


However, giving people a basic income will not be enough, Sam Altman, OpenAl’s 
CEO, countered in his comments at the conference. 


People will still need ways to fill and give meaning to time, to feel useful and 
productive, and to “add something back to the trajectory of the species,” he said. 
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The Al revolution will take more from some people than others and erase entire career 
fields while creating new ones, he acknowledged. 


“People need to have agency, the ability to influence,” he contended. “We need to 
jointly be architects of the future.” 


TRENDPOST: Bill Gates and others have advocated taxing each job Al takes as if it’s a 
human worker in that role. The idea is to keep government tax revenue level even as 
large numbers of workers are turfed out of their jobs. A portion of the money can then 
fund retraining programs or basic incomes for those unable to find new work. 


However, there are jobs that will still need to be done by humans in the age of Al. At 
least for the foreseeable future, a human will still need to clean your teeth, for example, 
or replace a leaking water pipe in your house. 


Especially if Al is paying the bills, those essential human tasks are likely to pay 
premium wages to entice people to do them. Also, Al is likely to make it much more 
possible than now for people to share jobs. That would allow people to continue to 
find personal meaning through work and earning while allowing them more time to 
sculpt, preach, rebuild antique cars, and pursue other passions. 


As always, technology is advancing far faster than our ability to grasp the 
consequences and steer its direction. Businesses, legislators, and other leaders need 
to begin and continue this exploration now, not in theoretical terms but to develop a 
practical plan to minimize the vast disruption that Al is already beginning to create. 
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